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THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN OF 1828

By Isamprr, Tromrson Krrsay

How the Election of President may result is impossible to tell.
rumor of Barter of office, intrigue and corruption stifl afloat,
ch I hope for the honor of our country there is no truth in.”!
was February 7, 1825, and Andrew Jackson was writing to a
nd the news of the capital city. Since the day when the presi-
titial election had beery thrown into the House, and that body had
n faced with the prospect of choosing among the three highest
didates, Jackson, John Quincy Adams, and William T1. Crawford,
shington had been filled with a wild surmise. Henry Clay,
ugh he had run a bad fourth in the race, yet controlled enough
tes in the House to mrake or break either of his more sticcess-
_competitors. The political pot was boiling furiously as the
iends of these gentlemen bestirred themselves. There were ru-
ors that Clay had sold his strength, {first to one candidate and
to another.  Then from Georgia the news leaked out that
wiord, in spite of his desperate efforts at concealment, was ser-
ly ill, probably a hopeless paralytic. The contest narrowed down
Jackson and Adams, and now rumor declared that Adams and
vy had made a bargain, the former to be President and the latter
have the first office in the Cabinet as the price of his support.
n February o9, 1825, the election was held. Clay voted for
_ Jackson, so far, appeared “altogether placid and courte-
572 and that evening congratulated his successful rival. But a
days later Adams offered Clay the nomination as Secretary of
e. Thereupon Jackson flew into a rage. “So you see,” he ex-
, “the Judas of the West has closed the contract and will
Ceive the thirty pieces of silver. . . . Was there ever witnessed
h a bare faced corruption in any country before?”® To the end
his days Jackson firmly believed that he had been cheated out of
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L Andrew Jackson to William B. Lewis, Feb. 7, 1825 in John Spencer Bas-
tt, (ed.), Correspondence of Andrew Jackson {(Washington, 1926-1931), II7,
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the presidency in 1825, and that the will of the people, as expré ater °a
by the fact that he had received a plurality of electoral votes: inti
been deliberately flouted by Adams and Clay. Tt was intolery ands of h
that such an insult to democracy should be perpetrated througﬁ

own person. Heretofore not unduly anxious for the presid, man can v
he now turned all his energies to achieving it. : fs main thes

Eight months later Jackson, having been renominated for p
dent, gave up his seat in the Senate and, leaving his affajr This, howey
Washington in the capable hands of his party managers, retire 1
the Iermitage. 'The next three years he wisely remained at Lo : 5,
and played a part of seeming supineness. A voluminous cor ' Ji
spondence, however, shows evidence of much quiet activity the corres
kept in constant touch with the leaders of his newly-forming pa kson was t
both in the capital and in the various states. Through Martin  iyerely conior
Buren in New York, Buchanan in Pennsylvania, Caleb Atwat - .
Ohijo, Blair and Kendall in Kentucky, Edward Livingston in I ecomuing o
isiana, Calhoun and Hayne in South Carolina, as well as many ¢
ers he kept his finger on the pulse of the nation.

yes as thou

At the same time he developed a streak of diplomacy and poplar

fused to commit himself on controversial subjects. No one ¢ .
retained a nicer balance on the political fence than did this heréts - his attsi
fore impetuous and outspoken old soldier. Quite often we ng the w
-diverted- with the spectacle of Robert Y. Hayne {rying to pin ;
down to definite statements or of John C. Calhoun marneuvring s
his own advancement, but Jackson was not to be cajoled by f
tery, and he either ignored questions of an incriminating nature
referred to his congressional record—and the latter gave scan

formation indeed. “My real friends”, he declared, “want no

formation from me on the subject of internal improvements a
manufactories, but what my public acts has afforded, and T ne
gratify my enemies.”* Jackson knew only too well the varied co
position of his party and the widely contradictory opinions to.
found within it. IHe was aware that his supporters favored him:
personal grounds alone and he picked his way accordingly. '

