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TENNESSEE’S IN VITATION TO CARPET-BAGGERS+
By W. B. Hessrrrms

The emphasis which has been placed upon the political history
of the reconstruetion of the South has tended to elevate the
politieal ““Carpet-Bagger’ to a position of prominence. The
less dramatic, but more abiding brother of the political advey.
turer who eame to exploit the South, the economic ““Carpet.
Bagger,’” has been lost from sight. Moreover, with the recovery
of conservative control in the southern states, the carpet-bagger,
whether economie or political, has been made into o figure of il
repute. The more spectacular of the political adventurers douht-
less deserved the odinm which has been attached to the name,
but even in the ranks of {he political carpet-bageer there Were
many who do not degerve wholesale condemnation. The economic
carpet-bagger, the man who came South, carpethag in hand,
after the war to exploit the natural vesourees of the land rather
than the newly enfranchised freedman, deserves commendation
rather than condemnation.

tempted to encourage immigrati therners and .
Europeans to their states.  South Carolina and Tennessee_
established immigration boards to entice immigrants, and acts

neies which would send in immi.

Like most of the South, Tennessee had been shunned by im-
migrants before the Civil War. The presence of slavery, and
the greater attractiveness of the western soils, combined to lead
immigrants away from the Sonth. More people left the glave
states for the {ree states than came in from the North. In this
situation, Hast Tennessee, which wag not contaminated by the.
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regence of the peculiar institution to an oppressive extent,
fered with the rest of the state. Despite the fact thal an
ﬁ’glishman, residing in East Tennessee, published in London
: ‘brochure calling on dairy maids, Seoteh shepherds with collie
0 CARPET-BAGGERS*- ogs, hatters, and textile workers to migrate to Fast Tennessee,®
o section suffered from the general neglect which the immi-
rant accorded the South. Fast Tennesseeans, as a rvesult,
dopted a defense mechanism and declared that they did not
ant immigrants among them. The raucous Parson Brown-
sereamed to the Reverend Pryne: ‘‘Leave us in the peace-
ble possession of our slaves, and our Northern Neighbors may
ave all the paupers and conviets that pour in upon us from
uropean prisons!’’®  In 1850 only 178,174 out of a total free
pulation of 763,285 in Tennessee had been born outside the
tate. Most of those had come from other southern states, and
ly 5,740 were FKuropeans.*
By 1860, Parson Brownlow, who always reserved the right
o change his mind, began to feel that capital should be en-
uraged to migrate o East Tennessee to develop its mineral
osources.” The war left East Tennessee with a depleted popu-
ation,® and when Brownlow returned from exile, he began to
dvocate the immigration of loyal men into his seetion. ‘““We
2l the attention of loyal men in other states to the wants of
his portion of Tennessee, and especially Knoxville. We want
. ’? tin shops, house carpenters, boot and shoe shops, tanneries,
ilors, blacksmiths, saddlers, harness makers, carriage makers,
d Union mechanies, ‘‘to take the place of a vile set of rebel
ick-spitters who have had their day, and whose prospective
ourse, and persecution of loyal men forbid that they should
wver do business here again.’”
Brownlow’s interest in immigration was political and social
ather than economic. In November, 1864, he deplored the fact
at Union women walked the streets of Louisville begging, while
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their husbands were in the Federal army. ‘‘Thanks to God,»:

he exclaimed, “‘labor is everywhere remunerative, and when thig’
war is over the scornful, proud, and bitter rebel woman will.

find herself upon a level with the poor Union woman, withont.
a gang of negroes at her command. ... We hope to see the day

in Kast Tennessee when it will no longer be dishonorable for.
young ladies to learn to sew and work in the kitchen. N ay, we:

desire to see the day come when the honest and virtuous poor

who have been punished and persecuted by the hateful arig.:
tocracy, will be called upon, in merey, to give their descendantg
employment.””® The abolition of slavery was, to Brownlow, 5

means of bringing about the millenium.,

Colonel Nat G, Taylor, a leading Unionist, was also convineed:
that the end of slavery would save the state, and informed the"

Parson, just before he became governor, that the ratificatio

of the Thirteenth Amendment would cause an increase of three
quarters of a million in the population of the state, and with
negroes free, the development of the great natural resonrces 0

the state would begin.® In his inaugural address, Brownlow
elaborating on this theme, declared that slavery was a
‘‘nuisance’’ which had obstructed the development of the state

One of the signs of the times,’” he continued, ‘‘is that the natural:

features of the Southern States are now being expatiated upon,
In, order that enterprising emigrants may be led to come among
us, and add to our capital and enterprise. Tennessee holds out
inducements to wealthy and industrious emigrants that no other
border state affords.”’® But it is evident that Brownlow was
more interested in the influx of capital than of labor, for, in
his message to the legislature, he pointed out that there was
reason to expect an inerease of population after the war, and,
enumerating the state debt, he suggested an increase of taxeg.t

The expected influx of capital to the South ocenrred. Cotton
was high, and the southern planters were eager for capital
Desirous of selling their lands, the planters welcomed the north-
erner who came south with the idea that the negro would work
for him out of gratitude. All over the Black Belt, cotton plan-

8Tbid., Nov. 16, 1864. :
9TPaylor to Brownlow, ibid., Feb, 22, 1865,
10Whig and Ventilator, April 12, 1865,
1171bid., April 19, 1865,
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ore sold or leaged to ex-officers of the Union armies.??
Tennessee urged their readers who had lands,
i1 or Tactory sites, or coal, copper, or lead mines, to advertise.
he papers assured their readers that the notices would come
the attention of merchants, manufacturers, and bankers—
e very class of men ... whose help is needed In developing

- wealth of our great state.””? Companies were formed to
velop the natural resources of the state. In 1865 the Tennessee
\slonial, Agricultural, Mining, and Manufacturing Company,
mposed of one Tennesseean and four New Yorkers, was char-
od with a capital of £200,000, and anthorized to raise vine-
+ds and engage in mining and manufacturing.** The next
ar, the Tennessce Colonial and Tmmigration Company was
ormed.r® The companies were € idently intent on selling land
‘adventurous Yankees, but they do not seem 1o have accom-
hed much. In 1865 the state senate created a committee on
immigration, which made no report.! In the early part of 1867
the legislature ineorporated, with a capital of five million dol-
rs, the American HEmigration Sociely, which was designed to
gell land to northern and foreign immigrants.'’

. To some extent, these efforts to attract capital to Tennessee
re successful. General J. T. Wilder, of Indiana, who had
fought at Chattanooga and Knoxville, returned to Tennessee
fter the war, and began the manufacture of iron in Roane
ounty.’* Iron foundries were opened by northern capital in
attanooga,'® and the city directories of Chattanooga and
noxville show a tremendous influx of northern business. In
869 northern immigrants owned one-gixth of the property in
noxville.*
But if northern capital came to the South, northern labor did
t. The conservative press was as eager as the radicals to
btain laborers. The Negroes were disorganized and were re-
using to work, and the planters had hopes that northern and
oreign labor would be steadier. ‘‘Immigration Societies,”’

fions W
swspapers I

‘12W, L. Fleming, Civil Wor and Reconstruction in Alabamd, 322-3.
‘18Nashville Daily Press and Témes, Jan., 1, 1867.
‘144 gts of Tennessee, lst session, 34th General Assembly, 74
16]bid,, 2nd session, 811,
- 16Ibid., 411.
{ 17Tbid., 119-121.
18Facts and Figures . . . Concerning East Tennessee, 24.
. 19Chattanooga News, April 9, 1930,
20Brownlow’s Knowville Whig and Ventilator, May 5, 1869.
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mostly frandulent, were formed to furnish labor to the planters =
and in, West Tennessee the planters perceived in immigration j
means not only of restoring prosperity to agriculture, hut of
restoring the conservatives to power. The theory was advaneeq

that Tennessee needed ‘“a regular system of labor, and it ean 'portioll

be obtained only by importation from abroad.”’ Tgnorani Ger. there is

mans and Irish, moreover, would vote zg the planters directeq,

But the radical press pointed ont that foreign immigrantg who

entered Missouri and the northwest “all vote the Republic

ticket as faithfully as they hew wood and draw water,’’22
The realization of the fact that the immigrants wer

ai

h re sup. of the D
porters of the radical regime did not, in general, incline the |

conservatives to favor the newcomers. Despite the fact that the
conservatives assured the immigrants that they were welcome
the radicals played up occasional outrages against them in order -
to keep them loyal to the Republican control. ¢Shoot and stab
Union farmers, and burn down their sawmills,”” exhorted the
radical press when a northerner’s sawmill was burned ; CIt
proves that rebels are anxious to encourage northern imm;j
grants, and saves the trouble of proving one’s loyalty by a test
oath.””2®  Such exhortations mevely served to increase the re-
sentment of the conservatives,

Whatever immigration of labor there was into Tennessee went ‘Wegian,
into the eastern soction. Fast Tennessee, loyalist and Republi large a y
can, was the most orderly part of the state. The exodus of The de
few men who made themselves obnoxious by their oppressio
of Union men during the war’’ and ““sought more congenial
society elsewhere’” made room for ‘““hundreds of families’ o
loyal men.2¢ Qf 367 immigrants who passed through Columbus,
Ohio, in February 1867, 139 were going to Missour and 35 to
Tennessee. Since Misgonri was also Republican, radieals in gration -
Tennessee, pointing out that Tennessee’s immigration had i Chattang
creaged since the passage of her radical laws, declared : : branch s
people admire the radieal policy.””?  Wast Tennessee receive
1o immigrants becanuse of itg “ruffianism,”” while Rast Tenne help ther
see boasted of the arrival of from six to eight familieg g week. City of N

21Fleming, Civil War and Reconstruction in Alabama, 318, 718, 2elbid., .
2*Nashville Daily Pross and Times, Tob, 13, 1867 _ . 28Ibid,,
28Tbid., Teb. 21, 1867, 207bid., 1
241bid., Jan. 15, 1867, : . 30Ibid,, ]
26Ibid., Feb, 8, 1867,

. 817hid., .
26Ibid., March 19, 1867, 821bid., .
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g a large number of farmers in Tennessee,”” declared
sadical organ in Naghville, ‘“who are pressed for money, and
orild gladly sell a part of their lands, but no immigration comes
elieve therm. Tmmigrants prefer lands of the strongly loyal
tion of the state to the richest lands of this division, where
re is a bitter opposition to the State Government. It is a
arkable fact that Missouri and Hast Tennessee are receiving
ore new settlers than all the rest of the South. Immigrants

peace, and they naturally seek that in loyal communities.’ 21

osgibly because of the msettled condition of the state, most
of several families, or even

fhe immigrants came in groups
lonies. In the spmmer of 1867 a colony of Penngylvanians
acres of ironlandsin Hickman County and

iron. This colony was welcomed by
press of the state, and farmers with surplus lands were
d to offer small farms for aale to sueh immigrants. The
ony was hailed as the ‘‘harbinger of better days’’ for the
outh.?® At Sneedsville, a colony of thirty families of “‘thrifty
independent’’ Pennsylvanians was gottled.?® Lands in the
uth were selling at the time as cheap as five dollars an acre,

it was snggested that companies be organized in the north
o buy up southern lands and settle them with German, Nor-
egian, or Duteh farmers. ““No investment offers so sure and

arge a profit.””®"
The desire for Kuropean immigrants even led the farmers of

Maury County to contribute to the building of Catholie chureh
(Columbia, in hopes that Trish would be attracted to the com-
unity.®* The various German gocieties in Nashville called a
eting of all German citizens at Turner Hall ‘‘to take info
corisideration the best measures for promoting German immi-
ration to this state.” Simultaneous meetings were held in
hattanooga, Knoxville, and Memphis, and it was hoped that
ranch societies would be formed throughout the state. These
ocieties would assist immigrants to find suitable locations, and
clp them get ogtablished.’? The ‘‘German Agsociation of the
ty of Nashville’” was established, and received a charter from

re i

o_posed to manufacture

271bid., April 29, 1867.
287bid., April 22 and Sept, 11, 1867.
20Ibid., Feb. 14, 1863,

'807bid., Feb. 5, 1868.

