Secession and Union in Tennessee

Introduction:

In February 1861, Tennessee voted against secession, but by June when a second vote was
taken the majority of Tennessee voters favored secession. This lesson focuses on why Middle
and West Tennessee eventually supported secession while East Tennessee remained strongly
Unionist

Guiding Questions:
What factors influenced Tennessee’s secession vote?

Why did East Tennessee remain strongly Unionist?

Learning Objectives:
The learner will analyze primary and secondary sources to determine what factors influenced
Tennesseans’ secession votes.

The learner will analyze secondary sources to determine why East Tennessee remained strongly
Unionist.

The learner will demonstrate knowledge by completing graphic organizer/Exit Card

Curriculum Standards:
History

5.6 Explain with supporting details why Tennessee was divided on the issue of secession and the events
that led it to eventually leave the Union to include: state convention vote of 1861, the Free and
Independent State of Scott, Hurst Nation, East Tennessee mostly pro-Union and divided families. (H, P,
TN)

8.75 Explain the geographical division of Tennessee over the issue of slavery and secession, including
Governor Harris, the secession convention vote of 1861, anti-secession efforts, and Scott County. (P, TN)

Materials Needed:

Secession or Union Quote Cards

Tennessee Slave Population Map



Secession Vote Map
Voting Results by County Chart for your region

Voting results for Sevier County and Hamilton County

Background:

Informational Text: Secession in Tennessee, Hurst Nation, and the State of Scott

Lesson Activities:
Activity 1- Secession or Union Quote Cards
Partner Activity
Give each student a card. Ask them to find one other student with the same
qguotation. Then have the students work as partners to determine if the author
of the quote is pro-Union or pro-secession. Ask them if the author of the quote
provides any evidence to support his or her position. After students have read
and discussed the quotes with their partners, read each quote and have the
students tell you if the author is pro-Union or pro-Secession. Ask them to share
any evidence the author provides to support his or her opinion.

Activity 2 — Slave Population Map

Whole Class Activity

Give each student a printed copy of the map and project the image on a
whiteboard if possible. Ask the students to find their home county on the map
and use the map key to determine what percentage of the county’s population
was enslaved in 1860. Next, have the students look at neighboring counties and
determine if the percentages are similar or different. Ask the students to
brainstorm some reasons to explain the percentages and any differences they
noted. Ask students what overall patterns they notice for the state. Guide
student discussion to the idea that counties and regions with large areas of
fertile soil were more likely to have high percentages of slaves than counties or
regions with less fertile soil or rocky terrain.

Activity 3- Secession Voting Map and Results by County chart
Whole Class Activity
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http://www.teachtnhistory.org/file/Secession%20in%20Tennessee%20Hurst%20Nation%20and%20the%20State%20of%20Scott%20Teacher%20Packet2017.pdf
http://www.teachtnhistory.org/file/Secession%20in%20Tennessee%20Hurst%20Nation%20and%20the%20State%20of%20Scott%20Teacher%20Packet2017.pdf

Give each student a printed copy of the map and project the image on a
whiteboard if possible. Ask the students to find their home county on the map
and use the map key to determine what percentage of the county’s population
voted for secession. Ask students what overall patterns they notice for the state.
Ask students to compare the two maps. Have students look at the Results by
County chart. Ask them to identify and explain patterns in the voting results
Guide student discussion to the idea that areas with higher numbers of slaves
engaged in plantation style agriculture were more likely to vote for secession
than areas with fewer slaves.

(Optional) Activity 4- Sevier County and Hamilton County Results

Whole Class Activity

Ask students to examine the handwritten voting results for Sevier and Hamilton
counties. Ask students to compare and contrast the documents.

Assessment: Graphic Organizer/ Exit Card
Students will be complete the graphic organizer/exit card included with the lesson

Extending the Lesson:
Ask students to imagine that they are writing an editorial that will appear in the local

newspaper just before the vote on June 8, 1861. The editorial should cite evidence from the

lesson to support its position for or against secession. For information on how to write an

editorial, see Tips for Editorial Writing from the University Interscholastic League, Texas

i
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http://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/aplus/editorial-writing-tips.pdf

Secession and Union in Tennessee

List 3 key ideas from the lesson.

A.

List 2 ways that today’s lesson connects to what you already knew about
this topic or 2 questions you still have about the topic.

A

Write a one sentence summary of the lesson.

A.
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Vote on Secession in East Tennessee, June 8, 1861

County

Anderson
Bledsoe
Blount
Bradley
Campbell
Carter
Claiborne
Cocke
Cumberland
Grainger
Greene
Hamilton
Hancock
Hawkins
Jefferson
Johnson
Knox
McMinn
Marion
Meigs
Monroe
Morgan
Polk

Rhea
Roane

Scott

197
418
507
59
86
250

518

586
744
854
279
908
603
111
1,214
904
414
481
1,096
50
738
360
454

19

%
7.1
28.3
19.1
26.8
5.6
6.0
16.7
304
not available

28.2
21.7
40.4
30.7
38.3
233
12.4
27.6
44.1
40.8
64.3
58.6
7.4
70.0
64.1
225

3.5

1,278
500

1,766
1,382
1,000
1,343
1,243

1,185

1,492
2,691
1,260
630
1,460
1,987
787
3,196
1,144
600
267
774
630
317
202
1,568

521

%

92.9
71.7
80.9
73.2
94.4
94.0
83.3
69.6

not available

71.8
78.3
59.6
69.3
61.7
76.7
87.6
72.4
55.9
59.2
35.7
41.4
92.6
30.0
35.9
77.5

96.5

Total
1,375
697

2,184
1,889
1,059
1,429
1,493

1,703

2,078
3,435
2,114
909
2,368
2,590
898
4,415
2,048
1,014
748
1,870
680
1,055
562
2,022

540





















	Introduction:
	Guiding Questions:
	Learning Objectives:
	Curriculum Standards:
	Materials Needed:
	Background:
	Lesson Activities:
	Assessment:  Graphic Organizer/ Exit Card
	Extending the Lesson:



