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ASHINGTON’S RELATIONS TO TENNESSEE AND
KENTUCKY*

By Samuer, M. Wiison

his year of grace, which marks the two hundredth anniversary
he birth of George Washington, and upon which we have just
red, will be signalized by magnificent, multitudinous, and di-
fied celebrations throughout the United States and the world,
gned to commemorate the natal day of the greatest of Ameri-
-and to revive our knowledge and appreciation of his character,
service to mankind, and his worth as a man.
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fter the somewhat artificial and formal fashion of the period
which George Washington fulfilled his destiny, the portraits
vn of him in his later life and those which appeared in profu-
. in the years following his death, were characterized by an
usterity of excessive veneration in the mind of the artist, and the
“personality of “The Father of His Country” was concealed,
ot distorted, by an air of remoteness.

No American was ever more perfectly endowed with native noble-
s and dignity, but modesty bordering upon diffidence and a total
nce of affectation were also prominent iraits of his character,
nothing could have been more foreign to his wish than that,
is contemporary or future fellow-countrymen, he should be rep-
nted as a detached, unapproachable, and bloodless mortal, pos-
sing and exhibiting the attributes of divinity. Washington
tole or posture of a demi-god is not only unnatural and unbe-
ing to the man, but it is precisely the posture and the role in
h he, above all others, would have refused to exhibit himself.
sts and biographers of an earlier age have too often done Wash-
rton an injustice and his fellow-men a disservice; but happily,
¢ recent views and estimates have tended to correct the false im-
sions created by the extravagant worship or sycophantic adula-
of these over-zealous devotees,
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1t is not the purpose of this paper to provide or to attempg 4
provide a new or full-length portrait of Washington which, shalj
be true to life and which might serve to place the man in , fau)g:
less perspective; but an exposition of a single aspect of his Many:
sided nature and of his variform activities in the early West, which
illustrate that single aspect, may not be useless in helping us to forg
a just and more reasonable and more satisfying notion of whas thig
greatest of Americans was like. Tence this paper is offered 4 i
slight contribution toward a more comprehensive and adequate trea
ment of the subject. -

Let me begin by reminding you of the familiar bonds by which
the sister states of Kentucky and Tennessee are linked to the iy
of Washington. During his first term as President, and on the 4th
da)f of February, 1791, Washington signed the act of Congresg hy
which Kentucky was granted admission to co-eqiial feiiowship i
the Federal Union. This act became effective on June 1, 1792.:
In his second term as President, on June 1, 1796, Washington
signed the act of Congress admitting' T'ennessee into the Union upon
an equal footing with the original States. '

These were not the earliest official dealings of our first Pres;
dent with either of the twin states, for, in the case of Kentueky,
Washington had, on the 29th of September, 1780, signed and issued
on Honorable Harry Innes a commission constituting him the Judge:
of the United States Court for the District of Kentucky, and, in
the case of 'Tennessee, on August 7, 1790, Honorable William
Blount, one of the “Signers” of the Federal Constitution, who, as
delegate from North Carolina, had served and associated witl
Washington in the famous Convention of 1787, received his com
mission, duly signed by the President, as Governor of the ‘“Te
ritory of the United States South of the River Ohio”. North Caro-
lina, as you know, did not ratify and adopt the Constitution until
December 22, 1789, several months after the new government had
gone into operation. In the first year of the new national govern-
ment, North Carolina passed an “Act for the purpose of ceding
to the United States of America certain western lands therein de-
scribed”, and, in conformity with one of the provisions of this act,
a deed to the United States, in the words of the cession act, was
executed on February 25, 1790. On the 2nd of April, of the
same vear, the deed of cession was accepted hy Congress in an
act, which Washington, as President, signed, and a supplernentary
act of May 26, 1790, he also signed, and an ordinance for the gov-
erament of the ceded territory was passed on August 7, 1790,
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hich he likewise signed. Doubtless other transactions of an official
acter were negotiated between Tennessee, both as territory and
tate, and the first President of the United States, as there were
r official transactions between him and Kentucky, both as dis-
‘and as state, but the instances here mentioned will suffice to
7. how early and immediate were the contacts of Washington
, both Tennessee and Kentucky during his tenure of the office
“hief Magistrate of the Republic. If he was not, in strictness,
father of these first-born political sovereignties of the early
t; at least he presided as accoucheur at their births and god-
at their christening. Quite fittingly, therefore, the first cele-
on of Washington's birthday in Tennessee appears to have
held in Knoxville on February 22, 1793, on which occasion,
are told, the only toast drunk was: “Health and long life to
President !

