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“GRAPE FOR THE REBEL MASSES AND

HEMP FOR THEIR LEADERS”:
Parson Brownlows Celebrated Tour of
Northern Cities, 1862

By Forrest Conklin*

In carly January 1862, the editor of the Columbus, Georgia, Times treared his read-
ers to a bitter harangune that concluded, “Now, this hoary-headed and persistent
traitor is occupying too much time and attention of the counery. HE DESERVES
DEATH AND WE VOTE TO KILL HIM.™ This Rebel writer ironically pro-
nounced his death sentence on a feilow Southern edicot, a journalist whom eager
Southerners had once praised for his advocacy of Southern ideals and instirutions,
Shortly over three years later this Methodist Church preacher would begin serving
two tertns as governor of Tennessee before taking a seat in the United Srates Senare.
At this time, however, the man lay languishing in a Confederate jail accused of trea-
son as a result of his unrelenting and vehement opposition to the Confederare gov-
ernment. He would soon embark on a triumphant speaking tour of Northern Cities
as a celebrated foe of the Confederacy. The target of the Georgia editor’s venom was
William G. “Parson” Brownlow.?

Parson Brownlow was no stranger to rough-and-tumble journalism and political
affairs in Tennessee. From the outset of his career, first as a circuir rider for the Meth-
odist Church and later as an editor of a political newspaper, he had engaged in clashes
with a diverse group of opponents over a variety of religious, social and political

*The author is professor emerirus of Communication Studies at the University of Northern lowa and a for-
mer faculty member and debate coach ar Carson Newman College.

Filliam G. Brownlow, Sketches of the Rise, Progress, and Decline of Secession: With a Navrative of Persanal
Adveniures among the Rebels (Philadelphia, 1862), 348, {Hereafter Parson Brownlow’ Book.]

? Three authors have examined Brownlow’s 1862 speaking tour: Sceve Humphrey devored four pages to
the tour in his biography; “That 20 d Brawnlow” (Boone, NC, 1978), 255-258; Royal Forrest Conklin
provided a more detailed description of the tour, upon which this article is based (unpublished Ph.D. dis-
sertation, Ohio University, 1967), 162-175; E. Merron Coulter produced a study abour the Parsor's rour
for the East Tennessce Historical Society’s Publications 7 (1935); 3-27. He substantially reproduced this
article in his biography, William G. Brownlow: Fighting Parson af the Southern Highlands (Chapel Hill, 1937),
210- 234. Humphrey's discussion of the tour is described enly bricfly due to his focus on Brownlow's career
as & journalist. Conklin’s analysis of the tour, however, related it as an event in Brownlow's extensive public
speaking career, a career that contributed significantly ta his rise in regional and national prominence, Over-
all, the Humphrey and Conklin studies offer a more favorable view of Brownlow’s tour than does Coulrer's
volume. An able and areiculare writer, Coulter brought to his biography a partisan historical perspective out
of the Dunning schoal of history and his work has been the source most readily available for the study of
Brownlow. Gradually the need to re-examine the dimensions of Brownlow’s career has became apparent and
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issues. Moving from one battle to another, his career took on the appearance of an
endless verbal war, and he did not bank the fires of his beflicose nature throughout
his public career. This characteristic prompted friend and foe alike to dub him the
“Fighting Parson.” He used the pulpit, the political stump, and his beloved Kroxville
Wihig to focus attacks on those petsons and institutions committed to positions he
disliked, and his dislikes were so passionate that a Methodist superior, Bishop Gilbert
Haven, once described him as a “good hater.”

It was the secession movement and the Confederacy that led Brownlow to his
most intense “hate.” Although he had vigorously defended Southern views toward
abolitionism and slavery, he bitterly opposed proposals leading to the secession of
Southern states from the Union. Nor was he a late comer in condemning any such
effort. Beginning in 1832 when he denounced nullification, the Parson repeatedly
attacked any proposal suggesting a dismemberment of the Union.® But the Parson’s
worst fears became reality following Lincoln’s election. Demonstrating remarkable
personal restraint, he published ene of his most moderate and conciliatory editorials
immediarely after the campaign. Basically he counseled the Southern states to avoid
impulsive action and give the President-elect an opportunity to evidence policies that
would undermine southern interests. He advised:

But the attempt to break up the Union, before awaiting a sin-
gle overt act, or even the manifestation of the purpose of the
President-elect, would be wicked, treacherous, unjustifiable,
unprecedented, and without the shadow of an excuse. . . . What
the people of the Southern States should do may be summed
up in a single word: PAUSE! It will be time enough to fight
Lincoln with powder and sword — to resist him with regiments
of “minute-men” — when we find thar constitutional resistance

histerians are beginning to fill that need. For example, sce Robert Fracy McKenzie, “Contesting Secession:
Parson Brownlow and the Rhetoric of Proslavery Unionism, 1860-1861," Ciwil War History 48 (December
2002): 294-312. The ardicle presented herein is offered to provide a clearer view of the Parson’s status wich
northern audiences which later provided him with a public placform in the norch during his struggle to cann-
ter Andrew Johnson’s 1866 “Swing around the Circle.” See Fotrest Conldin, “Wiping out ‘Andy’ Johnsen's
Moccasin Tracks: The Canvass of Northern States by Southern Radicals, 1866,” Tennessee Historical Quarterly
52 (Summer 1993); 122-133,

* R. N. Pricc, Holston Methedism: From Its Crigin to the Present Time (Nashville, 1908}, 3:322. Over the
years, Brownlow’s journal was published under various titles depending en its location and circumstance:
Elizabechvon Tennessee Whig; Joncshorongh Tennessee Whig: Jonesboro Whig and Independent Journal: Knoxvitle
Whig and Independent Journal; Knoxville Whig and Rebel Ventilator.

4 See: Rev. W. G, Brownlow and Rev. A. Pryne, Ought American Slavery to be Perpetuated? A Debate between
Rew W G. Brownlow and Rev, A. Pryne, Held ar Philadelphia, September; 1858 (Philadelphia, 1858). Parson
Browmiows Book, 21-25. According to Browalow, he published a pamphlet urging readers to reject nullifica-
tion. At the time of publication he was riding a circuit for the Methodist Church in South Carolina, Bfforts
to locate an extant copy of this pamphlet have been unsuccessful.
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fails, or that he and his party
are bent on our humiliation
and destruction. Let every
man in every Southern State
stand up for the Union as
long as ir is possible to pre-
vent it.?

If Tennessee’s secessionists and
their leader, Governor Isham G. Har-
ris, became aware of Brownlow’s ad-
vice they did not “PAUSE” for reflec-
tion after the election. The governor
called a special session of the General
Assembly within a month after Lin-
colr’s election “to consider the present
condition of the country,” When it
assembled, Harris suggested that the
representatives call a convention to re-
view the state’s relation to the federal
government. Doubting their author-
ity to do so, the legislators decided to
submit the calling of a secession con-
vention to a statewide referendum on
February 9, 1861,

Tennessee’s Unionists girded themselves for bactle by nominating a slate of able

William Gannaway "“Parson” Brownlow,
East Tennessee newspaper editor whose staunch
support of the United States government led to
his eviction from East Tennessee and a celebrated
speaking tour of northern cities. Courtesy of
the Calvin M. McClung Historical Collection
of the Knox County Public Library.

and influential delegates who would stand for election to the convention, These can-
didates set about canvassing their districts in an attempt to thwart the secessionists’
plans. Brownlow added weight to the struggle through his powerful pen. He remind-
ed his readers “We have no parties but Union men and Disunionists. Let the good
people of East Tennessee see to it that not a single Disunionist shall go to the conven-
ton. There is no dodging the issue. Hold them to it and require them to speak out.”
Responding to Unionises’ appeals Tennessee voters rejected the call for a convention
and “the simple question of secession, which was in effect voted on in the choice of
delegates, was defeated by a majority of 91,803 to 24,749.7°

Apparently crushed at the polls, Tennessee’s secessionists remained subdued unil
after the firing on Fort Sumter when Governor Harris called another special session
of the General Assembly to meet on April 25. Within a week after assembling, the

3 Knoxville Wiig, November 17, 1860.

& Knoxsille Whig, January 26, 1861 James W, Pacton, Ustionism and Reconssruction in Tennessee, 1860-1869
(Chapel Hill, 1937), 12.
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The Knoxville home of William G. Brownlow. From Lossing, A Pictorial History of the Civil War,
courtesy of the Calvin M. McClung Collection of the Knox County Public Library.

legislators ordered the governor to establish a military pact with the Confederate
States. Less than a fortnight Iater, Harris reporred the successfib execution of the
alliance. The Assembly thereupon considered and adopted a Declaration of Indepen-
dence and Ordinance to terminate the state’s relations with the federal government,
Only then did Tennessee’s legislature call for a plebiscire on its action.

Again Brownlow and other Unionists launched a month-long campaign in opposi-
tion to the Declaration and Ordinance. “Let every man,” the Parson urged, “old and
young, halt and blind, contrive to be at the polls on that day [to vote on the Decla-
ration and Ordinance]. If we lose then, our liberties are gone and we are swallowed
up by a military despotism more odious than any now existing in any monarchy in
Europe.™

He also denounced the activities of the General Assembly as “the most outrageous,
high-handed and infamous legislature ever known to the civilized world.”® Despite
strenuous efforts by leading Unionists and Parson Brownlow, the June 8 plebiscite
reversed the decision reached through the carlier referendum although nearly 70 per-
cent of Hast Tennesseans voted in opposition.

The Parson’s defiance of the Confederacy became legendary. Early in February he
hoisted a Union flag above his home and continued to fly it after secession despite
several artempts by Rebel sympathizers to tear it down. His editorials assaulted che
Confederate leadership with his choicest satire, exemplified by the following directed
at Jefferson Davis:

¥ Knoxvilie Whig, May 11, 1861,

8 Thid., May 18, 1861.
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I have been expected to state in every issue of my paper, that
the mantle of Washington sits well on Jeff Davis! This would
be a funny publication. The bow of Ulysses in the hands of a
pigmy! The robes of the giant adorning Tom Thumb! The cutls
of a Hyperion on the brow of a Satyr! The Aurora Borealis of
a cotton farm melting down the icy North! This would be to
metamorphose a minnow into a WHALEP

He intensified his attacks with numerous accounts of Confederate oppression and
atrocities committed on Union men, each account designed to embarrass Rebel of-
ficials and inflame the population. Brownlow’s defiance finally reached such propor-
tions that Confederate authorities arranged to silence the Whigin late October 1861
— the lase Union committed paper remaining in the South.

At the insistence of family and friends who feared for his safety, Brownlow retired
to the sanctuary of the Smoky Mountains in carly November. Shorty after he left
Knoxville, a rash of partially successful railroad bridge burnings in East Tennessee
threatened to interrupt rail service between Virginia and the southwestern Confed-
erate states.'” Rumors circulated that the Parson participated in the bridge burning
plot, an accusation he consistently denied.

Moving from his mountain sanctuary to a hideaway nearer Knoxville, Brownlow
entered into secret negotiations with the Confederate military commander in Knox-
ville, Under terms for his surrender, the Parson believed the military would shelter
him from civilian authoerities who were personal enemics while he awaited a pass-
port that would exile him to the North. Communications evidently broke down.
As Brownlow feared, the Confederate commissioner, Robert B, Reynolds, issued a
warrant for his arrest upon the sworn oath of the Confederate district attorney, fames
Crozier Ramsey, son of James G. M. Ramsey, one of Knoxville’s most belligerent
secessionist. The Parson was seized on his return to Knoxville and jailed on a charge
of “treason.”!!

Knoxville's secessionists aimed to mete out harsh and relentless punishment to
Brownlow for his unremitting attacks on them. In contrast, the Confederate Sec-

? Ibicl,, June 29, 1861,

10 See David Madden, “Union Resistance to Confederate Occuparion: The Bridge Burners of East Tennes-
see.” East Tennessee Historical Society’s Publications 52-53 (1980-1981): 22-39.

! Bad blood had existed for years between Brownlow and the Ramsey family. Reynolds and Ramsey offered
inconsistent rationales for charging Brownlow with “treason.” Ramsey contendeid that Brownlow had knowl-
edge of, or participated in, the November 8 bridge buraings since he advocated such. in an editorial in the
Knoxville Whig, May 25, 1861. ]. C. Ramsey to }. P Benjamin, December 7 and 17, 1861, The War of the Re-
bellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies (Washington, 1880-1901),
series 11, vol, F, 907-908, 910, 911 {(hereafter O&). Reynolds, perhaps ancicipating that Ramsey’s charge of
“reason” would not stand because it was published prior to Tennessecs secession on June 9, argued the charge
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retary of War, Judah . Benjamin, earlier proposed a different course during nego-
dations for the Parson’s surrender. He had ordered that the Parson be exiled to the
North, a proposal that had met Brownlow’s approval. After a few days in jail and
feeling betrayed, the Parson fired a caustic note to Benjamin.

Knoxville Jail, Dec. 16, 1861
Hon. J. B Benjamin
You authorized Gen. George B. Critenden to give me pas-
ports [sicl, and an escort to send me into the old Government,
and he invited me here for that purpose. But a third rate Coun-
ty Court Lawyer, acting as your Confederate Attorney, took me
out of his hands and cast me into this prison. I am anxious to
learn which is your highest authority, the Secretary of War, a
Major General, or a dirty little drunken Attorney, such as J. €
Ramsey ist
You are reported to have said to a gentleman in Richmond
that, I am a bad man, dangerous to the Confederacy, and you
desize me out of it. Just give me my pasports [sic], and 1 will do
for your Confederacy, more than the Devil has ever done, I will
quit the country!

Tam, etc,

W. G. Brownlow"

Parson Brownlow suffered through numerous appalling experiences during his im-
prisonment. Treatment of incarcerated inmates in the grossly overcrowded jail—ran-
cid food, pelluted drinking water, litle space to lay down, brural harassment by
guards—bordered on the inhumane. Fach day brought incidents of terror to the
imprisoned Tennessee Unionists. Accused bridge burners wete quickly arrested, given
drumhead trials, denied legal defense or appeal, and marched out 1o the gallows, leay-
ing wives and children destitute. Preachers were jailed for offering prayers on behalf
of the Union. Union sympathizers were assaulted and severely beaten. Unionists by
the score, young and old, were shipped off to Rebel prisons throughout the South,
many of whom would never see family or home again. The Rebels even conscripted
some captives into Confederate service through intimidation and browbeating.

Brownlow never knew if the next day would find him condemned to death, so he
composed a speech to be delivered from the gallows. No deed, according to the Par-
son, was too heinous for the Confederates to perpetrate. While spending less than a

resulted from a series of editorials published in the Whigafter the secession vare. R, B, Reynolds to Marshal,
District of Tennessee, December 6, 1863, OR, Series IT, 1:922. See Brownlow’s response, W. G. Brownlow to
G. B. Criwenden, December 6, 1861, ibid.

' Brownlow included a reproduction of his note in Parson Brotmimes Book, between pages 318 and 319.
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William G. Brownlow in the Knaxville jail being greeted by fellow political prisoners. From
Browniow’s Sketches of the Rise, Progress, and Decline of Secession, courtesy of the Calvin M.
McCilung Historical Colfection of the Knox County Public Library.

month confined in the Knoxville jail, the experiences he endured while in the hands
of the Rebels became the major substance of speeches he would deliver before north-
ern audiences a few months larer.?

For some years Brownlow had suffered from poor health and the privations of jail
took its toll on his weakened body. Soon after imprisonment, he became so ill as to
require medical attention, and Confederate authorities offered to parole him to his
home. At fitst the Parson rejected the offer, but finally his healch declined ro the point
that he agreed. In the comfort of his home he received medical attention while he
remained under day and night guard.

The Parson’s health showed some improvement in late February and arrangements
were made to send him to Union occupied Nashville. Leaving most of his family be-
hind, he was escorted out of Knoxville early on March 3 by two Confederate officers.
At noon on Match 15 Brownlow crossed over into Federal territory. Upon reaching
the Federal pickets, soldiers and officers crowded around him. The Parson exclaimed
in his unique style, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill
toward men, except a few hell born and hell-bound rebels in Knoxville.”"* He soon

B Parsan Brownlow Boak, 330-337. The Parson secretly kept a diary of his jail experience, The diary entries
were later reported in Parsen Brownlows Book, 271-438.

