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History of Black Soldiers

• Black Patriots  Fought for Freedom in the
Revolutionary War

• Massachusetts Had “Black Bucks”
Regiment Consisting of Freedmen and
Runaway Slaves

• Massachusetts Eliminates Slavery by 1790
• Large Abolitionist Population in Boston

Prior to Civil War



Slavery Leads to Civil War

• Slaves Not Considered “Citizens” of the  United
States

• Anti-slavery Movement Grows from 1820s -
1850s

• William Lloyd Garrison Publishes “The Liberator”
in Boston

• Racism Grew as Slavery Expanded



The Cruelty of Slavery Stirred People to Action



• Abraham Lincoln
Issues the
Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863

• This Allows Former
Slaves to Join Federal
Forces (Union Army)



Two Different Views

NORTHERN VIEW                                                  SOUTHERN VIEW



U.S. Colored Troops

• Soldiers Promised
“Equal” Pay

• Pay Would Actually
Be Less Than White
Soldiers’ Pay

• Charged For Uniforms,
Boots, and Weapons



Formation of 54th Mass.

• Meeting Held at
Twelfth Baptist
Church

• Sworn Into Service
May 13, 1863



African Meeting House, Boston



Robert Gould Shaw Was Chosen
to Lead the Unit

•Educated at Harvard- Part of
the Famous “Fighting Class” of
1860

•The Only Son of a Well-Known
Boston Family



Robert Gould Shaw
• Parents Were Staunch Abolitionists
• Turned Down the Officer’s Commission

When Asked
• Mother Convinced Him to Take the

Commission
• Recently Married to Anna Kneeland

Haggerty



The African’s Role Prior to the
Formation of the 54th

• Personal Servants with Masters in Confederate
Army

• Some Slaves Took the Place of Masters in
Fighting as “Substitutes”

• Runaways Joining the Union Army Were Known
as “Contrabands”

• “Pioneer” Units Did Hard Labor Tasks (Chopped
Wood, Earthworks, Dug Trenches, Canals, and
Latrines, Etc.)



“Jackson”- Portrait of a Slave and
Union Drummer Boy



Frederick Douglass’s Sons in the 54th

Left: Charles Douglass

Right: Sergeant Major
    Lewis Douglass



Soldiers of the 54th

Top: Abraham Brown, Pvt., Co. E (killed July 63'); Charles W. Lenox, Color Sergt.,
Co. A.  Middle: Milo J. Freeland, Pvt., Co. A.
Bottom: Charles H. Arnum, Pvt., Co. E.; Asa Cotton, Sergt., Co. K.



Chaplain Samuel Harrison  Lt. Frank M. Welch._

Lt. Stephen A. Swails Lt. Peter Vogelsang.

Musicians and Officers

Top: Miles Moore, Musician, Co. H; John Gooseberry, Musician, Co. E
Middle: William J. Netson, Principal Musician, Co. K
Bottom: Robert J. Jones, Pvt., Co. I; Henry Steward, Sgt., Co. E



Lt. Giles M. Pease, Surgeon,
54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry



Battle of Sol Legare Island - July 16, 1863

• Charleston Harbor
• 54th Part of Corps
• Corps Under the Supreme

Command of General
Gilmore

• Used to Protect Other
Federal Troops Engaged
in Battle

• 43 of the 46 Union
Casualties Were 54th
Soldiers



Battery (Fort) Wagner, July18, 1863

• Battery Wagner Protected
Charleston

• 54th Under the Command of
General Quincy Gilmore

• Used to Storm Fortress Under
Fixed Bayonets

• The Maneuver Failed-Over
42% Casualties for the 54th

• Shaw Was Killed in the Attack
Shouting, “Forward Fifty-
Fourth!”



Battery Wagner, July18, 1863

• Confederates Stripped Shaw
of His Uniform

• He Was Thrown in the Burial
Trench With His Dead Black
Soldiers

• Father Chose That He
Remain Buried with His Men
Instead of Moving His Body
to Boston



Federal Reports- Battery Wagner, July18, 1863

• “Our men are highly spoken of by military men as showing great
bravery. They did fight when they were in front of the works [and
a] good many of our men went on to the works and fought hand
to hand with the Enemy.” Lt. James W. Grace 4th. Mass.

