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Excerpt: John Sevier: Tennessee’s First Hero 
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Sermon and Prayer  

by Samuel Doak  

to the Overmountain Men at Sycamore Shoals, September 1780 

Part 1 "My countrymen, you are about to set out on an expedition 
which is full of hardships and dangers, but one in which the 
Almighty will attend you." 

Part 2 "Taxation without representation and the quartering of soldiers 
in the homes of our people without their consent are evidence 
that the Crown of England would take from its American 
Subjects the last vestige of Freedom." 

Part 3 "The enemy is marching hither to destroy your own homes." 

Part 4 "Brave men, you are not unacquainted with battle.  Your hands 
have already been to war and your fingers to fight." 

Part 5 "You have wrested these beautiful valleys of the Holston, and 
Watauga from the savage hand." 

Part 6 "Will you tarry now until the other enemy carries fire and sword 
to your very doors?" 

Part 7 "Go forth then in the strength of your manhood to the aid of 
your brethren, the defense of your liberty and the protection of 
your home." 



Vocabulary List 

1. Expedition: a journey for a specific purpose.

2. Hardships: suffering and experiencing a lack of needed sustenance to live.

3. Dangers: exposure or liability to injury, pain, harm, or loss

4. Almighty: the Being perfect in power, wisdom, and goodness who is worshipped
as creator and ruler of the universe

5. Taxation: money people pay to their government to pay for services

6. Representation: having someone elected to speak, act, or vote for other people

7. Quartering: providing housing for soldiers.

8. Vestige: the smallest quantity or trace.

9. Freedom: ability to move or act freely: the state of being released from something
usually unpleasant

10. Enemy: one that tries to hurt or overthrow or that seeks the failure of another

11. Hither: to this place here

12. Unacquainted: unknown to somebody or to each other

13. Savage: without civilizing influences; "barbarian invaders"; "barbaric practices";
"a savage people"; "fighting is crude and uncivilized especially if the weapons are
efficient"-Margaret Meade; "wild tribes"

14. Liberty: the freedom to think or act without being constrained by necessity or
force

15. Loyalist: a colonist who was loyal to Great Britain; did not support the American
Revolution
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