But on matters of more intimate concern this mantle of dipl -
macy wore thin. All through the campaign Jackson inwardly seeth Some  of
ed, muttered dire threats of retribution, and occasionally broke TJackson
into print whenever he felt some particularly opprobrious slande lhoun  pakt
had been directed at him by the “coalition”, as he scornfully charat '
terized the Adams-Clay party. Several tirnes his friends were force

+ Jackson to George W. Campbell, Feb, 14, 1828, in ibid., I1I, 390, : | O, i dbic
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progress all the way. At New Orleans the river was fall of stegy
boats, flags were waving, and crowds were cheering. Friends fres
all over the country met him, and there were four days of fs
tivities, dinners, and speech-making, Coached by Arthur P, Hayn
Jackson’s speeches created favorable comument, being eloquent gy
mostly of a military tenor. Throughout the country there were oth
celebrations of a like nature on this eighth of January, and
newspapers were generally enthusiastic, excepting, of course, i}
Adams papers. Adams himself was not without scornful words
the man who would travel hundreds of miles in the dead of winge
“to exhibit himself in pompous pageantry”.®- '

In the meantime the Jackson party had been slowly forming
Congress. Composed of many discordant elements and united
but one policy—to oust Adams and Clay—the new party mig]
have died and Jackson’s popularity have waned before 1828 ha
it not been for the exceeding wariness and energy of his ma
agers. One of the most unwearied of these managers was Ma
tin Van Buren of New York, a former Crawford man. Crawford
‘elimination turned Van Buren to Jackson, upon whose person
popularity he depended for success, trusting that ““favorable asso¢
ations”** would remove the rust from the hero’s Republican pri
ciples. Van Buren worked untiringly both in Congress and in ti
state of New York. He played an intricate game of politics with
the powerful and ambitious De Witt Clinton, who for the betf
part of the campaign kept both candidates gnessing. Early in 182
Clinton suddenly—and not inopportunely—died, and most of h
followers then lined up for Old Hickory. Another firm Jackso
supporter was James Buchanan of Pennsylvania, who accomplishe
wonders in that state and modestly characterized himself to Jackso
as “your efficient friend”*"

A third leader in the fight against Adams and Clay was none
other than the Vice President himself, John C. Calhoun. Calhot
had his own presidential aspirations and was one of those who hi
visions of using Jackson as a tool. Whatever claims to statesma
ship he may have acquired in later life, at this stage of his care
his part was hardly heroic. Hated by the Adams-Clay group an
distrusted, though necessarily accepted by the Jackson camp, he

& Adams, Memoirs, VII, 479.

10 The Autobiography of Marfin Fan Buren, ed. by John C. Fitzpatrick, in
fImerican Historical Association, Annual Report for 1918 (Whashington, 1290
1, 198,

1 James Buchanan to Jackson, Aug. 10, 1827, in John Bassett Moore (ed
The Works of James Buchanan (Philadelphia and Tondon, 1908-1911), I, 269
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ended a devious way through the politics of this era. A few days
ter Adams was elected one of Calhoun’s friends warned the new
-esident that if Clay was chosen Secretary of State an opposition
ould be organized under Jackson. Of this interview Adams wrote
his diary, “It is to bring in General Jackson as the next Presi-
¢, under the auspices of Calhoun, To this end the Administra-
n must be rendered unpopular and odious, whatever its acts and
asures may be, and Mr. Calhoun avows himself prepared to per-
m this part”.** And shortly afterward Calhoun began to fulfill
i< threat, for the committees he appointed as presiding officer of
¢ Senate were decidedly hostile to the administration.
After a few skirmishes the first real battle began in Congress
fien the young Jackson party united in opposition to the Panama
ssion. The administration proposed to send delegates to a con-
ess of the South American states which was meeting at Panama
the purpose of discussing mutual problems. The Jacksonians
these managers was Ma mediately raised the ery of unconstitutionality and quoted with
Crawford man. reat gusto that part of Washington's  Farewell Address which
k_son, upon whose persona rns against entangling alliances. Jackson himself described the
tmg that “favorable asso nama Mission as “a hasty unadvised measure, calculated to in-
the ‘hero’s Republican prin- lve us in dificulties, perhaps war”.®®  John Randolph raved in the
: enate in speeches ten hours” long, and his words were 50 intemper-
& that Calhoun was severely censured in the press for not calling
im to order. 'Thereupon the Vice President resorted to metaphysi-
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sylvania,

