Section 4:

Secession



4
s S P S,

b | s e e e T S - ki i R i D e, B e £ L W PR LA T Bl #a o e et 1 Rt T E A el r.-:rJ.lhI-.h HE i iy i, AR T AT et LR W W el B TR L e ot R R e e

| _)uL@ 4, 1864

e .
R R e R

Memorable day, still will the recollection of 76 make a
thrill of delight pass through my heart. we cannot forget
the struggle of the noble and brave for independence tn our
first revolution,

The descendants of many who then stood shoulder to
shouldler with the Fathers of southern freedom are now in the
ranks against us tn this second and wore terrible
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revolutlon.

Eliza ”Rhea Anderson Fain
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Mareh 26, 1862

This has beew the [quietest], most spring like day we have
had. Not much interrupted by the Soldiers. Yet a person
cannot go to a neighbor’s house, nay! Bven over His own
farm without a pass, gthat from an invader sthis is
freedom Ls it-this is a free country? | saw a paper with old
Andy Johnson's speech in -0 how 1 did want to burn it§
him with it.
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November 15, 1864

 ave as flrm in my principles as ever, but never will |
sanction the abolition policy of Abraham Lincoln. \wWe will
be obliged to submit because we cannot help ourselves. [ do
not wish you to think 1 am advocating secession, far from
it, but 1 utterly Loath and abhor this diabolical heresy of
abolitionism, and altho’  do not wish my boys to discuss

this question too freely, Yyet 1 at the same time want You to

be firm tn your advocacy of the Union, the Constitution
and Enforcement of the Laws.

Rhoda Campbell williams
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Our people Will never again be a unit. The antagonism is
too strong, the estrangement s too deep....wWe are
essentially two people... The high toned New-Bngland spirit
has degeneraten tnto a clannish feeling of profound
Yankeeism....we are destined to a separation....tt is
inevitable. shall the separation be peaceful? [ hope it may. |
albmost think it will. The South must keep herself tn the

right.
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Dr. ).G.M. Ramsey
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wWe can never Live in a Southern Confederacy and be made
hewers of wood and drawers of water for a set of aristocrats,
and over-bearing tyrants, we are candid in Bast Tennessee
to withdraw from Middle and west Temwnessee, Uf they shall
be so reckless as to consent to go out of the Unlon....we have
no interests tn common with the Cotton States, wWe are a
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grain-growing and stock-raising people, and we can
conduct a cheap Government, inhabiting the switzerland
of America,
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Reverenwd William &. “Parson” Brownlow
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Whew [ shall have made up my wmind to go to hell, | will cut
my throat, and go divect, and not travel by way of the

Southern Confederacy.
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STATES IN SECESSION
BY JUNE 8, 1861

Seiuth Carelina - December 20. 1860

Mississippi January 9, 1861
Florida January 10, 1861
Alabama January 11,1861
Georgia January 19, 1861
Louisiana January 26, 1861
Texas February 1, 1861
Virginia April 17,1861
Arkansas May 6, 1861

North Carolina May 20, 1861

TENNESSEE
JUNE 8,1861
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Governor Isham G. Harris to
U.S. Secretary of War Simon Cameron
April 17,1861
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How Each ncszq Voted for Secession, June 1861 . | |
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County Bosndaries shown
as it was in 1861

Percentages Voting for Secession
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Vote on Secession in East Tennessee, June 8, 1861

County

Anderson
Bledsoe
Blount
Bradley
Campbell
Carter
Claiborne
Cocke
Cumberland
Grainger
Greene
Hamilton
Hancock
Hawkins
Jefferson
Johnson
Knox
McMinn
Marion
Meigs
Monroe
Morgan
Polk

Rhea
Roane

Scott

197
418
507
59
86
250

518

586
744
854
279
908
603
111
1,214
904
414
481
1,096
50
738
360
454

19

%
7.1
28.3
19.1
26.8
5.6
6.0
16.7
304
not available

28.2
21.7
40.4
30.7
38.3
233
12.4
27.6
44.1
40.8
64.3
58.6
7.4
70.0
64.1
225

3.5

1,278
500

1,766
1,382
1,000
1,343
1,243

1,185

1,492
2,691
1,260
630
1,460
1,987
787
3,196
1,144
600
267
774
630
317
202
1,568

521

%

92.9
71.7
80.9
73.2
94.4
94.0
83.3
69.6

not available

71.8
78.3
59.6
69.3
61.7
76.7
87.6
72.4
55.9
59.2
35.7
41.4
92.6
30.0
35.9
77.5

96.5

Total
1,375
697

2,184
1,889
1,059
1,429
1,493

1,703

2,078
3,435
2,114
909
2,368
2,590
898
4,415
2,048
1,014
748
1,870
680
1,055
562
2,022

540



Sequatchie
Sevier
Sullivan
Union

Washington

153
60

1,586

1,022

60.5

3.8

71.7

not available

41.4

100
1,528

627

1,445

395

96.2

28.3

not available

58.6

253
1,588

2,213

2,467



Vote on Secession in Middle Tennessee, June 8, 1861

County

Bedford
Cannon
Cheatham
Coffee
Davidson
Dekalb
Dickson
Fentress
Franklin
Giles
Grundy
Hardin
Hickman
Humphreys
Jackson
Lawrence
Lewis
Lincoln
Macon
Marshall

Maury

Montgomery

Overton

Putnam

Robertson

Rutherford

Yes %
1,595 68.7
1,149 90.0
702 92.7
1,276 98.0
5,635 93.3
883 57.9
1,141 94.1
128 16.4
1,652 100.0
2,458 99.6
528 98.3
498 321
1,400 99.8
1,042 100.0
1,483 67.5
1,124 93.7
223 94.1
2,912 100.0
447 39.1
1,642 94.2
2,731 97.9
2,631 98.8
1,471 80.2

not available
3,839 99.6

2,392 97.0

727
127
55
26
402
642
72

651

11

1,051

714
75

14

697
101
58
33
364
not available
17

73

%
313
10.0
7.3
2.0
6.7
42.1
5.9
83.6
0.0
0.4
1.7
67.9
0.2
0.0
325
6.3
5.9
0.0
60.1
5.8
2.1
1.2

19.8

0.4

3.0

Total
2,322
1,276
757

1,302
6,037
1,525
1,213
779

1,652
2,469
537

1,549
1,403
1,042
2,197
1,199
237

2,912
1,144
1,743
2,789
2,664

1,835

3,856

2,465



Smith
Stewart
Sumner
Van Buren
Warren
Wayne
White
Williamson

Wilson

1,249
1,839
6,465
308

1,419
409

1,370
1,949

2,329

64.9

94.9

98.9

96.0

99.2

31.1

91.9

98.6

86.8

676

99

69

13

12

905

121

28

353

35.1

5.1

11

4.0

0.8

68.9

8.1

1.4

13.2

1,925
1,938
6,534
321

1,431
1,314
1,491
1,977

2,682



Vote on Secession in West Tennessee, June 8, 1861

County Yes % No % Total
Benton 798 77.8 228 22.2 1,026
Carroll 967 41.8 1,349 58/2 2,316
Decatur 310 36.0 550 64.0 860

Dyer 811 87.5 116 12.5 927

Fayette 1,364 98.3 23 1.7 1,387
Gibson 1,999 88.2 268 11.8 2,267
Hardeman 1,526 98.1 29 1.9 1,555
Haywood 930 87.0 139 13.0 1,069
Henderson 801 44.2 1,013 55.8 1,814
Henry 1,746 84.6 317 15.4 2,063
Lauderdale 763 99.1 7 0.9 770

McNairy 1,318 69.2 586 30.8 1,904
Madison 2,754 99.3 20 0.7 2,774
Obion 2,996 97.9 64 2.1 3,060
Perry 780 82.3 168 17.7 948