1is, of course, quite well known that the eyes of Washington,
‘youth, were turned intently toward the west. Some years be-
e attained his majority, he entered the service of his great
good friend, Tord Thomas Fairfax, as a surveyor and, in the
se of that service, explored, surveyed, and mapped considerable
cts of wild land on the eastern slopes of the Blue Ridge and
ss that range westward as far as the foot-hills of the Alle-
ies. As successor to his brothers, Lawrence Washington and
ustine Washington, he became a co-partner in the famous Ohio
pany of Virginia, which was originally projected in 1748, and,
1763, he joined in forming another land company, the Missis-
pi Company of Associates. On behalf of himself and others of
 comrades of the French and Indian War, he sought to make
| the bounty warrants for military service, which had been
d in 1754 by Governor Dinwiddie to the volunteers in the
rginia regiments as an inducement to enlistment, and which were
irmed by the Royal Proclamation of October 7, 1763. Wash-
m had not yet reached his twenty-second birthday, when, in
he was despatched by the royal governor of Virginia to carry
portant messages to the French commandant at Fort Le Boenf,
upper waters of the Allegheny River, near the present Water-
d,; Pennsylvania, Captain Christopher Gist, who accompanied
as pilot on this dangerous mission (with Jacob Van Braam, an
Dutch friend of the Washingtons, as interpreter), had previously
ited the Ohio Country as agent and scout for the Ohio Company
irginia, and no doubt from Gist, Washington obtained his first
entic and dependable account ‘of the region bordering the Ohio
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River. His report of this mission was published in 1754, both j,
this country and in England. From boyhood to old age, Washing. .

ton was constantly lured by the West and his interest was intell;-
gent, sympathetic, and lasting.

Turning for a moment from consideration of the evidences of

Washington’s own liking for the West and his repeated projectg

and journeys in that direction, let us note how Tennessee and Ken-’
ticky responded to these overtures and the inveterate fondnegg -

for the “Western Waters” which they betokened.
First among all the states, Virginia, it is believed, first honoreg

the name of Washington by applying it to that huge country which -
originally embraced the major portion of Southwest Virginia and lay -

adjacent to what was shortly afterwards known as W. ashington coup-
ty, North Carolina, since divided into numerous counties of lessep
size, within the jurisdiction of Tennessee. Washington county, Vir-
ginia, was created December 6, 1776, out of Fincastle county, at the

same time that Montgomery and Kentucky counties were formeq

from the same imperial domain, Tt was the merest accident that
the county which then acquired the name of Kentucky did not
receive instead the name of Washington, and, if that had occurred,
there can be little doubt that it would have been retained as the
permanent designation of the entire region embraced within the

limits of the parent county, and the state of Kentucky would to-.

day be the state of Washington, and the state by that name on the
Pacific coast would have borne a different name. The state of
Washington, T may here remark, owes its name to a Kentuckian,
Before becoming a state of the Union, in 1889, it was organized as

a territory by an act of Congress passed March 2, 1853, At that-.f
time one of the Representatives in Congress from Kentucky was :

Honorable Richard H. Stanton. While the act was under consider-

ation and before its passage, it was proposed therein to call the new .

territory “Columbia”, but, upon motion of Judge Stanton, the name
Columbia was stricken out and that of Washington substituted.
Pennsylvania, Maryland and North Carolina were not far be-

hind Old Virginia in creating new counties on their westernmost :
frontiers by the name of Washington* Having lost the name in

* My friend, Judge Samuel C. Williams, the eminent jurist and historian of

Johnson City, Tennessee, has pointed out that, in 1776 and previous to the.

creation of a Washington county by Virginia or any of the other American

commonwealths, the Whatauga Association, of FRast Tennessee, had petitipgled
the government of North Carclina for recognition as a constituent political:;
appendage of the Old North State and a legal subdivision thereof under " the
name of “Whashington District”. This, it seems, was the first time the name
of 'Washington was ever proposed as a designation for any civil or poll__t_l(_!_ﬂl
establishment, v
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-almost by chance, Kentucky did not begin to boast a Washing-
punty in her midst until the year 179z, but Washington coun-
reated in that year out of Nelson county, was the very first
new counties formed by Kentucky after it became a state.
“years previously, however, the picturesque and historic little
of Washington was laid out in what was then a part of Bour-
(now Mason) county, Ky., and in the following year (1788)
s regularly constituted as a town by the General Assembly of
ER
Vashington county, formed from parts of Wilkes and Burke
nties, was established by North Carolina in November, 1777, Like
ntemporary counties in Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania,
righty and majestic county of Washington, North Carolina, of
ost illimitable extent when originally created, has heen dwarfed
peated dismemberment, until it now retains but a fraction of
rimitive lordly dimensions and political sway.,  But with
boro (originally Washington Court-House) left to it as its
ent county seat and hallowed as that town and vicinity are by
oluble association with the deeds and memory of Tennessee’s
ved hero, the renowned John Sevier, Washington county, Ten-
ee, preserves a pre-eminence and prestige which are immortal.
1784, the District of Morgan was divided and the counties of
nd the state by that name o shington, Suliivlan, Djz’widspn, and G1:eene.w§r<_e con§tit11te(1 the
a different name. The ot st ct _of Washington”, with appropriate judicial tribunals and
owes its name to a Kentucki pctionaries.
1on, in 1889, it was organized he formation and activities of the enterprising Transylvania
‘passed March 2, 1853. At ipany, which, in March, 1775, consummated at Fort Watauga a
in Congress from Kentucky al bargain or treaty with the Cherokee, injected a new and
Vhile the act was under cons; dable factor into the beginnings of both Tennessee and Ken-
s proposed therein to call th cky, and, therefore when the pioneer founders and foster-fathers
otion of Judge Stanton, the" ntucky set about establishing a school of learning in the back-
1at of Washington substitutec s of Virginia, they not unnaturally adopted the name of
orth Carolina were not far ansylvania” for this infant school, not in 1780, when the institu-
v counties on their westerni _was first launched, but three years later, in 1783, when it was
ton.*  Having lost the name ganized :fmd renewed eff(?rts were put forth to set it in mo-
s, the eminent jurist and histord The pioneers of education in Hast Tennessee were apparent-
1t that, in 1776 and previous t 1ore forward in their devotion to the name of Washington, how-
l‘:glgffa Egstan%egf the other Am. : for their first institution of collegiate grade, which owes its
recognition as I;esizf;sﬁﬁgmpe;gﬁ fnity to that capable and consecrated servant of God and man,
aﬂ;:lgna;l subdivision thereof under. . Samuel Doak, was gratefully called “Washington College”
rtion gohe Tirst time the 1 he. date of its incorporation, on July 8, 1795, by the government
he Territory of the United States South of the River Ohio. The
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long-standing controversy over the question as to whether “Fathe
Doal’s “Washington College” or Kentucky’s “Transylvania Ser
nary” was the very first institution of higher learning west o
Allegheny Mountains, possibly admits of contradictory solutiong,

oue has lately said, quite sapiently, that “the more esoteric geopy,
tries are logical artifices”, and so it may be that our answersg
the much-debated question of priority hinge, in the final

upon the “logicial artifices” we employ in support of the
hypothesis.

If the digression may be permitted, the case, nevertheless, v
fairly analyzed, it seems to me, may be stated thas: A seminary.
school of elementary instruction in Kentucky was definitely provig
for by the Virginia Assembly in May, 1780. This Act recited

“It being the interest of this Commonwealth always to
promote and encourage every design which may tend to the
improvement of the mind and the diffusion of useful knowl-
edge even among its most remote citizens whose situation
a barbarous neighbourhood and a savage intercourse might
otherwise render unfriendly to science”, there is appropri-
ated 8,000 acres of escheated lands, within the County of
Kentucky, “as a free donation from this Commonwealth
for the purpose of a publick school or seminary of learn-
ing, to be erected within the said county as soon as the
circumstances of the county and the state of its funds will
admit,”

At about the same time, it is said, Samue! Doak opened a
vate school of his own in the Holston settlement, at or near th
confluence of the Watauga with the Holston, A private schoo
was opened at Lexington, Kentucky, at about the same time,:’
John McKinney, popularly known as “Wildeat” McKinney, and:.
struction had Deen given by Joseph Doniphan at Booneshoroi
and Ann Poage McGinty at Harrodsburg even before this. Jo
Filson taught in Lexington in 1782, and, in the same vear, Isa
Wilson, of Philadelphia College, established the Lexington Gra
mar School. The “Seminary” for Kentucky, projected by Virginia
in 1780, did not get under w 1

of the seminary Ww
1784, when pupils wel

the Miss
jous dist
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ved and grammar school instruction was regularly provided
the dwelling” of “Father” David Rice, in Lincoln county,
far from the present city of Danville. Thence forward, with
‘occasional and temporary intermissions, the work of Transyl-
 had gone on until this day. It remained 2 “Seminary” from
antil 1708, when it was consolidated with “Kentucky Acad-
 and transformed into ‘““I'ransylvania University”.  “Com-
ncements” were held and students were graduated, but no col-
te degrees appear to have been conferred by Transylvania prior
799-
ev. Samuel Doak’s private school of 1780 or thereabouts was
orporated by the legislature of North Carolina in April, 1783, as
rtin Academy. Two years later, i. e. in 1785, a second charter,
re told, was obtained from the legislature of the ephemeraf
‘of Franklin. 'Then, after the lapse of a decade, Martin Acad-
“pecame Washington College, whose prowd boast it is that it
“the first school in Tennessee and the first literary institution
he Mississippi Valley”.  Now, a possible though somewhat
bus distinction in favor of Transylvania may be this: that it
he first institution of higher learning west of the Alleghenies,
‘although Washington College was west of a portion of the
enies, it was hardly westward of the outermost ridges of that
ad range of mountains. Then, too, Transylvania was some two
ndred miles nearer the majestic Father of Waters, the great water-
y of the mid-continent, than Washington College. Neither Wash-
ton College nor Transylvania Seminary antedated English gram-
‘schools in Western Pennsylvania and French schools at Detroit
Saint Louis, beyond the Mississippi; and Spanish schools at
; Ortleans, in the Mississippi Delta, certainly flourished some
s before the Fnglish schools of “Father” Doak on the Holston,
Ann Poage McGinty at Harrodsburg, of Joseph Doniphan at
nesborough, of John McKinney, at Lexington, and of “Father”
at Crow’s Station or Danville, came into existence.
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More vital distinction between the Transylvania Seminary founda-
n of May, 1783, and the Martin Academy foundation of April,
83, are to be found in three significant facts, viz,, Martin Acad-
ly was, in effect, declared a private school, whereas Transylvania
minary was denominated a public school; no endowment was pro-
ded for Martin Academy, whereas Transylvania Seminary was
bstantially endowed in 1780 and this endowment was increased in
83; Martin Academy, like its prototype, Liberty Hall Academy,
Mecklenburg county, North Carolina, was given no power to
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confer degrees, whereas the collegiate status of Transylvania collegis
nary was explicitly set forth in the a

This last point may g

of powers in the respective charters.

Martin  Acadeny, it is provided that

“shall have, hold, exercise and enjoy all the powers, authorig,

and privileges which the president and trustees of Liberty Hal,

the county of Mecklenburg, possess and are invested with by vir

of said Act for their incorporation,

Tur

y Merit, and the Progress
made in useful knowledge, whether it be in learned I,
or Sciences, or all of them”. The language of th
Seminary charter of May, 1783, on the other hand,
pretentious, and unmistakably defines the “Seminary” as an inst
tion of higher learning and of collegiate grade. Section X of the A
reads as follows:

And be it further enacted, That the sajd trustees shall,
once at their stated session in every year, and again op
any convenient time, either on or before their second stated
session in the same year, in the presence of as many gentle-
men of liberal education ag may choose to attend, cause al
the students in the said seminary to be carefully examined
by the professors and masters of the same, on the severa]
branches of learning which they have respectively studied,:
that the fidelity of the teachers, and the diligence of their

diploma, signed by th
president and any five or more of the trustees, the degrees
of Batchelor or Master of Arts, upon all such students, if
such there be as the said trastees, with the concurrence of
a majority of the professors shall adjudge to have merited
the honors of the seminary, by their virtue and erudition
and at the same time confer
with the like advice, shall be
on account of special merit, _
The “Act for the Union of the Transylvania Seminary and: K
tucky Academy”, of December 22, 1798, by which Transylvani
University came into being, does not in any way alter or enlarg
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chronicler and interpreter of Tennessee’s earliest annals, has dis.
played his insight and candor by remarking that “the intrigye a
M. Genet was successful in unveiling, rather than in producing ,
spirit of serious disaffection on the part of the people of the Wegt
with the Federal Administration®. Washington was not only keen.
ly interested in all that went on in relation to these abortive Move.
ments of a restless and unruly element, but through his personal and
official contacts with friends in Kentucky and Tennessee, he kept
himself constantly advised concerning them, and vet he preserved
his wonted balance and clear-headed sense of proportion, and frank. -
ly sympathized with, even where he could not approve, the griey.
ances and complaints of the restive borderers, Of the soldiers who
had served with Washington, on the Braddock campaign or under
him in the Continental Armty, many veterans, hoth officers and pri-
vates, settled in Kentucky and Tennessee after the close of the Reyo.
hition,

The intervention of the General Government to allay the hostility
and arrest the periodical incursions of the Indian tribes north of the
Ohio into the Kentucky and Tennessee country, the orgamization of
boards of war and the embodying of troops for the protection of
the two states, the efforts to pacify the Southern tribes and the
negotiation of treaties with the Choctaw, Creeks, Chickasaw, and
Cherokee, which went on with slight interruption between 1789 and
1795, all took place during the administration of Washington as
President, and these and other relevant activities, both civil and
military, excited the personal solicitude and received the constant
watchcare of this faithful guardian of American rights and liberties.
The successive expeditions of Generals Harmer, Scott, Wilkinson,
St. Clair, and Wayne, all originated directly or indirectly with the
War Department of the United States, and Washington, as Com-
mander-in-Chief, was responsible for the orders that brought these
campaigns of retaliation and conquest into being. The winning
of the Battle of the Fallen Timber, (otherwise known as the Battle
of the Rapids of the Maumee or Miami of the Takes,) by “Mad”
Anthony Wayne, on August 2o, 1794, virtually ended the peren-
nial Indian menace and the Treaty of Fort Greeneville, consum-
mated on August 3, 1795, released the harassed settlers of Tennes-
see and Kentucky from further serious molestation by the red-skin-
ned savages of the Northwest.

After his retirement from the Presidency and when once again he
was free to enjoy the repose of Mount Vernon and to turn his
thonghts unreservedly to his own private affairs, we find Washing-
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enewing his connection with the western country. Tven be-
he had left the Presidency, traces of his reviving interest are
verable. ‘Thus, under date of January 17, 1795, Washm.gton
. from Philadelphia to ene’ Charles Morgan, then a resident
ashington County, Pennsylvania, as follows:

. Your letter of the 26th of November came safe (but

ot expeditiously) to hand. .

I hope Colo. Cannon has, long ere 1‘:}1‘15, surrgdered to

you, all the papers respecting my business, which are in
his possession; togethed with a full and complete state-
ment of what is due to me either fr(}ml.the tenants, or
rom himself, up to the period of your taking th'e manage-
ment of it yourself, and that you will be able without fur-
ther procrastination or difficulty, to collect the amounf: of
“what may be found due to me from both.
As I am more inclined to seil tha.u'to rent the lands I
‘hold on the Western waters, and giving leases, although
or a short term, may be 2 hindrance to the former, I
would have you rent from year to year onl-y.«——l ha.ve 1o
Houbt of obtaining what T ask for .the tract in Washington
Cty. (County), (giving credit)-—viz—four dollars an acre;
the number of full-handed emigrants _tha,t are pouring into
this country from all quarters owing to the disturbed
state of Furope—and the quantity of money .brought
by them, and sent over by others, to b@ vested.m la.nds
have given an astonishing start to the price of this artl-cle.
If therefore T do not scil soon on the terms I have just
mentioned 1 shall raise my price.

If T do not sell my lands on the Ohio & Great K:n.a-
hawa in a lump—or at least by whole tracts, thf:y will
‘not be sold at all, by me—These will fetch me fifty pr.
‘Ct. more at this time than T ecould have sold them for

two years ago.

Charles Morgan, to whom the above letter was written, was proh-
"2 son or near relative of General Daniel Morgan, under whom
erved as a soldier during the Revolution. He also served un-
General George Rogers Clark on the Tllinois and Wabash
paigns. With his brother, John Morgan, who seems 1o have
killed by the Indians prior to the year I 780, Charles Morgan
e to Kentucky with Captain Hancock Lee, the surveyor for
Ohio Company of Virginia, in May-June, 1775. As heir-at-law

nessee’s earliest annals, has (
remarking that “the intrigue o
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Washington was not only keen.
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dministration of Washington a
clevant activities, both civil anc
citude and received the constan
of American rights and liberties
erals Harmer, Scott, Wilkinson
d directly or indirectly with th
tates, and Washington, as Com
or the orders that brought thes
quest into being. The winnin
. {otherwise known as the Battle
Miami of the Lakes,) by “Mad’
1794, virtually ended the peren
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esidency and when once again h
Mount Vernon and to turn hi
rivate affairs, we find Washing
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of his brother John, Charles Morgan applied for and was ranteg
on January 28, 1780, by the Virginia Land Commissioners, 5
tificate for a pre-emption of 1,000 acres of land in the District of &
tucky “on account of marking & improving the same in the ye
1776, lying on the most easterly branch of Stoner’s Fork of Lic
ing Creek (River), near the head thereof, including a  Sprip,
known by the name of John Morgan’s Spring & a Cabin”. Chafia
Morgan came to Kentucky, after the close of the Revolution, it seem
and settled in Clark county, purchasing a large body of land on }
Kentucky River, at the mouth of Howard’s Lower Creek. ]
experience qualified him for the duties of a land agent, and

less he was recommended to Washington for this appointment
General Morgan.  Charles Morgan was one of the party w
accompanied Washington from Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh) on his vg
age down the Ohio, in October, 1770. Under date of Octob
20, 1770, Washington notes that “We embarked in a large Cange
with sufficient store of provisions and necessaries and the followi
persons (besides Dr. Craik and myself) to-wit: Captain (William
Crawford, Joseph Nicholson, Robert Bell, William Harrison, Charl;
Morgan, Daniel Reardon, a hoy of Captain Crawford’s, and f
Indians who were in a canoe by themselves”. Writing to Presgle
Neville, of Pittsburgh, from Philadelphia, on June 16, 1794, relativ
to his lands in Pennsylvania, particularly those on Miller’s Ru
Chartier Creek, Washington said:

Inclosed is a blank power, authorizing Mr. Charles Mor- -
gan, or any other with whose name you shall fill it, to
collect the rents arising from my land in Fayette and Wash-
ington counties in this State, together with such arrear-
ages as may be due for the preceeding years, if any there
be.  Another blank is also left, which I pray you to fill
up with the percentage to be allowed as a compensation
for the trouble and expense of collection.  The induce-
ments to this are, first, because I do not recollect what -
Colonel Cannon (i. e. Col. John Cannon, the founder of
Cannonsburg, Pa.,) has been allowed for his services:; and,
secondly, because there is no invariable allowance establish-
ed, places and circumstances varying it. _

In this letter to Presley Neville, Washington gives vent to
sense of distllusionment with respect to his land ventures in - the
West, saying: “From the experience of many years, I have fou
distant property in Jand more pregnant of perplexities than profit
It became necessary later to resort to litigation to oust stubbo
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gan applied for and was gry
eimta Land Commissioners, a
acres of land in the District o
improving the same in the
branch of Stoner’s Fork of -1
ead thereof, including a Sbr.
ran’s Spring & a Cabin”. Ch
1e close of the Revolution, it ge

ters from these Miller’s Run lands. Washington made a
n person to these lands in September, 1784. On June 1
- he sold the entire tract, containing by survey 2, 813 acres,
i local agent, Matthew Richie. At that time it appears it was
dy subdivided into thirteen farms.

though, in his letter to Morgan, of January 17, 1795, Wash-
i manifested no disposition to acquire any more lands in the
asing a large body of land Valley, we 1.<1‘10‘.N from ind.isputable recor(.ls t1.1at this is pre-
f Howard’s Lower Creeif on ¥ Whajz he d}d in the‘ closing years of his life. The land-
luties of a land awent an(i g ger, wath‘ which 'Amenf:ans ever.ywhere were possessed, re-
shington for thisaap ,o it 0 ined a rul-mg passion with Washington even unfo death'. In
gan was one of thg alr}tlen but a little more than a year before 1‘1‘13‘ death, Washington
rt Pitt (Pittsburgh) OE I'y uded a purchase from General Henry ( Lllght.-Ionrse Harry™)
1770, Under date of 163 __ of “Stratford”, Westmoreland county, Virginia, by‘a deed
“We embarked inca at é’t_o ing date November 5, 1798, of two tracts of land in ].Ke.n-
and necessaries and the %ell' r, one of 3,000 acres and the other of 2,000 acres. The origin-
yself) to-wit: Captain (V(&)I"IQW yntract for these l.ands was made on December g, 1788, some
+ Bell, William Harrison 6171 years before the final consummation of the trade. These lands
of Captain Crawford’s 'a (; : > valued by Gt?neral Lee at oo pounds or 6co pounds, and
hemselves”.  Writin ;o ; .-f hington gave in e:jcc,hange. for them a val'uabie ‘thorougl?bre'd
leIphia, on June 16 I% ___ll‘es ion, called ‘fMagnoha * which General Lee immediately shipped
cularly those on I\:f[illg 19,‘/;’ 1‘;-3 outh Carolina. ‘The lands were located on Rough Creek, a
. s butary of Green River, and were thought to be valuable for the
‘ore which they contained, but the deposits subsequently proved
e disappointing.

flson’s “Map of Kentucke” of 1784, which had been dedicated
the cartographer to “His Excellency George Washington, late
mimander in Chief” of the Continental Army, and with which
hington was no doubt quite familiar, bore witness to the pres-
‘of an “Abundance of Iron Ore” in the locality drained by the
ters of Rough Creek. But with his usual prudence, Washington
not disposed to proceed headlong with his hargain, and in 1797,
tgh a personal examination of the lands by General Alexander
wotswood, he sought to acquire explicit information as to their
wation and value. From Spotswood’s report, Washington seems
iave heen impressed with “the general good quality of the land”
‘the fact, (as he himself records it,) that “there is a valuable
k of Iron Ore thereon”, and the schedule attached to his will,
which these comments occur, also mentions the important fact
- Rough Creek, “a branch of Green River affords ample water
Furnaces and forges”. As a matter of fact, from a very early
- iron has been more or less successfully mined and smelted in
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that section of Kentucky which embraces the Washington langs i
Grayson county, but there is no evidence as vet discovered tg shoy;
that any ore, of merchantable quantity or quality, was ever extracte
from the deposits of the mineral on these particular lands, T
are now and have always been used mainly, if not exclusiv.elyl f()};
agricultural purposes, and no town of any size or consequence hag
ever been built within their boundaries. Washington still OWne(
them at his death, and they passed under provisions of hig Tasi
will.

In the month of June, 1795, while the Federal Government Wais
still located in Philadelphia, Rev. James Blythe, as agent for the
“Kentucky Academy”, solicited and obtained a donation for the
mfant institution of $100.00 in cash from President Washingm';
as did from Vice-President John Adams and several other dignitaries
of the national government, and a number of prominent private o
zens. The original parchment subscription Hst, bearing the fadeq
and now undecipherable autograph of President Washington, is still
preserved among the archives of Transylvania University at Lexing-
ton. It is recorded that the President received Dr. Blvthe with
great courtesy and expressed his warm interest in the canse of popi-
far education. By Doctor Blythe's report, he collected as the result
of his canvass for funds in the East, in the summer of 1703, a
total of $2,000 in cash and about an equal amount in value of
baoks.

As is well known, General Washington refused to accept any
pecuniary or other emoluments for his services in the War of the

Revolution, and, while many other officers and privates we
granted bounty lands for such services, Washington resolutely ab
stained {rom profiting by any such gratuity. ‘I'o his nephew, Liet:
tenant George Washington, however, a warrant, No. 1 35, was is
sted by the Commonwealth of Virginia, on February zo, 1783, for
2,666 & 2-3 acres, “in consideration of his services for three years
as a Lieutenant in the Virginia Line”. 'The full name of this
young soldier was George Augustine Washington. He manage

the Mount Vernon estate for Washington during the latter’s secon

term as President. His record may be found in Saffell’'s Records
of the Revolutionary War, in Eckenrode’s List of Revolutionary,
Soldiers of Virginia, and in Heitman’s Historical Register of Of
ficers of the Continental Army, During the War of the Revolutio

He died in February, 1793, and, in the division of General Wash-.
ington’s lands on the Great Kanawha River, the heirs of Lieutenant
George A. Washington, who are expressly mentioned in Washing
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will, were allotted fot No. 12, containing 1,180 acres.
erasting to note, in this connection, that when the patent for

exhibited, in 1929,
yy the Virginia Historical Society at
e of Mr. Alexander W. Weddell, in Richmond, Virginia.
roduction by Inman is owned by Mr.
n, Kentucky, who is a grandson of the T1
1 it has an interesting history. This is revealed in a letter, written
e donor, Mr. James C. Johnston, a North Carolinian, to Henry
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ngton’s lands on the Great Kanawha, embracing 10,999 acres,

issued to him, on December 15, 1772, they lay in what was
Fincastle county, Virginia, (created out of Botetourt in Febru-
177
nty, at the time,
the Washington family also became interested
entucky lands.
the Public Library, at Iexington, Kentucky, hangs a large oil
ing, representing the Washington family group at Mount Ver-
This beautiful canvas is by the artist, Henry Inman, who
4 it from the original well-known painting by Edward HSavage.
‘Savage painting, now belonging to Mr. Thomas B. Clarke,
in the collection of famous portraits gather-
“Virginia House”, the
The
George B. Clay, of Lex-
onorable Henry Clay,

2, to commence December 1, 1772,} which wide-spreading

in 1844, and which reads as follows:
Fdenton, N. Ca., 24 July, 1844,

My dear Sir:

I have employed Mr. Inman, an American artist of

New York, to make a painting of the Washington Family,
‘which T have not seen, but am informed is finished i1 a
handsome style.. It accompanys this letter.

May T beg the favor of you to present it with my hest

respects to Mrs. Clay as a mark of the high esteem I have

for her character, particularty as the Patroness of Domestic
Industry, while you are its great Patron,

T present this painting to her because I think there is a
great similarity in her character fo that of Mrs. Wash-
ington, who remained at Mount Vernon and attended to
General Washington's domestic affairs while he was fight-
ing to establish the Independence of our Country.  So
Mrs. Clay has devoted herself to your concerns at ‘Ash-
land’ while you have been fighting with the greatest men-
tal energy to preserve that independence. But for Wash-
ington we might still have been colonies of Great Britain,

It is

also included afl of Kentucky, Other members
at an early day
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and but for you we should certainly have been her triby-
taries—and while, Sir, I esteem you more worthy to fi|
the seat of that great man as President than any sticcessor
he has had, so I know no one more worthy the place of Myg,
Washington than Mrs. Clay.

If she shall think the Painting worthy a place at ‘Agh-
land’, 1 shall be truly gratified and highly henored by its
acceptance.

Here it may not be amiss to remind you that Lucretia Hart (y:
the wife of Henry Clay, was a daughter of Colonel Thomas Hay
and his wife, Susanna Gray, (1aughter of Colonel John Gray, s
North Carolina. Barbara Gray, the mother of Governor Willi
Blount, was of the same family, and Governor Blount and M
Clay were in consequence near cousins. In honor of Goverp
Blount, then governor of the Territory of the United States Sog
of the River of Ohio, which later became the state of Tennessee
Blount College, chartered by the territorial legislature on Septembg
10, 1704, was so named. It was, as you well know, the forerunn
of the present University of Tennessee. Greeneville and Bloun
colleges, both chartered in 1794, antedated Washington Colleg
colleges but not as hteaary institutions. The “Kentucky Academy
by the way, which in 1798 was merged with “T'ransylvania Sem
nary”, was chartered on December 12, 1794. The Blount Pape
will, doubtless, furnish many proofs of the intimate official -
lations and frequent correspondence between President Washingto
and Governor Blount during the period when Tennessee occupi
a territorial status. Many such indirect contacts are revealed in:the
manuscripts of Colonel David Henley, in the Calvin Morgan M
Clung Collection of the Lawson McGhee Library, here in Knoxville

I can cite but two examples to illustrate what I mean by
direct contacts”. At my request, the secretary of the East Terin
see Historical Society has kindly brought to this meeting a
temporary printed copy of the Holston ‘I'reaty of July 2, 17
concluded by Governor William Blount with the Cherokee Na
of Indians, together with Washington’s proclamation of Novemb
IT, 1791, announcing the ratification of the treaty. Writing.
General Henry Knox, Secretary of War, on August 5, 1792, Was
ington, with that rare wisdom he always displayed, said:

I wish Governor Blount may have been able to terminate
the conference which he was to have had at Nashville
about the 25th of last month with the Cherokees, Chicka-
saws and Choctaws, to the mutual advantage and satisfac-
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cerned : but the difficulty of de-
ters and greedy land speculators
o one side, and the jealousy of the Indian nations and their
.anditti on the other, becomes more and more obvious ev-
ry day; and these, from the interference of the Spaniards,

§ the reports we have be true, and other catses, which are

too evident to require specification, add not a little to our

ion of all the parties con

inly have been her trib
iding between lawless sett

you more worthy to fill
sident than any successoi
> worthy the place of Mrs.

j wor‘thy a place at ‘As 3
nd highly honored by its

¢ tribute to Washington, even more personal and impressive than
naming of Washington College in his honor, was paid him by
essee’s redoubtable “Nolichucky Jack”. In token of his admira-
or the great soldier who was “first in war’ as he was “first
» Ceneral John Sevier, to demonstrate that he was, more
«first in the hearts of his countrymen”, named his
d marriage to “Bonny Kate” Sherrill, George
This son, born on February I, 1782, before

| you that Lucretia Hart
hter of Colonel Thomas E
er of Colonel John Gra
mother of Governor Will
1 Governor Blount and I
sins. In honor of Cover

v of the United States a;:l S}ieiﬁs secon

ccame the state of Tenn hington Sevier
torial legi ten ! i '
egislature on Septem st guns of the Revolutionary conflict had ceased reverberat-

zs(:i:. W‘g}_g;zi\fi,uzllealfc;rggip alled his first-horn child and eldest son, CGeorge Washington
dated Washineton g e er. Aqd, not to be outdone in }oyalty to “Tarry of the West
. The “Keﬂtlt;ck AO go‘ t‘h-s? distingnished North parollnxan x'vho had compared Clay to
red with “Trans 31" cadeiny ington, George Washington Sevier, the elder, _named his
ylvania -5 enth child and youngest sofl, Henry Clay Sevier, 10 honor of
2, 1794. The Blount D cky’s favorite son
- of the intimate officia ' Y‘ o
etween President Washingt om first to last, Washn_lgtol} was the 1ar.1d surveyor, par excel-
iod when Tenmessee oced An ﬂlustrgtlon of‘thls will be fognd in a letter h.e wrote’ to
ct contacts are revealed it s Overton, in September, 1796, with resgect to his appoint-
7, in the Calvin Morgan M nt as surveyor general of the: Northwest Territory. James Over-
1ee Library, here in Kno: was a member of that family of Overtons, which has been not-
lustrate what I miean b)f :_promipent in both Tennessee and Kenticky from the earliest
secretary of the Fast Te < '.l*hls letter, t.he original or duplicate of which is now owned
yught to this meeting i -esident of Lexington, Kentucky, reads as follows:

on Treaty of July 2, Philadelphia 12th Septr., 1796.

mt with the Cherokee N
v's proclamation of Novemb
n of the treaty. Writing
ar, on August t©, 1792,
s displayed, said:

ave been able to terminate
> have had at Nashvill
h the Cherokees, Chicka:
1l advantage and satisfac

Dear Sir:
By a recurrence to the Acts of the last Session of Con-
gress, you will tind one for disposing of the ungranted
lands No. Wt. of the Ohioy—and for appointing a Sur-
veyor General for the purposes therein mentioned ;—and
you may have heard, that Mr. De Witt who was Geog-
rapher to the Army at (he close of the War, after the de-
cease of Mr. Erskine, and at present the Surveyor General
of the State of New York, (a man of profound knowledge
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in mathematics, and sufficiently skilled in astronomy,) was
nominated to that office, and has declined the acceptance
of it

It is yet vacant;—and you have been mentioned to me
as a Gentleman to whom it might be acceptable,

Without taking then a circuitous rouf to ascertain this
fact, I shall apply immediately to yourself, for informa-
tion;—and will frankly ask, because I am sure you will
candidly answer (if the appointment should meet vyour
wishes) whether your knowledge in mathematics, practi-
cal surveying, and so much of astronomy as is useful to 3
skilful exercise of the latter, for discovering the TLati-
tude, Meridian, &c., now are, or easily could be made
familiar to you—These questions arc propounded because
affirmative qualifications are essential.

As the season & circumstances begin now to press for
an appointment and as my continuance here, and the road
I shall travel back to Virginia (for the purpose of re-
turning with my family for the winter) are somewhat un-
certain, I request the favor of you to put your answer to
this letter under cover to the Secretary of State, who will
be directed to open it and to {ill up the blank Commission
which I shall deposit in his office with your name, if you
are disposed to accept it ;—or with that of another Centle-
man who is held in contemplation, if you do not.—You may
if it is not too troublesome, address a duplicate to me at
Mount Vernon, to remain in the Post Office at Alexan-
dria, until called for.

Many of Washington's collateral relatives have lived in Kentuck
some are living there now. Honorable George Washington,:
member of this family, was a delegate from the county of Cam
bell to the last constitutional convention of Kentucky, bheld
1890-91, and was temporary chairman of that Convention, Hei
looms and keepsakes associated with the life and person of Was
ington are still religiously preserved in the families of his Ké
tucky kindred. No doubt the same may be said of many Tenne
seans,

The present sutvey of Washington’s contacts with Tennes
and Kentucky of necessity leaves much to be supplied. Importar
and illuminating incidents, as yet unknown to the writer or u
mentioned herein, will doubtless be recalled by the reader, and
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rs of equal significance will be developed bér reseafllz).re mlj
- imperfect exposition of the .subJect shoul(fl lea ftonathe re o
stive, circumstantial, and satisiying narration of a .

7 fac,ts which attest the close relations of General Washington
th the two states immediately con.cer'ned, the result car;no;{ el::‘
r than most instructive and gratifying. Te'nnesscie an en
ky, as was happily observed by_ one of Washmgtgn ?; succharaci
r;el Theodore Roosevelt, while possessing (f!lS»tlilC ive ‘ch -
tics peculiarly their own, are more i}early a1.11<e‘ tha[til 't?tisernm
¢ any of the other states of the. American Union; ag i is mot
ange to find that Washingtogl 1;)1mself looked upon these p

' ealths as virtually twin-born. .
.Bmflri:; my paper to a close, ie‘E me venture t}}e r.emark ;c(lilat,i dl(f
this year of the Washington Bi-Centennial, with its V\;OI‘ U—vs;ted
memorations, a benediction could be‘ pronounf:ed.upon tlf' kr1 fed
es of America by their first President, I 1ncl}ne t{})1 tlun e
ds he might utter would take form so’t,newhat like Charles
Towne's “Prayer for the Old Courage”:

: Brave soldiers of the spirit, gua1.'d ve well

Mountain and fort and massive citadel:

But keep ye white for-everwkee:p ye whole

The battlements of dream within the soul!
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