ongress.
The next session of .Congress -was even more stormy. The Jack-
n party was now so strong that it controlled both houses by actual
ajority. The Adams man was ousted as Speaker of the House
d a new Speaker elected who now proceeded to choose the com-
ittees with the same partiality Calboun had used in the Senate.
So high was the feeling between the two parties that we find Adams
cording in his diary that “there are about six Senators and forty
members of the House whose rancorous spirits have withdrawn from
all intercourse of civility with me”.** Challenges to duels were not
ncommon, and an actual fistic encounter took place between Adams’
n, John, and a Senate printer in the rotunda; of the capitol.
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Such was the state of affairs while the tariff bill was being pr
pared, and it inevitably became a pawn in the game of politie i1 grimly
The Jackson managers faced a particularly thorny dilemma. Th ';alfﬁheart-
had fo retain the good graces of the South who hated the ve i Ad
thought of the tariff, and at the same time please such stateg his oppe
New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio who desired the tariff an w1 the sta
whose votes were urgently needed. At length they hit upon a brilt s pride an
ant scheme and early in 1828 laid before the House a bill embogs s, From
ing not only high general duties but excessive rates on raw the vears
as well. This latter provision would satisfy the western and mjq ertavintyf
states who were the producers of raw materials, but it was g Hl clected, 1
at industrial New England who needed cheap raw materials a This fata
high protection for manufactured goods. The Jackson men, \in'n o
of the North and South, would unite in preventing amendments ﬂl;atat:m_ h
this bill, but when it came to the final vote the Southerners wo timr W
vote “Nay.” New England, which meant the Adams party, - O traini
course, would also have to reject the bill, and thus the Jacksoniag ong
would have their double triumph. For the bill would  fail; {
South would then be content, while the western and middle stg
would turn their anger against the Adams forces who would be:
blame for the failure of the bill, and the Jackson men of thos ad be §
states could still pose as the true friends of the tariff. It was. -Ot care w
very clever scheme indeed; the only trouble was—it didn't woj anoﬂuence ¢
For when the final vote came the New Englanders did not behave o betwes
as expected. Webster and his adherents accepted the detestah) _;’f his £
bill, partly from political motives and partly because any tariff loo e oain.
ed better to them than none at all. Tn such a way did the South ainet(ll ths
find itself saddled with the famous Tariff of Abominations.*® () clared sent
Southern member indignantly wrote to Jackson, “The truth is that ing to ven
this infamous Administration has pressed this most iniquitous Ty
iff against the South with I Dbelieve the express hope of dr
into Rebellion. . . .”** But another member,
that they had all been influenced by political o
clared that it was better that their votes be so
Adams and Clay succeed.”

materiy
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onsiderations, but d

influenced than th pondency
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Opposition of so determined a nature Yet this

had early put the admin
stration on the defensive.

Clay, realizing that his own presidenti

15 For a detailed account of the events I

eading up to the tariff of 1828 see
F. W. Taussig, The Tariff History of the
and London, 1931), 76-101.

United States (eighth ed., New Yo _EltEd such
18 Maj. James Hamilton, Jr, to Jackson, May 25, 1828,
111, 404,

1 John Branch to Jackson, May 23, 1828, in ibid., 403, ; 1% Adams

in Correspondence,
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unfriendly; Adams did not replace them, and thus he himselt:

nished his enemies with many of their local managers. Mg¢

of the post-office department carried on a long and veiled hgg

and Clay constantly urged that he be removed, but Adams re

at first because of McLean's efficiency and later for political

sons. Whatever else he may have done, Adams did not inaugyy
the spoils system. He saw clearly the evils that would result:

removing office-holders hecause of their political preferences

sought earnestly to avoid them.

1t was Clay who carried on the actual campaign.  Adam
not go among the people except on his journeys to and fro
Massachusetts home. It was Clay who attended the dinners, in
the speeches, wrote the pamphlets, and went traveling in doﬁb
sections of the country. He fought vigorously and at first hopef
but he, too, finally succumbed to the prevailing pessimism. His he
and spirits were both failing, and toward the end he even talke
resigr}ing ‘from the 'Cab%net.‘ This, howeve}', Adams was Ioath_ . invasion ©
permit, privately attributing it to Clay’s desire to save himself fz understandi
the sinking ship.* 1 heen conne

No account of the campaign of 1828 is complete without s ¢ance of the
mention of one especially deplorable feature—the circulation of slan i from a fc
er and calumny to influence the voters. The country was flood ich sentimer
with handbills, and the newspapers were full of such stories th ngues starte
to believe them was to believe that both candidates were abandos Ity shielded
criminals!  Jackson, whose colorful career invited numerous si er and the
attacks, once exclaimed in exasperation that “every virtuous
patriotic act of my life is charged tupon me as a crime”.* ; 4 prostrater
called a murderer, a traitor, an adulterer, a thief, a Tiar. ; s dead of
ignorant, cruel, bloodthirsty, tyrannical—even insane! th. ‘There
cused. of everything from Burr’s conspiracy to trafficking in neg tories at leas
slaves. All the regrettable squabbles of his early life were brough ne of Jacck
up; the trouble with Sevier and Benton and the duel with Dickit ’
son found wide publicity. His connection with Masonry was yife, but th
ploited.?? 'The unfortunate circumstances of his marriage were flun i
far and wide as he was accused of running away with another man nittees of «
wife. His Seminole Campaign received severe criticism. One 0 pel these 2
the stories to assume greatest notoriety was that of the execution of tion, and he
six militiamen at Fort Jackson early in 1815.  John Binns, edito

abill which -
dbill, embelli
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‘here was |
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—
23 The Cofl
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20 bid,, 525, a6,
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.n Adams paper in Philadelphia, printed the so-called Coffin
ndbill which played an important part in the campaign.  This
bill, embellished with heavy black coffins, told the whole story
he execution In lugubrious verse.™

> them, and thus he himself
f their local managers. Meof .,
ed on a long and veiled hostﬂ.e
.be removed, but Adams refy
tency and later for political
done, Adams did not inaugi
the evils that would result fro
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O! Did you hear that plaintive cry
Borne on the southern breeze?

Saw you John Harris earnest pray
For mercy, on his knees?

And so on in complete and gory detail to the sixteenth stanza.
All six militia men were shot;

And O} it seems to me
A dreadful deed—a bloody act

Of needless cruelty.
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There was just enough truth i most of these stories to make
kson squirm. He had, indeed, confirmed the death sentence of
militiamen, but that sentence was justified by the circumstances.
s invasion of Florida was unauthorized or, at best, the result of
sunderstandings and poor comnunication with Washington. He
{ been connected with Burr, though innocently. And through ig-
nce of the law he had married his wife before she was divor-
4 from a former husband. ‘T'his lfatter episode has come in for
ich sentimentalizing on the part of certain historians. When the
ngues started wagging about Rachel, Jackson is said to have care-
ully shielded her from this knowledge. After the campaign was
ition  that “every virtnous asd er and they were preparing to £0 to Washi‘ngton, she chanced
pon me as a crime”.® i ome across a particularly scurrilous E_tl‘tlde in a newspaper and
lterer, a thiel, a liar. Tle wis prostrated. From that moment _sh(? sickened and in thrm? weeks
ca]l—*even insane! He ;‘vas aas as dead of g.rief 31:1('1 chame, This is a good story, but it lacks
spiracy to trafficking in neen 1.t1‘1. There is positive proof that Mrs. Jackson kne“‘r of these