" The Confederate officers for his escort wege of Brownlow’s choosing: his wife’s cousin Lt. John W, O’Brien,
and Col. Casey H. Young, The party included sons, John Bell Brownlow and James Patten Brownlow, and
his fiiend, aworney Samuel H. Rogers. O. P Temple, Nowble Men of Termessee: From 1833 to 1875 (New
York, 1212), 315.
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climbed aboard a buggy for the five mile trip into Nashville and made his way to the
St. Cloud Horel. As he entered the hotel lobby, a group of Federal soldiers learned
his identity and surrounded him; all wanted to gaze ac this East Tennessee warrior
and listen to his ordeals at the hand of Rebels. Old friends, Connally EF Trigg, Horace
Maynard and Emerson Ethridge, hearing of his arrival, rushed to the St. Cloud to
welcome him back from the perils of Rebel “justice.”

Unionists in Nashville yearned to learn first hand about Brownlow’s adventures
among Rebels in Fast Tennessee. They restrained their urge for several days before
placing a demand on his stamina. On March 19, they could no longer resist cheir
curiosity. A crowd gathered in front of the St. Cloud Hotel where he resided and
demanded a speech. The Parson begged to be excused from addressing them because
“My throat has been disordered for the past three years and 1 have been compelled to
almost abandon public speaking.”

The crowd protested his reluctance, and he obliged by recounting his suffering
while in Rebel hands and the abuses he experienced. He described his iflness while
in the Rebel jail, but added that on reaching Federal picked lines near Nashville,
“My depression ceased, and returning life and health seemed suddenly to invigorate
my system and to arouse my physical constitution.” Proudly claiming his Southern
heritage, he denied the right of the South to wage war, and optimistically claimed
that “Secession is well-nigh played out” due to a lack of supplies. He then asked to be
excused from further speaking because “I am growing hoarse in this fierce wind” and
because “I am otherwise feeble, not having attempted to make a speech in months.”
Closing his remarks, he expressed the sentiment that would distinguish his public
addresses over the coming months, “Grape for the Rebel masses, and hemp for their
leaders.”"?

Four days after addressing the Unionists in Nashville, Brownlow boarded the
steamboat Jucob Strader and floated down the Cumberland River to the Ohio, with
Cincinnati as his ultimate destination. When the steamer pulled into Cincinnati on
the evening of March 27, the proprietors of the Gibson House met the boat and
escorted the Parson to their guest quarters. At the hotel, he was “waited on” by a
committee appointed by the Union Convention to conduct him to the Merchants
Exchange. On their arrival at the Exchange, Brownlow found thar many leaders of
the Queen City had assembled. He was introduced to them by Joseph C. Budler,
president of the Chamber of Commerce. After making a few remarks regarding con-
ditions in East Tennessee, the Parson promised them a longer address on another oc-
casion. The Commirtee spent the next week introducing him to the community and
showering him with the hospitaliey of the city. Meanwhile, he rested, made a couple
of brief appearances before city groups, and received delegations from other cities

who urged him to visit their communities.'®

15 Barson Brownlowt Book, 385-389.

16 7pid 399-400; Cincinnati Gazette, March 29, 1862, The delegations came from Chicago; Chillicothe,
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One of his appearances in Cincinnad took place before a group of Methodist min-
isters in the editorial room of the Western Christian Advocate. The Reverend . T.
Mitchell introduced the Parson to the group followed by a welcoming speech by Rev-
erend Dr. Kingsley. Brownlow opened his remarks by accepting their plaudiss before
reflecting on conditions in the South. “Iam sorry to say,” he reported, “that the worse
class of men now in the Southern Confederacy are the Episcopatian, Methodist, Bap-
tist and Presbyterian preachers.” He dectied the many Southern ministers who pi-
ously preached from pulpits on Sunday, “but swear and get drunk during the week.”
Even worse were ministers who prayed “that the Lord would send lighting and storm
and raise the blockade” Lincoln had ordered. The parson then explained that he now
had but one aim, “Tt is my intention to go back to Knoxville and start my paper,” and
he declared “my motto is ‘Grape for the masses, but hemp for the leaders.™"

Brownlow’s formal speech to the citizens of Cincinnati occurred a week after his
arrival. He delivered his address at Pike’s Opera House on April 4 to an immense
crowd. The patrons, each paying a 50 cent admission, filled every seat and even the
aisles; flags and bunting decorated the hall; 372 school children sang a special song in
the Parson’s honor. At eight o’clock the feeble Parson mounted the platform, leaning
on the arm of Joseph C. Butler who introduced and identified him as a great patriot,
unmatched in personal courage.

For an hour and 20 minutes the Parson captivated the audience with the incidents
of his illness, his ancestry, and his political activity over the past quarter century. He
recounted pathetic stories of the suffering of East Tennessee Unionists. Reminding
the audience that he was a Southerner, he admitted that he still believed in slavery
but blarmed the South more than the North for the war. As for the Confederates,
he would confiscate all their property to repay the Unionists for their losses. He de-
clared, in conclusion, that the rebellion would soon end as the blockade had almost
starved out the South. When the Parson finished, General Samuel E Carey, a Union
military recruiter, and Kentucky’s Lt. Governor John E Fisk delivered brief speeches,
and series of resolutions of appreciation for Brownlow were adopted. The program
concluded with the singing of “Hail Columbia.”"

‘The printed text of Brownlow's “Speech in the Opera House” apparently repre-
sented the general content of the addresses he would deliver during his lecture tour

Ohio; Springfield, Illinois, and three ather cities to request the Parson to visit their cities. Indianapolis Daify
Journat, April 4, 1862. For his appearances in Cincinnati, see Cincinnati Daily Commercial, March 29, April
1, 1862,

Y 3yilliam G. Brownlow, Portnait and Biography of Parson Brownlow, the Tennessee Patriot, Together with bis
Last Editorial in the Knoxville Whig: alo, bis recent Speeches, Rebearsing bis Experience with Secession, and bis
Prison Life. (Indianapolis, 1862), 44-45.

" Cincinnati Daily Commercial, April 5, 1862; Cincinnati Gazette, April 5, 1862; Parson Brownlow’s Book,
460-425. General Carey was a well-known temperance orator. He would be elected to Congress in 1866 and
in 1876 would be neminated as vice president on the Greenback ticket.
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of Northern cities over the next several months. He included it in Parson Brownlow’
Book “because it was subsrantially what I said at all other points.” However, the
Parson stated that he was delivering an “extemporaneous speech” on this occasion,
This implies that rather than publishing the actual speech he delivered, Brownlow in-

cluded in his book a brief reconstruction of the address. He reported that his address -

lasted one hour and twenty minutes. The text of the address in his book fails far shost
of the volume of wording needed for a speech of that length and therefore it should
be read as an abstract of his remarks rather than as his actual address."”

The Parson’s Cincinnati lecture initiated a triumphant tour that carried Browntow
chrough nearly every state north of the Mason-Dixon line. This tour offered the
Parson more than an opportunity fo attack the hated Rebels, for his audiences were
quite willing to pay an admission fee. Brownlow, who had accumulated few personal
savings, desperately needed to provide for his family and to accumulate sufficienc
capital to re-establish his Knaxville Whig. As a start to this end, on Monday morn-
ing following his appearance at the Opera House the sponsors presented him with
$1,125 derived from the lecture admissions.™

For the next nine months or more, Brownlow probably was the most licnized
personality in the Union. Everywhere he went leading and important citizens vied
for the honor of entertaining him and ordinary citizens were eager to hear about his
confrontations with the Rebels. After leaving Cincinnati, one writer observed that his
train was “greeted with one continued ovation during the journey [to Indianapolis].
At almost every station the cars [of his train] were surrounded with eager crowds, to
see and welcome the tried hero and patriot,” His first stop was in Dayton where he
addressed a large gathering ar the depot. After his train reached Indianapolis, he be-
came the guest of Indiana Governor Oliver Perry Morton. The governor introduced
Brownlow to the audience before his lecture in Metropolitan Halt and sat on the plat-
form along with Mayor Samuel D. Maxwell and other prominent community leaders
while the Parson delivered his address to an audience which was “equal to any as-
sembled there.” He commented at considerable fength on the rebellion and declared
thae: “if the issue was to be made between the Union without Slavery, and slavery
without the Union, he was for the Union and let slavery perish. (Great applause} Let

9 Parson Brownlow’ Book, 404, Technically an extemporaneous speech is one wherein the speaker has previ-
ously prepared and organized the ideas he will include in the presentation but Jeaves the specific wording
of the address to the moment of delivery. This approach is in contrast to a manuscript speech wherein the
speaker constructs both the content and the wording prior to delivery and presents what he bas prepared to
the audience. Likely, what Brownlow meant by “extemporancous” was that he was speaking “impromptu”
— that is, “off the cuff” with no specific preparation for the address. The normal race of speaking is about 120
to 160 words per minute. Applying this standard co the Cincinnati address demonstrates he included only
about 35 percent of his presentation in the hoolc. Likely what he included were the highlights of his address
rather than its complere text, Most, if not all, of his “speeches” included in Parson Brownlow' Book should be
assessed as only abstracts of the remarks he made rather than treated as the fuil text of his addresses,

% Cincinnad Daily Commercial, April 7, 1862. The Confederates had confiscated his printing plant in Knox-
ville and turned it into a shop for remodeling firearms to be used by the Rebel milicary.
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Jacob Harmon and his son Henry weye convicted of burning the Lick Creek bridge in
Greene County and executed in Knoxville on December 17, 1861. The story of their execution,
in which Henry was hanged first while his father was forced to walch, was a standard part
of Brownlow’s lecture during his 1862 tour. From Brownlow's Sketches of the Rise, Progress,
and Decline of Secession, courtesy of the Calvin M. McClung Historical Collection of
the Knox County Public Library.

every institution die first, and until the issue was made berween the Union and the
religion of Jesus Christ, he was for the Union.” The meeting was judged to be “the
most intellectual and spirit-stirring entertainment Indianapolis ever had.™

Arriving in Chicage, Brownlow received an ovation accorded only the mast cel-
ebrated. Learning of his approach to the city, the board of aldermen appointed a
delegation of prominent citizens to meet the Parson in Michigan City. Upon the
Parson’s arrival, Federal Judge Thomas Drummond offered a welcoming speech be-
fore the assembled crowd that praised Brownlow’s heroism. Thereafter, the delegation
accompanied him to lodgings in Chicago’s Sherman House. After settling into his
quarters, Brownlow was escorted on a grand sightseeing tour of the city before ap-
pearing before the Board of Trade at the Merchants Exchange in response to a special
invitation to address its membership. Chicago mayor Julian Sidney Rumsey intro-
duced the Parson to “the immense throng” whereupon a member of the Board, J. C.
Wright, lauded him and contended that when the history of the rebellion is recorded
“it will be sadly deficient if its pages do not tell, in words that burn, the story of your
wrongs, your fortitude, and your unswerving devotion to your country in the hour
of her great trial. Our children will need no romance to stir their young hearts; but

2 Portrait and Biography, 49-50.
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the truthful picture of your suffering and heroism will fill the place of high-wroughe

fiction.” With this ringing endorsement, Brownlow addressed the throng about the
orment suffered by Tennessee Unionists. The next evening he delivered his message
to “an overwhelming audience” before being “given the hospitality of the ‘Sherman
House by city authorities.” #

Brownlow headed east the next day. He stopped for the night at Lafayette, Indiana,
where he spoke to “a large and enthusiastic audience.” After passing through Cincin-
nati, the Parson arrived in Columbus, Qhio, on April 14. He had received an invita-
tion from the Ohio legistature, endorsed by the Columbus city council, to speak at
the state capital. Upon his arrival in town, he was mer by Ohio’s 69th Regiment and
its band which escorted him to the capitol.

The Ohio legislature met in joint session to hear an address from the “courageous
patriot from East Tennessee.” Precisely at half-past three the Parson entered the
House chamber arm-in-arm with Governor David Tod. The governor introduced
him to the legislators whereupon James Monroe, President pro tem of the Senate,
offered an extended greeting to him on behalf of the members. “Parson Brownlow
proceeded to address the Legislature and audience in the manner that is so peculiarly
his own, and which stirs and fascinates by its tones of carnestness as weil as by his
words of Power,”™3

That same evening former Ohio governor William Dennison presented Brown-
low to the audience attending his public lecture. The Parson reported that on this
occasion he spoke to “a full house, for more than one hour,” after which, “Luther
Donalson, President of the City Council, gave us a handsome entertainment at his
residence on State Street.” The guests included the governor and many Ohio legisla-
tors, “also many handsome ladies.”

When Brownlow reached Pennsylvania on his journey east, the civil governments
of Pittsburg and Alleghany City combined forces to present the keys of both cities to
him. The Mayors and Aldermen from both communities ushered him to one of ¢the
best hotels, the Monongahela House, and showered him with hospitality. Through
the insistence of local citizens, he presented an hour and a half lecture to an audience
that evening. The next day he left for Philadelphia aboard a train of the Pennsylvania
Railroad and the train crew honored him with an invitation to ride part of the way
in the locomotive.?

22 Thid, 65-72; Parson Brownlowt Beok, 429,
B Ohio State fournal cited in Parson Brownlowh Book, 435-436.

% Brownlow sketched some of the events of his tour in his book, 425-446. His record of the rour stops with
his appearance in Philadelphia. For a more complete account of his visits to the various cities, see the local
newspapers of the day, especially the Indianapolis Dadly fournal, April 9, 1862; Chicapo Tribune, Apeil 9, 10,
11, 1862; Columbus The Obio Statesman, April 15, 16, 1862,

2 Burson Brownlows Book, 436-437,
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When the train pulled into Harrisburg, an “immense concourse fhad] gathered
at the depot” headed by Governor Andrew Cuttin, former governor George Bryan
Porter, and members of the governor’s executive staff. During the brief rest stop,
Brownlow responded to the demands for a speech. As the train continued toward

Philadelphia, crowds gathered at each station along the route and “loudly called for”
26

a few remarks.

Brownlow’s train entered the West Philadelphia Depot at midnight on April 18.
Despite the lateness of the hour, he was met by a special delegation appointed by the
Philadelphia Common Council which escorted him to his quarters in the Continen-
tal Hotel, “perhaps the most elegane in America.” The next morning, “Committees of
the Councils” accompanied him to Independence Hall for a reception in his honor,
after which he spoke “for nearly one hout, to an immense audience.” He explained
that his speech, “with some variation caused by the surrounding circumstances,
was substantially the same as at Cincinnati and other towns where | had spoken at
length.” In the South, he reported in his remarks, “They are out of soap with which
to wash their dirty faces; they were out of every thing, including fine tooth combs,
while every lictle rebel head was full of squatter-sovereigns, looking for ‘their rights’
among the tangles.” Upon the conclusion of this “affhand address” the audience
gave him “three long and hearty cheers” and rushed forward to greet him. The crush
was so great that the event’s sponsors led the Parson into Independence Hall where
behind locked doors a few enchusiasts were admitted as a time to greet him.”

On the morning of his appearance at Independence Hall, Brownlow received an
invitation from President Abraham Lincoln to visit the White House. The Parson
also had received an invitation ro make appearances in Baltimore. He opted instead,
after receiving a number of East Tennessee refugees, ro leave for the country to re-
cuperate from the fatigue of his recent travels and to prepare the manuscript for a
book.?® Brownlow had received offers from several publishers who wanted to print
the story of his struggles against secession and his suffering at the hands of the Con-
federates. Fowever, he signed a contract with “that prince of clever fellows, George
W. Childs, the extensive and energetic Philadelphia publisher,” — a contract destined
to reward both parties handsomely.”

Brownlow spent the next month near Crosswicks and Bordertown, New Jersey, re-
cuperating and finishing the manuscript of his book. While there, a Qualcer preacher
and two members of his congregation invited the Parson to make a speech at cheir
meeting house. He accepted and spent an hour and a half addressing the crowded

26 [ ancaster (Pennsylvania) Deily Express, Aprit 18, 1862; Parson Brownlows Book, 437440,

T Parson Brownlow’ Book, 441-442; Philadelphia Dasty Evening Bullesin, April 18, 1862,

28 Philadelphia Pudlic Ledger, April 19, 1862.

2 Darson Brownlows Baok, 437. Tt has been estimared thas the pubtisher sold aver 100,000 copies of the
book.
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house. “This was considered a great com-
plement, as they never extend such favors
to other churches, or to polidcians. The
cheeting was considerable; and it was re-
marked that this vencrable building had
not received such a shock since the war of
the Revolution.™

By mid-May Brownlow finished the
manuscript fort his book complete with full
page engravings depicting the atrocities
described in his diary. It was published be-
fore the end of May and by Seprember an
estimated 100,000 copies had been sold.
His family had abandoned their Knoxville
home when ordered out by the Rebels, the
only financial resource he possessed when
expelled from Tennessee. Until the royal-
ties came in, he needed——or wanted—to
return to the lucrative lecrare circuir. Dur-
ing his rest period, the Parson continued
to receive numerous speaking invirations
and consequently he moved on to New
York Cicy.

Many people in New York City urged
the Union’s “hero from East Tennessee” to
make an appearance in their community.
During the morning of May 13 his party
arrtved on the Camden and Amboy boat

to be greeted by a crowd that had awaited his arrival for four hours. The dignitaries,
after appropriate ceremonies, escorted the Patson, his family, and publisher to the
hospitality of the Astor House. A busy 10 days of receptions, ceremonies, sightsee-
ing, and speeches marked him as perhaps the most important celebrity in town. On
Wednesday he spoke to the New England Soldiers’ Relief Association and the Cham-
ber of Commerce, followed by a reception in his honor at the Astor House. The
next evening, May 15, he addressed an audience at New York’s Academy of Music.
Upon entering the Academy’s auditorium the Parson saw before him “a dense throng,
thousands in number” whe “filled all the seats, aisles, and lobbies.” Many in the audi-
ence had assembled long befote the time announced for the start of the proceedings.
“Hundreds of leading citizens occupied the stage . . . evincing by their presence on
this occasion their desire to render a just tribute of praise to the gallant Parson, whose
sufferings, as a Union man, had awakened so general a sympathy throughout the
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whole community.”

Brownlow was escorted to the stage by Charles T. Rodgers, president of the Young
Men’s Republican Union, the event’s sponsor. As the Parson appeated on stage he
was “received with the most rapturous applause, the audience, en masse, rising to
their feet, waving their hats and handkerchiefs, and joining in one universal shout
of applause.” _

Rogers opened the program by reading a letter from New Yorl’s Governor Edwin
D. Morgan who was expected to introduce the Parson to the audience. The letter
expressed the Governor’s regrets that other duties prevented his attendance where-
upon Rogers called William M. Evarts to the podium to welcome the Parson. Evarts
expressed “his appreciation of the heroism of Mr, Brownlow.” With men like the
Parson, he contended, we can go about “subduing the rebellion, and then of reinsti-
tuting in its strength the Consticution as it is, and the Unjon as it is. . . . Upon them
[Southern Unionists] as a basis we could reinstate the dominion of the Government
all over the land.” Then amid loud and repeated applause, Brownlow stepped forward
to spealc.”

He opened his remarks by denying he had the eloquence that charms or the diction
that “captivates and fascinates an assemblage.” Rather, “T shall therefore look more to
what I shall say than to the manner of saying it.” He pointed out that in his career he
had been “Independent in all things, and under all circumstances, I have never been
entirely neutral, but have always taken a hand in what was afloat.” He proposed to
the audience that he would not say anything to them that he had not expressed in his
widely distributed paper. “I say to you, then,” he declared,

as T have said at home time and again, that the people of the
South, the demagogues and leaders of the South, are to blame
for having brought about this state of things, and not the people
of the North . . . . You have granted us, from first to last, alf
we have asked, all we have desired [repeal of Missouri Com-
promise and admission of Texas to the Union as a slave state];
and hence, 1 repeat that this thing of secession, this wicked at-
tempt to dissolve the Union, has been brought about without
che shadow of a cause. It is the work of the worst men that ever

3 Parson Brownlow, “Sufferings of Union Men,” a specch recarded by Charles B. Collar, Pulpit and Rostrum,
Supplement No. 1 (July 15, 1862): 8-24. Collar recorded rthe contenc of the Academy of Music speech in
shorthand, and his transcription was published in several cities. Collar also recarded the PParsan’s speech, “Ir-
religious Character of the Rebellion” delivered at Coaper Union a few days larer. Although Collar’s account
contains some misspelled names and s similas in many regards to thar found in Person Brownlows Book, it
is probably the most accusate and complete text of any of the addresses Brownlow delivered en his tour of
Northern cities and has been used as the source for the quotations or: the following pages. It is also significant
that Conlter, in his biography of Brownlow, gives little astention to Brownlow’s vindictive and bitter accounts
of Confederate atrocities. As shown by Collar, this was the primary element of Brownlow'’s speeches, at least
duting the first part of his tour. See W.G, Brownlow, “Irreligious Character of the Rebellion,” recorded by
Charles B. Collar, Puipit and Rostritm, Supplement No. 1 (July 15, 1862): 25-36.

63




GRAPE FOR THE REBEL Masses aND Hemp ror THER LEADERS Number 75

God permitted to live on the face of this earth. Tt is the work of
a set of men down South whe, in winding up this rebellion, if
our administration and Government shall fail to hang them as

high as Human — hang every one of them — they will make an
utter failirre,

50wed to him after the Rebel.

and as these bridg
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weather and ringlc
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He pointed out that the North had such a one who could bring this about, the . pretext to scize up
“galfant and glotious man, [General] McClellan,” commander of the Federal army -
in Washington, :

Lest anyone in the audience question his loyalty, Brownlow trumpeted, “T have
been a Union man all my life.” For proof he referred to the 1832 pamphlet he wrote
and published denouncing South Carolina nullifiers, “and they threatened to hang -
me then.” More recently, Rebel troops

they marched mc
and desperase jail.

When the Rebels march.
found “there was not in th
furniture, except a dirty olc
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commenced to ride Union men [in East Tennessee! upon rails. |
have seen that done in the streets . . . and [their] coming before
my house with ropes in their hands, they would groan out, “Let
us give old Brownlow a turn, the d__ d old scoundrel; come
out, and we will hang you to the first tree.” I would appear .
. . on the front portico of my house, and would address them
in this way: “Men, what do you want with me? . . . “We want
a speech from you; we want you ro come out for the Southern
Confederacy.” To which I replied: “I have no speech to make for
you. You know me as well as I know you; I am urterly and ir-
reconcilably opposed to this infernal rebellion in which you are
engaged, and I shall fight it ro the bitter end.” . . . . These threats
toward me were repeated every day and every week, until finally
they crushed out my paper, destroyed my office, [and)] appropri-
ated the building to an old smith's shop.

Is it for stealing v
it for manslaughs
to the flag and <&
here with you fo
judge, boys, L loc
est day of my if
until T die of ol
fever renounce |

The Parson reported io
offered to free the Union |
ern Confederacy and vols
the offer was made to hin
ing the officer in the eye

Brownlow argued that he was not alone in suffering this abuse. The secessionist
Legislature empowered armed groups to confiscate “all the arms, pistols, guns, dirks,
swords, and everything of the sort from all the Union men, and they paid a visit to
every Union house in the state.” If this was not enough, they went about grabbing
“all the fine horses of Union men everywhere, without fee or reward, for cavalry
horses, and seizing upon the fat hogs, corn, fodder, and sheep, going into houses and
pulling the beds off the bedsteads in the daytime, seizing upon all the blankets they
could find, for the army; after breaking open chests, bureaus, drawers and everything
of that sort.” As a result, some of the people rose up “in rebellion” and at “precisely
ar 11 o'clock [p.m.], from Chattanooga to the Virginia line — a distance of 300 miles
— all the railroad bridges raok fire at one time, {Cheers and applause.] It was purely
accidental. I happened to be out from home at the time. [Laughter.]”

The Parson stated to the assembly that he had really ridden out to collect the fees
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owed to him after the Rebels had suppressed his paper,

and as these bridges took fire while T was out of town, they
[Confederate authorities in Knoxville] swore I was the bell-
weather and ringleader of all the devilment rthat was going on,
and hence that T must have had a hand in it. They wanted a
pretext to seize upon me, and upon the 6th day of December
they marched me off to jail —2 miserable, uncomfortable, damp

and desperate jail.

When the Rebels marched him into imprisonment, Brownlow disclosed that he
found “there was not in the whole jail a chair, bench, stoo! or table, or any piece of
Furniture, except a dirty old wooden bucket and a pair of tin dippess to drink with.”
Some 150 incarcerated Union men welcomed his entry. “I knew them all,” he said,
“and they knew me, as I had been among therm for thirty years.” They gathered round
him, glad to see an old friend. Some smiling, took him by the hand wanting to know
news from the outside, while others were speechless with tears streaming down their
face. Brownlow then described his remarks to chem.

Ts it for stealing you are here? Neo. Is it for counterfeiting? No. Is
it for manslaughter? No. You are here, boys, because you adhere
to the flag and the Constitution of our country. [Cheers.] T am
here with you for no other offense bur that; and as God is my
judge, boys, I look upon the 6th day of December as the proud-
est day of my life. [Great applause.] And here I intend to stay
until T die of old age, or until they choose to hang me. I will
never rencince my principles. [Cheers.]

The Parson reported to his audience that Rebel officials often came to the jail and
offered to free the Union men if they would “take the oath of allegiance to the South-
ern Confederacy and volunteer to go into the [military] service.” Some did. When
the offer was made to him, Brownlow described himself as rising to his feet and star-

ing the officer in the eye and saying;

Tintend to lic here until I rot from disease, or die of old age, be-
fore I will take the oath of allegiance to your government. Ideny
your right to administer such an oath, I deny that you have any
povernment other than a Southern mob. You have never been
recognized by aay civilized power on the face of the earth, and
you never will be. [Applause.] And sir, preacher as [ am, [ will
sec the Southern Confederacy, and you and me on top of it, in
the infernal regions, before I will do ir. “Well,” said he, “that’s
d__dplaintalk” [Laughter and applause.] Yes, I replied, thats
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the way to tall in revolutionary times. [Applause.]

The preceding highlights reflect the content in the first third of Brownlow’s ad-

by Rebel authorities and the horrible conditions Unionists faced in a Rebel prison,
The Parson recalled that two of the prisoners were elderly Baptist clergymen, Mz

ver and unable to eat,” had three sons in the jail. One of them, James Madison Cate,.
was locked up for refusing to “volunteer [for the Confederace army],” and was lying
on the floor “in the very agonies of death.” When his wife with babe in arms came
to visit she was refused admittance. Brownlow interceded, “for God’s sake, . . . let the
poor woman come in” and see her dying husband. The Rebel guards granted her 15
minutes. She entered and on seeing her husband gave signs of fainting, Before she
could fall the Parson took the child and she fell to the floor and lay on her husband’s
breast. Brownlow declared to his audience, “I hope I may never see such a scene
again; and yet such cascs were common all over East Tennessee.”

Brownlow then refated the story of two accused bridge burners in Andrew John-
sor’s town of Greeneville. Confederate Col. Danville Leadbetter apprehended the
men shortly after the assault on the bridges, gave them a drum-head court-martial,
and sentenced them to hang. Whereupon he:

took these two men [Jacob M. Hensie and Henry Fry}, tied
them with his own hands upon on limb, immediately over the
railroad erack, in the town of Greenville, and ordered them to
hang four days and nights, and directed all the engineers and
conductors to go by that hanging concern slow, in a kind of
snail gallop, up and down the road, to give the passengers an
opportunity to kick the rigid bodies and strike them with a rat-
tan. And they did it. :

coffins. On one occasion:

dress at the Academy of Music, a speech that lasted an estimated 75-90 minutes. The
remaining two-thirds of his remarks were devoted to derailing atrocities committed

Pope and M. Cate. One had been jailed for offering prayess for the President of the-
United States and the other because he cheered the “Stars and Stripes as they passed -
his house, borne by a company of Union volunteets.” Mr. Cate, “prostrated from fe- :

The Parson next described incidents of Union men in his home county of Knox
who were abused by secessionists. These Rebels “caught up Union men, tied them
upon logs, elevared the logs upon blocks six or ten inches from the ground, put the
men upon their breasts, tying their hands and feet under the log, stripped their backs
entirely bare, and then, with switches, cut their backs literally to pieces, the blood
running down at every stroke.” Brownlow reported that Unionist prisoners never
knew when a wagon drove up to the jail hauling “an uply, rough, flac-topped coffin
upon it,” who would be next to go to the gallows. Sometimes the wagon bore two
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A poor old man of sixty-five {Jacob Harmon] and his son of
twenty-five [Henry] were marched out at one time and hanged
on the same gallows. They made that poor old man, who was
a Methodist class-teader, sit by fon his coffin] and see his son
hang till he was dead, and then they called him a d_ d Lincol-
nite Union shrieker [sec.], and said “Come onp; it is your tusn
next.” He sank, but they propped him up and led him to the
halter, and swung both off on the same gallows.

Next, the Parson sketched the story of J. C. Haum [Haunl, an accused bridge
burner and a young man with a wife and four or five children at home. The Rebels
took him to the gallows where he requested the service of 2 Union minister. Denying
his request, the executioners substituted “an unprincipled, drunken chaplain, of their
own army” who reported that Haum “regrets the course he took.” Haum spoke out
denying he apologized for his actions and declared that “if it were to be done over, 1
would do it again.” The Parson recounted that, “He died like a man; he died like a
Union man, as an East Tennessean ought to die.”

The final hanging episode presented by Brownlow involved another accused bridge
burner that had a happter outcome. Harrison Self was sentenced to hang after another
drum-head court-martial. On the day of his execution, his young daughter came for a
last visit, but emotionally broke down “sobbing and crying” when they parted. Rush-
ing to Brownlow she begged him to help prepare a plea to the confederate President.
The Parson related that he worded the brief plea to be telegraphed to Davis:

HON. JEFFFRSON DAVIS [1 did not believe the first word
T wrote was the cruth, but T put it there for the sake of form]
— My father, Hessing [sic] Self, is sentenced to be hanged at four
o'clock to-day. I am living at home, and my mother is dead. My
facher is my earthly all; npon him my hopes are centered, and,

friend, T pray you to pardon him.
Respectfully, ELIZABETH SFLE

President Davis recurned an answer immediarely. In it he instructed the Military
Commander not to hang Self bus to “keep him in jail and let him atone for his crimes
2 certain time.” The Parson reported that after serving a short term Mr. Self returned
tome, and Flizabeth was “saved the grief of being left alone withour a father.”

Brownlow presented the details of these episodes in greater length in his address.
He also interspersed the facts of his stories with condemnations that defamed, deni-
grated, and vilified the Confederate authorities and secessionists for their oppression
of Fast Tennessee Unionists. As he began concluding his remarks, he epitomized the

current political atmosphere in the South:
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This, ladies and gentlemen, is the spirit of secession all over the
South; jt is the spirit that acruates them everywhere; it is the
spirit of murder, it is the spirit of the infernal regions, and, in
God’s name, can you any longer excuse or apologize for such
murderous and bloodthirsty demons as live down in the South-
ern Confederacy? [Loud cries of “No, no.”] Hanging is going
on all over East Tennessee; and, as strange as it may seem to you,
in the counties of Campbell and Anderson, they actually lacer-
ate with switches the bodies of females, wives and daughters of
Union men — clever, respectable women. They show no quarter
to male or female; they rob their houses and they throw them
into prison.

East Tennessee,

for a more loyal, a more devoted people to the Sears and Stripes
never lived on the face of God’s earth than the Union people of
Tennessee. [Loud cheers.] With tears in their eyes, they begged
me, upon leaving Fast Tennessee, for God Almighry’s sake, o
see the President, to see the army officers, so as to have relief sent
to them and bring them out of jail. I hope, gentlemen, you will
use your influence with the army and navy, and all concerned,
to relieve these people. They are the most abused, down-trod-
den, persecuted, and proscribed people that ever lived on the
face of the earth.

Based on these conditions the Parson urged for the North to come to the relief of

Brownlow then predicted “that the rebellion will soon be played out. Thank God

for his metcies, it will soon have been played out. [Enthusiastic cheers.]” He expressed
confidence that McCleflan would soon capture Richmond, that he had “confidence
and faith in Fremont, and hope he may rush into Fast Tennessee,” and “if Hafleck,
Buell & Co. — [loud cheers] —will only capture . . . Corinth and take Memphis, the
play is ouc and the dog is dead. [Laughter and cheers.]” Upon reaching these goals,
“let us drive the leaders down into the Gulf of Mexico, like the devils drove the hogs
into the sea of Galilee. [Langhrer and applause.]” Upon this note, Brownlow closed
his address by relating his public clash in Knoxville 18 months earlier with Willizm

L. Yancey, the outspoken secessionist from Montgomery, Alabama.2

The response to his address was enthusiastic. The audience interrupted his re-

3 For more about Browalow's clash with Yancey see: John W. Du Bose, Life and Times of William Lowndes
Yancey (Birmingham, 1892), 494-496; T. W, Humes, The Loyal Mountaineers of Tennessee (Knoxvilie, 1888},

81-84; Parson Brawnlows Book, G7.
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marks over 80 rimes with applause, laughter, cheering, shouts, etc. The speech netred
$2,500 toward the re-establishment of Brownlow’s Knexville Whigand a subscriprion
list for the paper was begun. Reporters and critics alike lauded his telling of the suf-
fering of the Tennessee Unionists and life under the Confederacy.

The day after his Academy address, Friday May 16, Brownlow crossed the Fast
River to attend a party in his honor at the home of George S. Lincoln, Brooklyn
postmaster. The following evening he spoke before the Brooklyn Mercantile Library
Association, which contributed $1,200 toward reconstruction of the Whig. Feeling
ill, he returned to his lodgings in Manhattan’s Astor Hotel immediately after this
presentation.

On Sunday evening, a large crowd gathered at the Hedding Methodist Church
when the announcement went abroad that the Parson would speak there. When
Brownlow appeared in the pulpit, he begged to be excused from preaching. He re-
vealed thar the past weelds festivities, and particularly his visit to Brooklyn, had ex-
hausted him to the point of illness. He explained that he had left his bed to make
apologies to the congregation assembled for not being able to deliver his usual mes-
sage. After a few remarks on “secessdom,” he turned the pulpit over to his traveling
companion, Samuel F Cary, who exhorted the crowd to dedicate themselves to sup-
port the Northern war effort. When reporting his observations of this event, a news-
man from the T#ibune wrote of the Parsor’s personal appearance: “Mr. B. spoke in
pretty strong and distinct accents, but he was evidently quite feeble. The writer of this
notice, who saw him in his editorial sanctum of The Knoxville Whig some three years
since, was struck with the great change that had taken place in the patriat editor’s
personal appearance, as he was then apparendy very rugged and hearty.™

Brownlow recovered his strength sufficiently to make one other major address in
New York during his stay. On Monday, May 19, he addressed the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association at Cooper Institute. His subject for the evening was announced as
the “Trreligious Character of the Rebellion.” In this presentation Brownlow left his
usual stories of Rebel atrocities to deliver a condemnation of the South and its reli-
gious leaders. He epitomized the whole theme of this address when he concluded:

All the iniquities that ever prevailed anywhere on the face of
God’s green earth they have in full blossom in every State south
of Mason and Dixons line. I repeat to you that the churches
there are all utterly ruined; they are all going to destruction.
The ministers, class-leaders, deacons, exhorters, are all talking
secession, lying secession, drinking mean liquor, and advocating
the cause of Jeff Davis and the devil; and they have abandoned
God and His holy religion. Wicked as you are reported to have

3% New York Tribune, May 19, 1862.




been, I invoke, to-night, the prayers of the people of New York
for these vile, unmitigated devils of the South

He ended the address with the narrative of his trip to Nashville following his im-
prisonment. The Parson remained in New York City two more days after making this
speech before continuing his tour in Boston.?

The demands on Brownlow’s services were legion, as the “reputation of the ‘Parsor’
had long preceded him, and there are but few who have not heard of and desired to
know him,”*¢ His itinerary from New York took him through every New England
state, save Vermont. In Boston he spent the week making speeches, sightseeing, and
being entertained by the governor and other important public figures. His speaking
tour then moved on to North Bridgewater, Salem, and Lowell, Massachusetts; to
Portland, Maine; and Dover, New Hampshire; back to Roxbury, Massachusetts; then
to Providence, Rhode Island; Norwich and Hartford, Connecticut; and finally back
to Springfield, Amherst, and Wozchester, Massachusetts.”” His appearances in each
of these communities were greeted with the same adulation he had received earlier
on his tour,

He returned to Philadelphia for a June 13 speech at the Academy of Music. The
Parson remained in Philadelphia several days, attending Sanitary Fairs and meetings
of relief socicties. There he performed ceremonial duties, and one reporter observed,
“generally says a few words in his vigorous style on such occasion, and retires after a
process of hand-shaking, which is no mean test of his power of endurance.”® After
a trip to Cincinnati to settle his family, the Parson recurned to Washington to testify
at a Congressional hearing.*” By the end of July he made his way to Central New
York and by mid-August had spoken in Albany, Saratoga, Utica, Syracuse, Oswego,
Rochester, and Buffalo.®® From mid-Aungust to mid-September, Brownlow evidently

 Brownlow, “Irreligious Character of the Rebellion,” 32.

% The accounts of Brownlow's activities in New York City can be found in the following issaes of local news-
papers: New York Times, May 14-16, 1862; New York Tribune, May 13-21, 1862; New York World, May 12,
15-17, 23, 1862; New York Herald, May 15-17, 19, 20, 1862; and Brooklyn Fagle, May 15-17, 22, 1862,

3 New York Tibune, May 21, 1862; and Basten Morning Journal, May 24, 1862,

37 For the accoun of Brownlow's activities in Boston and some reports of his appearances in other communi-
ties, see Bostan Lvening Transcrip, May 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 28, 29, 1862, and Bosten Morning Jovrnal,

May 23, 24, 28, June 2, 1862, The Passon’s itinerary is presented in the Boston Merning Jowrnal, May 28,
1862,

% Philadelphia Daily Evening Bulletin, Jane 21, 1862.

# See Forrest Conldlin, ed., “Parson’ Brownlow on the Impeachment of Judge Humphreys and Other Mat-

tezs in Washington, D.C. — June 1862, Fast Tennessee Histotical Society’s Publications 56 & 57 {1984-
1985): 120-131.

 Brownlow was announced ta appear in Albany on July 31, but there is no account of his performance,
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tations—his endorsement of

the Presidents announced
emancipation policy and his
, P . p CY R Brownlow's celebrity status is evidenced by the popularity
involvement in partisan poli-  of such items as this souvenir spoon and pictorial envelope.
rics. The first element dem- Courfesy of the Calvin M. McGlung Historical Colfection of

. . the Knox Counfy Public Library.
onstrated again his personal

agenda that placed the preser-

vation of the Union above and beyond his well-known defense of slavery. Indeed,
his allegiance to the Union cause took precedence over any previous commitment he
had made, with the possible exception of his beloved Methodist Church. The second
element demonstrated that the Parson could not refrain from becoming involved in
partisan politics.

Brownlow opened his tour in Michigan at the Republican State Convention in
Detroit on September 24 and spoke before 20,000 people at the Michigan State Ag-
ricultural Fair the next day. In both speeches he echoed approval of Lincoln's slavery
policy. Newspaper accounts of his Michigan speeches indicate a shift in his appeals to
the audiences as he abandoned some of his stories of Confederate atrocities. Instead,
he described the horrible economic and social plight brought about in the south by
the Confederacy and recommended military tactics to bring the war to a favorable
end.*

Two days later, the Parson spoke again in Detroit, this time to the Young Men’s
Society. The following week, he began speaking at county fairs and remained in

Albany Atlas and Argus, July 28, 1862. He spoke twice in Utica, August 5 and 6, and in Saratoga before
those dates. See Brownlow MSS, W. G. Brownlow to George Childs, August 7, 1862, Library of Congress.
He spoke in Syracuse on August 7 and Oswego on August 8. See Syracuse Journal, August 5, 7, 8, 1862, and
Oswego Commercial Times, August 3, 6, 9, 1862,

41]amm‘awn (New York) journal, September 19, 1862.

2 Derrait Adversiser and Tribune, Seprtember 23-27, 1862; Detroit Free Press, September 26, 1862,
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Michigan for the next month.® On October 25 he was the principal speaker at a
huge Republican rally in Chicago. By then the Republican Party had openly assumed
sponsorship of his appearances and announced an ambitious schedule of eight spealc-
ing engagements in eight different towns over ten days. The Parson, they said, “will
address the people [of Illinois] on the Rebellion, the President’s [Emancipation] Proc-
lamation, and Modern Tories.”