317bid., Ang. 31, 1867.

82Ibid., Aug. 14, 1867.
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the legislature. By the act of incorporation, the soeiety wa,
‘“authorized to procure laborers for parties applying to themy
to act as agents for land owners desirons of selling their prg
erty, and for parties wishing to buy lands in the State of Tey,
nessee.”’®  The society held regular meetings for a time. A4
its first meeting, it suggested that the state establish & bureay
of immigration.34

‘When the legislators met in the fall of 1867, Governor Browy.
low informed them that hig ¢‘fond hope . . . that a tide of imy;.
gration would set in to this State from the Northern States ang
from Hurope’ had not been gratified. That the “mild ang
healthy climate, fertile soil, magnificent scenery, and pure ang
abundant water”’ of Tennessee had not enticed “‘men of capital
and enterprise,’’ he attributed to the ““intolerant and proserip-
tive spirit’’ of the former Confederates. This spirit, said the
governor, was the obvious result of the ““ingane’’ poliey of
President Johnson, ‘“who constantly holds out . . . [to these
pestilential disloyalists] . . . the prospect of being restored to
power at an early day.’”” But as the influence of Johnson wag’
declining, Brownlow hoped for a better spirit in the state, and:
suggested that the legislature take steps to encourage immnyigra-
tion.® Both Senate and House appointed standing committecs:
on immigration,® and in December, 1867, the State Board of :;
Immigration of five members was established.

The State Board of Immigration was anthorized to ‘“do al
and everything which may and will advance and encourage im
migration.”’ It might publish books and pamphlets, and adver
tise in northern newspapers. Agents were to be gent to northern
and eastern states. later
to carry on this work, and the board was allowed to receive
contributions from any who might be interested.’” As commis
sioner under the board, Brownlow appointed the Reverend Her
mann Bokum, formerly an agent of the Freedman’s Bureaun n
East Tennessee, and deseribed as a ““ripe German scholar

33dcts of Tennessee, 1st gession, 35th General Assembly, 24,

3¢Nashville Daily Press and Times, Aug, 21, 1867, -
88dots of Tennessee, 1st session, 35th General Assembly, Appendix, 15-16.
88Adcts of Tennessee, 1st session, 35th Assembly, 303, 317.

371%id,, 11-12 (December 4, 1867).
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ring the war, Bokum had been in the immigration bureau
he Department of State in ‘Washington.®®
s than three months after his appointment, Bokum pub-

shed a book setting forth the attractions of Tennessee. After

aseription of the state as a whole, Bokum dealt with the
nties of each division. The thirty counties of Hast Tenncssee
.o described in detail in forty-nine pages, whereas forty-two
on sufficed for the fifty-four counties of the other two divi-

ons. In the general account of the state, Hast Tennessee was
ost frequently referred to,

; and generally to the disparagement
the other sections. West Tennessee received only fourteen
ses, and most of them dealt with the city of Memphis where
re were twelve thousand Germans.

Mhe animus back of this preference for Wast Tennessee was
viously political. The war, declared Bokum, had swept away
institution of slavery, and afforded an opportunity for East
nnesseeans and northerners to get acquainted. ¢ And it grad-
Iy placed the people of Mast Tennessee, In consequence of

heir unbending loyalty, in a position of great influence in the

section of the affairs of the state.”” This position had been
¢d to reestablish the state’s finances, restore order, establish
blic schools, and develop the resources of the state. The
icultura) Tesources were dealt with, but Bokum showed a

woater enthusiasm in writing about the mineral resources and
he industirial opportunities. The presence of slavery had hith-

to prevented the working of the mineral resources, but Bokum
ticipated a great stimulus in that field. As for manufactures,

he people of HKast Tennessee were earnestly advocating their

tablishment. ‘“They have come to the conclusion,” he as-

serted, “that they are too poor to do withont manufactories,”’

id were realizing that an overemphasis on agriculture was

reedman’s Bureau in
e (German scholar.’

ly, 24,

sKnoxville Daily Free Press, Dec. 17, 1867; Bokum, op. ¢it, 3-4, 126 note. The
s comptroller in his report to the legislature believed that this state effort would

bring vesults. ‘‘If cheap lands, a fertile moil, » most salubrious and invigorating
dtmosphere, a home market for all the products of the soil, are the considerations

gt influence immigrants in their choice of fnture homes, then surely Tennessee of-
rs them all, with fewer drawbacks than does any other state in the Union.

therto, the existenee of slavery repelled from our state, that class of immigrants

bly, Appendix, 15-16,
317.

st calculated to develop our agricultural wealth. Now that thig objection is re-
oved, and that the large landed proprietors £ind it to their interest to cut up their
tates, and sell, or lease, in such guantity as may be desired, we have every eonfi-
énce that the tide of immigration will soon seb Tennessee-ward’’. Reports to the

35th Gleneval Assembly, 55.
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making them ““poorer every day.”’” The legislature hag d
clared that, without industrial development, Tennessee woulg.
never be other than a pauper state.

As for agriculture, which received but litile attention Tro
the scholarly Gterman, Bokum promised a renaissance when th
growing of cotton, which had supported the slave system, ay
which had exhausted the soil, should give way before diversifie
erops. West Tennessee, thought Bokum, might in time Tiva
Illinois as a cereal producing section, and the introduction of
farming population that had heen accustomed to a better systep;
of agriculture might be a help. “‘Still it ought to be borne i
mind,”” said he, bearing in mind the minerals, ‘“that they can
only aid in the work which is to be accomplished,”? :

r
heavily in the section and were oxtending their operatious,

Moreover, he argued, ‘‘the great mass of the citizens of Ten-
nessee are favorable to immigration, and are likely to treat
the immigrant with courtesy and kindness. In this respect

differences of political opinion have but little weight. . .. T
have found that gentlemen who hold political opirions diagonall
opposite the one from the other are still ready to join with eac
other in building up the State by introducing into it capital an
an industrions immigrant population.”’

In an address to the people, Bokum appealed for support fo
the State Board of Immj i i

which would eo-oper

informatioh. . :
legislature, in order to encourage the project, purchased two
thousand dollars worth of Bokum ’s book for cirenlation.?®

39Hermann Bolum, The Tennessee Handbook and Immigrants Guide:
Desoription of the State of Tennessce; Iis Agriewltural and Mineralogieal Character;
Its Waterpower, Timber, Soil, and Climate; Its Various Railroad Lines, Completed
. Progress, and Projected; Its Adaptation for Sieck Raising, Grape Culture, 6t
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s hook had considerable effect in creat-

the publication of thi
me were attracted

nterest within the state, and doubtless 80
i{ from the outside. A bill was introduced into the legislature

vite capital and manufacturing to the state, and 1t was

posed to form an assoclation to encourage industry. During

g 5 number of colonies were established in the state, possibly

~ rogult of this official effort. A colony of one hundred from
posylvania and Tndiana was established on a tract of land
-chased for the purpose in Overton County; English grape
wers established themselves in Grundy County. In Cumber-
d County, the efforts of W. W. Powell, the land agent, re-
Ited in 119 immigrants coming in, and in Roane County, Gen-
Wilder’s iron establishment was successfnl, and had a town
hree hundred around it. An immigration company Was
aned in Memphis which would settle Kuropean colonies along

Mississippl and Tennessee railroads.s® Brownlow received

ttors, even from Towa, asking for more information about the

te.tt
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1 were successful: a “Duteh”’
d the local press declared that

Germans were no better than negroes, who, at least, were
 to speak English.*? Moreover, the report persisted that
nnessecans warred on strangers from the north. The Naghville
gan of the radicals, in denying this, declared: ‘‘“We would
joice heartily to see a hundred thousand Northern business
“ni gettle in this state during the present year. Between this