S ories at least five months before her death.** We may infer from

» of his early life :
- v " | |
vere blought_ one of Jacckson's letters that she also had heard these stories

iton and the duel wi s
. el with D . .
ection with Masen wa::keliJ y, 18277 Jackson was especially enraged at any attack on his

1ces of his marriage were flun ife, hut the advice of his friends and a streak of caution—as
nning away with znothere un’ rong as it was pelated—kept him from too rash a course. Com-
ived severe criticism. 0O an ; ittees of correspondence had been formed all over the country fo
y was that of the ex.ecut'n € O.f-_- pel these accusations and otherwise further his prospects of elec-
. ion of: s : . .

. : on. and he was kept busy furnishing them with  information.
in 1815.  John Binns, edito , and was kep v g

1328 is complete without s01me
feature-—the circulation of sland
ters. The country was floode
were full of such stories tha
both candidates were abandoned

career 1nvited numerous such

23 The Coffin Tfandbill is reprinted in TJackson, Correspondence, 11F, 455-464.
: 24 Mys, Rachel Jackson to Mrs. TFlizabeth Watson, July 18, 1828, in ibid,,

, Aug. 16, 1828, in Correspondence,

sder into disrepute. "25 Jackson to Brig.-Gen. Richard K. Call, May 3, 1827, in ibid., 355. See also

John H. Faton to Mrs. Jackson, Dec. 7, 1828, in ibid., 449.
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Sworn testimony was collected and published revealing the i
about the marriage as well as certain other episodes in his i

Adams was also the victim of much abuse and slander, althgy
his life offered no such fertile field for the play of imaginat
“T write few private letters”, he declared, “and those undey
some restraints. I can never be sure of writing a line that
not some day be published by friend or foe. Nor can T write
sentence susceptible of an odious misconstruction hut it will he selied
upon and bandied about like a watch-word for hatred and derisiop:”
These attacks centered mainly about the charges of “bargain
corruption” and misuse of patronage. The latter assertion has:
basis in fact. Of the former we have little proof.
was an understanding between Adams and Clay,”™ and, if so, it wae
not unconstitutional nor even unethical. The constitution express
provided that in case of no candidate receiving a majority the Hos
should vote upon the three highest, and this in no way obligat
the House to choose that candidate with a plurality of electoral vot
If the will of the people was defeated, the constitution permitt
it. Nor was it so strange that Clay should have supported Adam:
regardless of any bargain. Crawford’s health put him out of th
race, and the softly-stepping Clay had always been hostile to
rash impetuous Jackson. Then, too, Jackson's political princip
were extremely vague, while Adams stood foursquare for Clay
own American system. People thought that the appointment g
Clay as Secretary of State sealed the corrupt bargain, but, bargair
or not, Clay was the most natural selection Adams could hav
made for the office, and several years later when faced with th
prospect of Clay’s resignation he knew not where to look for
successor.*® :

Adams was also accused of the misuse of public funds. Earlyi
1828 o member of the House introduced the sa-called retrenchmen
resolutions. 'T'hese resolutions proposed a reduction in governmenta
expenditures and were the signal for a furious political onslaughl
Not only was the administration charged with wasteful extrava
gance, but Adams’ old accounts dating back to his years in th
foreign service were reopened for discussion and pronounced fradu
lent—and this in spite of the fact that Adams, like most America
diplomats, had found his career a heavy strain on his private purs

26, Adams, Memaoirs, VII, 241-242,

27 [pid,, VI, 465. Adams’ account of his interview with Clay is tantalizing
in its omissions. Fle was not unaware of the probability that this diary wou
sometimes he published.