“The men of the 54th behaved gallantly
on the occasion--so the Generals say.
It is not for us to blow our horn; but
when a regiment of white men gave us
three cheers as we were passing them,
it shows that we did our duty as men
should.” Pvt.. James Henry Gooding
Co, C, 54th. Mass.



The Battle of Olustee (Ocean Pond)

• Fought at Olustee Station,
Florida-February 20, 1864

• 54th Saved Union Troops
from Complete Disaster

•  Under the Direction of
Major Edward Hallowell

• 87 Enlisted Casualties:
13 Killed
63 Wounded
8 Missing

• 3 Officers
Killed



Casualties of Battle of Olustee

 “A regrettable episode in the
aftermath of the battle was
the apparent mistreatment of
Union black soldiers by the
Confederates. Contemporary
sources, many from the
Confederate side, indicate
that a number of black
soldiers were killed on the
battlefield by roaming bands
of southern troops following
the close of the fighting”

Battle of Olustee Homepage



Private Robert J. Jones,
54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry

• Private, Co. I
• Single, Age 20
• Reported Missing at

Battle of Olustee
• Assumed Died as

Prisoner



“Saved Colors”

“It was a deadly hailstorm of bullets,
sweeping men down as hailstones
sweep the leaves from the trees,
and it was not long before [the
second flag-bearer] also went down,
shot through the leg.  As he fell he
held  up the flags and shouted:
‘Boys, save the colors!’

Sergeant-Major Christian A. Fleetwood
September 29, 1864
Battle of Chaffin’s Farm



“Equal” Pay?

“It has been nearly a year since we have received any pay; but the white soldiers get their pay
every two months; ($13.00 per month,) but when it comes to the poor negro he gets none.
The 54th left Boston on the 28th of May, 1863. In time of enlisting members for the
regiment, they were promised the same pay, and the same rations as other soldiers. Since
that time the government must have charged them more for clothing than any other
regiment; for those who died in a month or two after their enlistment, it was actually said
that they were in debt to the government. Those who bled and died on James' Island and
Wagner, are the same. Why is it not so with other soldiers? Because our faces are black.
We are put beneath the very lowest rioters of New York. We have never brought any
disgrace by cowardice, on the State we left.”

E.D.W.Co. B, 54th Mass. Vol.Jacksonville, Fla., March 13th, 1864.

“I must tell you something about our living in the army. We have
not had enough to eat for several weeks, being on three quarter
rations, and for the last twelve or thirteen days, have been cut
short of that, having no beans, peas, rice or molasses; in a word,
nothing but salt beef and pork, tea and coffee half sweetened, and
one loaf of bread per day or three-quarter rations of hard tack or
bread. We would think it impossible to live on at home, but here
we are obliged to; and, beside the short allowance of the
government, it is said we are cut shorter by the quarter-master's
department. From all appearances, our molasses has been out in
the rain; our coffee has the essence extracted before it comes to
camp, and then the sugar is very sparingly used. This may be a
saving to the United States, but it is a grievous nuisance to us.”
Anonymous, FORT GREEN.



William H. Carney: 54th Massachusetts Soldier and
First Black U.S. Medal of Honor Recipient

• Born a Slave February 29, 1840
-  Norfolk Virginia

• Father Escaped, Then Bought
Family’s Freedom

• Considered Becoming a
Minister Until Joining Army
After Reading “The Liberator”

• Shot Three Times While Saving
the Colors of the 54th at Battle
of Fort Wagner

Congressional Medal of Honor Society



William H. Carney: 54th Massachusetts Soldier and
First Black U.S. Medal of Honor Recipient

• Discharged on June 30, 1864
• Worked as a Postal Worker for

32 Years after Discharge
• Awarded Medal in 1900
• Killed in Elevator Accident in

1908



54th Massachusetts Memorial
• Sculpture by August  Saint-

Gaudens
• Originally Only  Featured

Shaw
• Took 14 years to Complete
• Shaw’s Mother Insisted Black

Soldiers Be Included
• Dedicated May 31, 1897
• Veterans of 54th and 55th

Attended Ceremony
• Booker T. Washington Among

Dedication Speakers



54th Massachusetts Memorial
Back View

• Names Engraved on
Back of Monument

• Names Are of Soldiers
Killed in Action at
Battery Wagner

• Names Were Added
for 100th Anniversary
Ceremony



54th Massachusetts Infantry
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54th Massachusetts Infantry



Soldiers of “Glory”
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