1 T
“With Special Reference 1o the Subject of Tmmigration (Philadeiphia, 1868).
sspecially pp. 6-7, 13, 54, 84, 95, 101-2, 105-6, 109, 132-35. A sample of some

te information which was thought to have an appeal for jmmigrants is the fol-
ig letter from W. W. Powell of Cumberland Connty to Bokum: ¢ My first knowl-
:of {his country dates back to May, 1860, at which time I eame heve a confirmed
valid, made so by bronchitis, affection of the kidneys, ehromic yheumatism, liver
aint, jaundice, and general debility. From a]] these difficulties T was in a fow
hs entirely relieved, with the mingle exception of bronchitis from which I was s0
velieved as to be entirvely exempt, up to the present time, from gutfering. My
gidence here during the entire summer of 1860 gecured to me & degree of health
d strength never before enjoyed, and which 1 have in mo measure logt, I have mow,

- {he age of sixty-two, the elagticity of hoyhood, and the firm step and ruddy eom-
oxion of sound health. TUnder these creumstances you will not be surprised at my
carefully watched its in-

nqialified testimony in faver of this climate, I have

ce upon the condition of others, ag well as my 0wWn, and have often questiomed
b disease it, in epnmection with a free and persistent use of onr chalyhee walers,
i not cure, or at least greatly allaviate’? (p. 101).
‘40N aghville Daily Press and Times, Teb. 21, March 2, April 6, Sept. 21, Mareh 23,
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circulars, and he sug-
established associations
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1Whig and Ventilator, March 18, 1863,
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class of neweomers and old residents we make no distinetion "

However, the paper declared that the “riffraff’’ who came ;

for politics were not wanted.**> An Ohioan at Greeneville wrotg:
north that Kast Tennessce, at least, welecomed immigrants and-
that the ‘“Southern Feeling’’ was gone from all but the mingg

of a few ““foggils.”’ ‘

On the whole, immigrants seem to have been desired by 5
soeial and political classes. The annual report of the Secretar
of the Interior for 1867 showed that immigration to the Unite

L

States was on the increase, and estimated that every immigrant

added one thousand dollars annually to the productive wealt}
of the country. Since this made the laborer as desirable ag the
capitalist, Bokum was exhorted to ““take courage, and work with
spirit, hope and renewed vigor,? .
Bokum did not need to be exhorted to work. In March, 1868;
he reported that he had received detailed accounts of their re:
sources from several counties, and that large numbers of northi
ern people had entered the state. One speech before a farmerg
club in New York had resulted in tifty letters of inquiry, and many
people were moving. Cumberland, Warren, Coffee, Franklin;
Dickson, and Bradley counties had received accessions through
hig efforts.®® In May he moved his headquarters to New York
and had received fifty dollars in subscriptions to aid his work,
One man offered to be one of one hundred to give one hundred
dollars each, if the state would appropriate $10,000 to encourag
immigration.** Bokum spent much of his time writing letter
to New York papers, assuring them of the law-abiding tend
encies of Hast Tennessee, and pointing out the investment o
northern capital in the copper mines at Ducktown, in the z
mines of Mossy Oreek, the iron foundries in Greene County
and the marble quarries in Hawking ag proof of the reign o
law and order. The presence of a snow storm in May was use
by Bokum to praise the climate of Tennessee; two months before
when New York was in the midst of such a storm, Bokum ha
stood on the top of Lookont Mountain, ‘‘intensely enjoying th
invigorating and exhilirating air.””*" Speeches were also us

¢3Ibid., July 15, 1868.

14 Whig and Ventilator, Mareh 18; Press and Times, March 9, 1868,
46 Press and Times, March 14, 1868,
461bid., May 16, 1868,

+7Bokum fo the New York Tribune, quoted in Whig and Ventilator, May 20, 18
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tinned,* while the presidents of southern railroads commendeq
Bokum’s work, and reduced the fare for immigrants to one cont

a mile,%

But if the legislature failed to make appropriations for iy,
migration, local interest did not flag. The Knoxville Industrig)
Association published a pamphlet setiing forth the advantageg
of Hast Tennessee, and especially Knoxville, to the immigrating
laborer or capitalist. Although the association admitted that
the soil of Kast Tennessee would not compare with that of t],
western states, it declared that it quickly responds to king
treatment.”” But the greater part of the book dealt with the
mineral resourees and the industrial opportanities of the region,
Most of the faets were supplied by Judge 0. P. Temple and
General J.'F. Wilder. The section, said the association, abonndeq
in minerals, and in regard to manufactores, ‘““we offer all the:
advantages of choice and monopoly of a New State.”” Coiton
mills, iron foundries, and marble quarries were needed. The:

association also set forth the advantage that came from cheap.