28 [hid,, VII, 216.217, 518,
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there js the classic story of the billiard_ tabl}e' which A(Ilim;i
o (with his own money) for the President’s house. . t
fgljlt ‘to tell whether the Jacksonians were more' horrified a
-'ixtravagance or the immorality of such a purcha]s;.1 b e
But probably the most absurd siilory oé allpglaiiepu )I1ts 1re;at t):rd saac
: i i ew Ham . : :

1‘1 ?dltﬁr gif'l i\cllfgs p‘?g’s;r;l;ted to make use of a beautlfu_l girl
L oo t?s (assions of the Emperor Alexander and sway h]m.to
d :-fsi’:dllce o (f;es” 2 'This drew a complaint from 'the Russian
'It'lcti g?r%\fashi;lgton, but no redress could be obtained. .
’i‘n;se end was not unexpected, Slowly though the 1’retulrns jtru;liilfzél
¥ evident that Jackson had won. In all he rec 1
¥ Was'sfonotes to Adams’ 83; he got every vote south.of the
; e ad ¥ est of the Alleghenies plus all of Pennsylvaﬁ'la, pa'rt
'tOl'ﬂaC;n ‘k“;nd Maryland, and even one vote in Maine! Whﬂc?
NBVY 1(:)t guite the popular landslide it seen}ed to be, neither
it ‘;’:1? to charge that Jackson was elec;ted I(intlrelgorb)ih;hiuggg
. i in the electoral college,
pr(;zseene‘fgﬁt?zr;'gf icftosrguzguig have been conside}:rably ret(.luce(i;f a:;(;
il have won. Moreover, so careful a scrutmny
dggluliatsis and its operation .wouldAto iom:atzxt‘?;lzkscfjniz ‘;};

: lection. any , .
‘q'i';tﬂ;fag’ll?észtaillgvggirelilillg victory; certainly no one question-
.lth:t e?;:ti:f e(-)f 1828 was one of t_hose pe'riodic pﬁeninegzc:é
fernocr vhich have from time to time enlivened the m an
derr_lomacy lzv was a popular hero, his appeal rested on his grea
e ch o '{‘s well as to a cerfain extent on those very
it 13111?_1":1111 ]LliS opponents  decried, but which neverthelelss
;t](ﬁimwftppcar human and understap?{-abie to the masiv,es. T 16}3{
;on mz;n thrilled to his deedslof mlhtar}lf }p;;\;sess él)llll( t;\reas; tﬁ(;—

i i g ks or raced h .

: ?Clally alarmeiolsfehliaiai:h;ailocbeen unspectacular and whose de-
an'd, Adam'S’ ¥ citus and Juvenal, elicited no such warm response.
S e can abecame most effective when transmitted t}qro.ugh
s Caus'err oratory of the backwoods and country districts.
. Camp_meritl}lb amonnt of education to understand Clay’s Ameri-
_tODk an, b;tllltn any man could respond to Jackson’s ba.ttle—cry of
izriﬁ;m:;ld corruption” and feel *fhat it was up to him t? h;ilz
E'lﬂdbthose rascals packing. The victory of Jackson meant fo
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28 Jbid., 415.
30 B;ssett, Life of Jackson, 404-405.
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people who elected him a veritable snatching of the nation from ¢
jaws of destruction and the beginning of a golden age for manking
On March 4, 1829, when Jackson was sworn in as President of g
United States, Danicl Webster wonderingly described the event ¢
“To-day we have had the inauguration. A monstrous crowd
people is in the city. I never saw anything like it before. Pepgg
have come five hundred miles to see General Jackson, and th
really seem to think that the country is rescued from some dreadfy

danger”.*

%2 One of the hest interprefations of Jacksonmian democracy may be found
in Frederic L. Paxson, History of the American Frontier (Boston, New York;
efe. 1924), 250-257. :

82 Daniel Webster to Mrs. E. Webster, Mar. 4, 1829, in Fletcher Webster (ed),
The Private Correspondence of Daniel Webster (Boston, 1857), I, 473. :






