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TAH Project

This lesson is for an Appalachian Studies Class which contains students in grades 9-12. 
The class has no text. It is taught by lecture, note taking, reading of articles, research, and other methods. The class incorporates social studies standards from several levels in the curriculum. It focuses on Southern Appalachia and in some ways could be a refresher course in some parts of U.S.History.
The lesson will examine causes of and historical happenings which led to the Battle at the Concord Bridge in Massachusetts and the Battle of Kings Mountain in South Carolina.

There will also be a focus on comparing/contrasting the minutemen and the overmountain men.
Standards: Era 3 

Students will

4.31 Locate and identify the major military battles, campaigns, and turning points of the American Revolution, including: (G, H, TN)

8.25 Identify and explain the significance of the major battles, leaders, and events of the American Revolution, including: (C, E, H, P, TN)
Goals and Objectives

Students will compare the minutemen and the overmountain men by using a Venn diagram to understand the similarities between the happenings at Lexington/Concord and the Overmountain area and Kings Mountain. 
Materials needed

Power Point, copies of sermons, copies of pictures (in power point) , venn diagram, quiz.

Set

There will be a few pictures, etc. in the front of the room that reflect the American Revolution.

Students will be asked to briefly recall “facts” they remember about the American Revolution. If students cannot recall anything happening in the southern region the teacher should ask questions to help students recall previous learning. (5-10 mins)
Procedures

Students will be placed in 8 small groups and each group will be given a copy of a picture or painting and ask to study it for a few minutes. After this time period Photo Analysis Worksheets will be handed out and the student will be ask to answer the worksheet as much as possible. (5-8 mins.)
A teacher led discussion will follow this group work. The pictures will be displayed for the class by power point. “What is seen?” What is happening?” The teacher will begin to tie or connect the Battle of Lexington/ Concord Bridge to Sycamore Shoals / Kings Mountain through this discussion. (20-25 mins.)

Students will examine another handout which has a copy of Rev. Samuel Doak’s sermon and prayer at Sycamore Shoals and excerpts from Rev. William Emerson of Concord. “Are there similarities between the messages of Doak and Emerson?” (10 mins.)

The balance of the lesson will be lecture and notes about the gathering at Sycamore Shoals and the Battle of Kings Mountain with similarities to the Battle at Concord/Lexington noted. A power point will be used to facilitate lecture notes. (25 mins.)

Closure 

On an index card students will write a sentence explaining how an event in Concord/Lexington corresponds to an event at Sycamore Shoals or Kings Mountain.

Each student will recall and write down one new fact about Concord or Kings Mountain that they learned today. This will be the students pass out of class.  (5 mins.)

A 10 question quiz will follow the next instructional day.   
  Samuel Doak’s Famous Sermon and Prayer at Sycamore Shoals Muster, September 1780 preceding the battle:
“My countrymen, you are about to set out on an expedition which is full of hardships and dangers, but one in which the Almighty will attend you. The Mother Country has her hand upon you, these American colonies, and takes that for which our fathers planted their homes in the wilderness—OUR LIBERTY. Taxation without representation and the quartering of soldiers in the homes of our people without their consent are evidence that the crown of England would take from its American Subjects the last vestige of Freedom. Your brethren across the mountains are crying like Macedonia unto your help. God forbid that you should refuse to hear and answer their call - but the call of your brethren is not all. The enemy is marching hither to destroy your homes. Brave men, you are not unacquainted with battle. Your hands have already been taught to war and your fingers to fight. You have wrested these beautiful valleys of the Holston and Watauga from the savage hand. Will you tarry now until the other enemy carries fire and sword to your very doors? No, it shall not be. Go forth then in the strength of your manhood to the aid of your brethren, the defense of your liberty and the protection of your homes. And may the God of Justice be with you and give you victory. 

“Let Us Pray”

Almighty and gracious God! Thou hast been the refuge and strength of Thy people in all ages. In time of sorest need we have learned to come to Thee—our Rock and our Fortress. Thou knowest the dangers and snares that surround us on march and in battle. Thou knowest the dangers that constantly threaten the humble, but well beloved homes, which Thy servants have left behind them. O, in Thine infinite mercy, save us from the cruel hand of the savage, and of tyrant. Save the unprotected homes while fathers and husbands and sons are far away fighting for freedom and helping the oppressed. Thou, who promised to protect the sparrow in its flight, keep ceaseless watch, by day and by night, over our loved ones. The helpless women and little children, we commit to Thy care. Thou wilt not leave them or forsake them in times of loneliness and anxiety and terror. O, God of Battle, arise in Thy might. Avenge the slaughter of Thy people. Confound those who plot for our destruction. Crown this mighty effort with victory, and smite those who exalt themselves against liberty and justice and truth. Help us as good soldiers to wield the SWORD OF THE LORD AND GIDEON. AMEN.”
Reverend William Emerson Prayer to Militia Officers at Concord Bridge, 1775

Gentlemen: In all Probability you will be called to real Service. The clouds hang thick over our Heads. Indications of an approaching Storm of War and Bloodshed. The Enemies of our King, Robbers of our Constitution and of all our precious Privileges, are already in Arms against us. God and Man therefore expect that you will be prepared. And may the God of the Armies of Israel give you a martial Spirit, furnish you with Skill, and inspire you with all the Sentiments of a true and resolute Defender of the Rights and Privileges of our invaded Constitution. May you, as Officers, conduct in such a Manner as to reflect Honour upon the military Character:--be a shining Example to the Soldiers under your Command, and should you be called in the Field of Battle (God forbid), that you may be able then to make that noble Speech that Joab once made, “Be of good Courage, and let us play the men for our people and for the cities of our God, and the Lord do that which seemeth to him good.”

And particularly let me address you, Gentlemen, that command the detached Parties in this Town. Our Eyes are more especially upon you. We view you as those whom God has raised up to defend us from the insults of the encroaching Enemy. You have need of all those Graces and Gifts and qualities that we have been speaking of, that constitute the Christian Soldier. May the Lord endue you with them and make you glorify himself in defending your Privileges. Banish from your Minds the Fear of Man with a hearty effectual Sense of the fear of God. “Let him be your Fear and your Dread.” And then I doubt not that the Lord will cover your Head in the Day of Battle and carry you on from Victory to Victory, till your Enemies know that there is a God in New England, that will plead the Cause of his injured People, and save them that trust in him. We wish a Blessing out of the House.