Shelby 7,132 99.9 5 0.1 7,137
Tipton 943 98.3 16 1.7 959

Weakley 1,189 49.7 1,201 50.3 2,390
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Original Document from Tennessee State Library and Archives
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Tennessee Secession Vote: Election of June 8, 1861
Submitted by Scott Linn, Anderson County, Tennessee

Objectives/Purpose: Students will complete a thematic map of Tennessee counties,
showing support for or against Tennessee secession. When completed, the map will
clearly reveal the division between West and Middle Tennessee in comparison to East
Tennessee.

Grade Level: Fourth-Twelfth Grade

Group Size: General class size

Lesson Time: One to two class periods, depending on the size and strength of the class.
Background Information: The Tennessee Legislature rejected secession in February of
1861. However, after shots were fired on Fort Sumter, South Carolina in April of 1861

many Tennesseans, particularly those in West and Middle Tennessee, began to call for
secession. The question of secession was put to the voters of Tennessee on June 8, 1861.

Materials:

1. Data Sheet: Results of Election of June 8, 1861 by counties.
2. Map of Tennessee counties, 1860.

3. Colored pencils. (red, orange, yellow, blue)

4. Ruler

Strategies/Procedures: Hand out the data sheet and map to students. Discuss the results
of the election with students. Do they see any trends? Where were the counties with the
highest/lowest percentages? Why? Teachers may want to break down information from
their particular county. For example, the population of Anderson County in 1860 was
7068, with 1168 voters. While 20 residents owned slaves, slightly less than 2% of the
families, 7% of Anderson County voters voted for secession. What does this tell us?

Explain that a thematic map shows one piece of information, in this case the support or
lack of support for secession by county. After giving the map a title, discuss how to divide the
numbers (percentages) and what colors to use in the key. A key with four colors works well. The
key should then be completed by the class, with the teacher putting the information on the board.

RED 100%-75%
ORANGE 74.9%-50%
YELLOW 49.9%-25%
BLUE 24.9%-0%

Next, have students look at the data sheet and put a small, appropriately colored
circle next to each county. For example in West Tennessee, Shelby->Benton would have a red
circle, McNairy orange, and Henderson->Decatur yellow. This will help cut down on confusion
and allow them to color the map more quickly. To calculate your own
percentages for Putnum, Union, and Cumberland Counties, average the counties they
voted with, or in the case of Cumberland County how surrounding counties voted.

Have students carefully color the map.




Evaluation/Assessment: Discuss with students the significance of the map and what it
tells us about Tennessee. While the numbers themselves point to the division of
Tennesseans, the data on the completed map really “jumps out.” How did this effect
Union/Confederate strategy in Tennessee? Did East Tennesseans call for a separate state,
as those in Western Virginia did?

Grade the map on neatness, clarity, and whether counties are colored appropriately.

Author’s Evaluation: This lesson can be a great lead-in to teaching the Civil War. Not
only were Northerners and Southerners at odds, but people within the same state! Also,
numbers don’t have the effect that a map has, and this lesson really helps students to
“see” the division in our state.




RESULTS OF ELECTION OF JUiL U, 1061 BY COUNTILS

County

TARLF

WEST TENHESSEE

Shelby
Hadlson
Lauderdale
Fayecte
Tipton
Hardeman
Obion
Pyer
Gibson
Haywood
Henry
Percy
Benton
HcHalry
Weakley
ilenderson
Carroll
Decatur

HIDDLE TENMESSE!

Franklin
llumphreys
Lincoln
Hickian
Robertson
Gilles -
Harren
Sumner
Hontgomery
Willlamson
Crundy
Coffec
Haury
Rutherfovd
Van Buren
Sievart
Harshall
Levls
Dickson
Lavrence
Doviduon
Cheatham
White

99.93%
99.28
99.09
98.34
‘98,33
98,14
97.91
87.49
87.48
87.00
84.63
82.28
77.79
69.22
£9.75
44,16
41,75
96.05

1bo.o00
1p0.00
100.00
i9.79

9.56
$9.55
89.16
98.94
33'76
98,58
98.51
98,00
97.92
97.04
95.95
94 .39
q6.21
94.09
9,06
.75
93,34
92.73
91.89

Counity

., Percentage
ur Soparation

i e s & At & g b e

HIDDLE TENNESS

Cannon
Hilson

" Overton

Bqd{Drd
Jackoon
Smith
DeKalb
Hacon
Havdin
Wayne
Fentress
Putnam

EAST TENNESSEE

Sulllvan
Polk
Helguy
Rhea
Sequatchie
Honroe
HcHinn
Cocke
Washington
Havrlon
lHamllton
Havwklinag
llancock
Bledsoe
Crainper
Knox
Bradley
Jefferson
Rosne
Creene
Blount
Clalborne
Johnson
Horgan
Andurson
Carter

90.05%

86.79

80.16

68,69

67.50

64 .88

56,48

39.07

31.15

31.13

16.43
aTl.02

71.37
69.95
64.31
64 .06
60.47
57.54
44,14
43,79
41.43
40,83
4040
38,35
30.69
28,26
28,20
27.73,
26.86
3.28

2.45
21.66
19.16
16.75
12.36

7.35

7.06

7.02

Fexcentage
County For Sepavatlon

EAST TENNESSEE

Campbell . 5.57%
Sevier 3.79
Scort J.52
Union v 1708
Cumberland c 53,41

bUnlun County, akthough organized as = separste county in
1854, continued to vote with the countles from which it was
formed (Campbell, Clalborne, Anderson, Gralnger, and Knox) unt
1868.
Ho rteturns wvere reported from Cumberland County.

Sources: Haohville Unlon and Americsn,June 25, 1861;
W, Dean Burnham, Presfdent{al Ballots, 1636-1892 {Baltinora,
1955), p. %42,

n
Putnam County, although organized as & separate pounty |
1854, contlnucd to vote with the counties from vhich I} vas fo
(DeXalb, Jacknon, Overton, Swith, and White) untll 1871,
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TRNNESSER
— SLATE POPULATION —
AS REPODARD I TEE 1860 CENSUS

I
|

4 \
2w | HENIRESS
Ww« A% A

% Y
5 i

@ D
. 281% . GmEoN
N 283%

| WHITE * CUMBERLAND
) S e 5%

MNAIRY | HARDIN =~ WAYNE
1B0% | 1a5% | 1B%

Scale of Miles.
o 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

SFQUATCHIE Approximate 1860 county boundary:

Percentages of slaves

T.ess than 10 to 20 to 30 to 40 to 50 to 60 to Greater
10 Percent less than less than less than less than less than less than than 80
20 Percent 30 Percent 40 Percent 50 Percent 60 Percent 70 Percent Percent

SOURCE OF DATA

This information was obtained from: Map Showing the Distribution of the Slave Population of
the United States - Compiled from the Census of 1860. The map is identified as being drawn
by E. Hergesheimer and engraved by Th. Leonhardt, and as originating from the Census Office,
Department of the Interior, Washington, Sept. Sth, 1861. It is further identified as being “Sold
for the Benefit of the Sick and Wounded Soldiers of the U.S. Army.” A copy in the Library of
Congress in Washington, D.C. was used as the source of these data.

©2000 Charles A. Bmmémm.r Jr.
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Graham, Henry S. “Map showing the distribution of the slave population of the southern states of the United States.

Compiled from the census of 1860.” Library of Congress. Loc.gov. June 23, 2016. <
https://www.loc.gov/item/ody0314/
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F.H. Watkins, 1860 Slave Schedule from Ancestory.com




F.H. Watkins, 1860 Slave Schedule from Ancestory.com