labor in Knoxville; unskilled labor w

1

the state, and of the South, was quiet and peaceable; Ku Kluy

outrages were all in Middle and West Tennessee.5s

1t is evident that Kast Tennessee was more interested in the
development of its industrial and mineral resources than in
encouraging the immigration of agricultural labor, But the
rest of the state desired relief from agricultural digsorder. One
observer declared that the entire South wag inviting immigrants
““to help rebuild, on the ruins and aghes of war, the coveted
temple of prosperity.’”™” With this desire for immigrants,
southern members of Congress supported a bill for subgidizin
by a contract for carrying mail, a steamship company which,
supported by southern unmigration societies, would bring
Kuropean immigrants to the South.5s In Memphis, planters

54Press and Times, March 22, 18G9,

B87bid., Jan, 4 and 22, 1869, :

56Iacts and Figures eoncerning the Climate, Manufacturing Advantages and ]
Agricullural and Mineral Resources of Buast Tennessee (Published under the direc
of the Kmoxville Industriat Assoeiation, Knoxville, 1869).

57Goddard, Where to Tmmigrate and Why (Philadelphia, 1869) » 335-36.

58Press and Times, July 9, 1869,
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Tennessee’s Invitation to Carpet-

o copsider the advantages of
qaid one Tye Kim Orr, a
conld be contracted for in
month and transported

m West Tennessee agsembled t
ting Chinese labor. These,
1ege Who addressed the meeting,
a at from ten to twelve dollars a
Memphis for less than one hundred and fitty dollars.”® The
ters agreed to raise a million dolars ¢or the project, buf
1 the radical press opposed the idea of supplanting Christian
voes by heathen Chinese who ‘‘despise your Bible, deride
4r Grod, and hate your religion.”’®
this time the state of Tennessee bad passed into the con-
of the Democrats, but there 18 no indication that the con-
santives were any less willing than the radicals to encourage _
igration. Among the first acts of the Democratic legislature ;
ag the incorporation of the Migsissippl Valley Immigration
mpany, which numbered among its promoters gauch ex-Con-

derates as General Gideon J. Pillow and Governor 1sham G.

Hurris, However, it wag provided that Cthinese would not be
iported by also authorized

1 the company.” This legislatore
anties to issue bonds in order to subseribe for gtock in the
hich

diterranean and Oriental Steam Navigation Company W
Jlanned to bring immigrants from Hurope direct to southern
A further step was taken when the legislature offered
pay this company twenty-five dollars for cach immigrant
imported fo the gtate.®® 1t was evident, however, that the con-
rvatives were more interested in enconraging the introduction
Huropean immigrants than of northern capital.

Tn the second session of the legisiature, the act of 1867, creat-
g the board of immigration, was repealed.®* Seemingly,
His was a sign of congervative disapproval of the radical pro-
gram, but in reality, it was only a move to get rid of radieal
office holders. In the next segsion, the House of Representatives
sased a resolution in favor of encouraging jmmigration,® and
in December, 1871, the board was reestablished.®® It continued
s activities until it was merged with the Burean of Agricultnre,
hich still keeps up the effort to attraet settlers to Tennessee.

R
selbid., July 15, 1869

60Ibid., September 1, 1869.
sLdots of Tennesses, 1st gossion,
62Jbid., 324-5.
saIbid., 326. Cf,
6sdcts of Tennessce,
a57bid., 3vd session,
86Ibid., lst session,

2Gth General Assembly, 188.

Naghville Union ond American, May 29, June 2 and 25, 1870.
ond segsion, 36th Assembly, 97.

2.
37th General Assembly, 75-77.