Brownlow’s Mid-Western appearances evidenced that an evolution had taken place
in his thinking during the span of his tour. Whereas he had been a rabid opponent
of abolition, he now wholeheartedly subscribed to Lincoln’s emancipation policy.
Whereas he had fought the “Black” Republicans in the 1860 Presidential campaign,
he now actively supported their candidates. Whereas he had agitated for Southern
institutions and customs, he now urged extermination of all Southern Rebels and the
confiscation of their property to pay for the war.

The Parson’s appearances in Michigan and Ilinois drew his triumphant tour of
Northern cities to a close.* For the past nine months, he had been hailed as a hero
across the North for his devotion to the Union and for the risk he took as a south-
erner in defying the Confederacy and its leadership. This adoration came in a manner
accorded only the most celebrated visitors.

The undetlying objective of Brownlow’s tour, aside from gathering capital to sup-
port his family and reestablish his paper, was to energize and intensify the public’s
support for the Union’s war effort. In any war, public commitment is essential for
victory, and Brownlow believed this actitude could only be reached when his listeners
visualized the Southern Confederates not as opponents requiring accommeodations
but as a hated enemy who must be crushed if the nation was to survive. Brownlow
set about this mission by demonizing the Confederates with the blazing rhetoric
for which he was noted. In more tranquil times his invective and epithets cultured
before his East Tennessee constituency might have repelled Northern listeners. But as
one critic observed, “when he opens his lips his language, although without positive
profanity — except when quoting other men’s — is often so grating to polite ears that it
saves sensitive listeners from blushes only because it irresistibly provokes laughter.™

3 Detroit Advertiser and Tribune, Seprember 26, 27, 1862; Baple Creek Journal, October 3, 31, 1862; Ann
Arbor The Michigan Argss, Ocrober 3, 10, 1862; Chicage Ti#bune, Ocrober 26, 1862. See also W, G. Brown-
low to Dr. Sprague, October 2, 1862, Library of Congress.

4 Springfield The Hiinois State journal, October 22, 1862. For reports on these appearances, sce Springfield
The Hlinois State Journal, October 22, 27, 28, 29, 31, November 1, 2, 3. 186; Jacksonville Sentinel, October
31, 1862; Peoria Morning Muil, November 2, 1862.
# After this time, Brownlow joined his family in Cincinnar. He only filled two speaking engagements in
1863. On January 1, he addressed an audience in Cleveland and on February 17, Washingron's Birthday, he
spoke to a gathering of Northern soldiers in Nashville.

6 Rditorial, The Ladies Repositary 22 (July 1862): 385-386.

7 Editorial, “A Martyr Missionary,” The New York Times, May 22, 1862.
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The langhter Brownlow generated was the result of the sarcasm he had developed
to accompany his invective. Together these rhetorical tools demeaned, ridiculed and
belittled the credibility of a war-time enemy. When coupled to the Parson’s vivid rales
of atrocities committed by Confederates on loyal Unionists, his listeners could not
avoid viewing the Rebels as degenerated devils who would sacrifice all human dignity
on the alter of their political and economic interests. In the Parson’s view, these de-
mons must be destroyed for the welfare of nation. His candor and flaming rheroric
prompted the New York Times to conclude that he was “doing good service to the
Union by his speeches in the Northern States.”™

It is impossible to quantify Brownlow’s impact on his Northern andiences. Appar-
ently the Federal milicary believed he motivated people toward a stronger commit-
ment to the Federal war effort. Army enlistments had lagged, and Samuel ¥ Cary,
an army recruiter, was attached to Brownlow’s entourage during most of the lecture
tour. News accounts often mentioned that the General made appeals to the audience
after the Parson completed his address. Likewise, Michigan and IHinois Republi-
can leaders concluded that voters would respond positively to Brownlow’s message.
They arranged for him to appear before voters in each state to counter campaigns
by Southern sympathizing Copperheads during the 1862 congressional races—races
that potentially could have undermined the Union’s war effort.

Publishers realized thar Brownlow’s message was powerful and people would de-
mand his story in print. For individuals choosing not to purchase the best selling
Parson Brownlow’s Book, at $1.25, they provided versions of his biography. Selling
for 25-50 cents apiece, these biographies sometimes were more myth than a factual
account of the Parson’s life. In addition, versions of his speech sold for 1015 cents
each. Despite the Parson’s puritanical life-style, one publisher went so far as to issue a
dance sheer titled “Parson Brownlow’s Quick Step.”

Enterprising entrepreneurs also offered souvenirs commemorating Brownlow’s he-
roic defense of the Union. These included sterling silver spoons with the Parson’s
image etched on the bowl. In Cincinnati, Jas. Gates sold mailing envelopes with
Brownlow’s fikeness printed on them accompanied by his satirical reply to Confed-
erate General Gideon ], Pillow’s request that the Patson join his Rebel regiment as
a Chaplain.® Perhaps the most active entrepreneurs were the photographers who
produced for sale numerous photographic pictures of the Parson on the occasion of
his visit to their cicy. ‘

Most significant of Brownlow’s effect was the overt response of his audiences.
Northerners were eager to see and hear the valiant Unionist from East Tennessee.

* His reply to Pillow was: “[ have just received your message through Mr. Sale, requesting me to serve as
Chaplain to your brigade in the Southern army; and in the spirit of kindness to which this request is made,
but in all candar, I rerurn this for an answer, that when T have made up my mind to go to hell, T will cut my
throar and go directly and not travel round by the way of the Southern Confederacy. Tam, very respectfully
&c, W. G. Brownlow.”

4 ~Fhen Brownlow resumed publishing che Whig he Jacked an adequate mail system in war-time East Ten-
nessee to distribute it to northern subscribers. He solved che problem by also printing the paper in Cincinnac
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They accorded him all the honors their community could offer. Standing room only
throngs assembled throughout his tour to hear of his adventures among the Rebels.
These crowds produced substantial admission proceeds and, when added to the con-
siderable royalties from his book, demonstrated that his message struck sympathetic
cords among northern audiences. These monies were more than sufficient to support
his exiled family and to achieve his resolute goal of re-establishing his Unionist paper,
the Knoxville Whig. Many of these listeners were so impressed with the Parson they
eagetly joined his subscriber’s List.*

In many respects, Parson Brownlow was the right man, in the right circumstance, at
the right time to became a celebrated hero to the people of the North.” He exploited
this status on behalf of the Union. His reputation as an unrelenting fire-brand un-
questionably preceded his appearances in the north. Those individuals who had not
met him created their own image of the man stemming from the numerous stories
that circulated relative to his verbal and physical brawls. This perception contrasted
considerably with that which they beheld when he appeared before them, as reported
by a New York Times reporter: “They expected to sce a rough, hardy, keen-featured
man who might pass as 2 prizefighter, a bully or a rowdy: instead of which they saw
a man slightly buile, with stooped shoulders, a round bullet head, a quiet pleasant
countenance, and an air some what depressed.”*' Brownlow’s audience also witnessed
a relatively feeble and palsied speaker, a result of the illness he suffered over the past
half decade. This physical condition enhanced the Parsor’s credibility by giving him
the appearance of one heroically sacrificing the last ounces of his strength to warn his
listeners about the danger of disregarding the Confederate menace. Such an altruistic
impression called on the listeners to march his dedication to the Union’s war effort.

When Burnside’s army drove the Confederate military out of Knoxville in the
fall of 1863, the Parson hastened to the city and immediately went about fulfilling
the promise made in the North to revive his Whig. The Union Army discovered an
unused printing press, type and ink in the Middle Tennessee village of Alexandria
and shipped the equipment to Knoxville for Brownlow’s use. The first issue of the
restored paper, now renamed Brownlow’s Knoxville Whig and Rebel Ventilator, made its
appearance on November 11, 1863. Just two years had passed since Confederate au-

where the 1. 5. mail could deliver it to an estimated 15,000 to 20,000 subscribers who had been assembled
during his tour.

3 Northern heroes were in shors supply during the first year of the war. Maj, Robert Anderson, Commander
at Fort Sumter, was hailed briefly for his defense of the fort although some criticized him for surrendering it
too early. Col. Oliver Ellsworth, a Lincaln confident, was slain by an irate southerner immediately after he
tore down a Confederate flag on the Marshali House in Alexandria, Virginia. Charles Wilkes boarded the
British ship Tiensand apprehended Confederate agents Mason and Slidell. However, the brief awcention these
men received quickly faded.

3t New Vark Tomes, May 14, 1862.
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thorities suppressed his paper. His first editorial announced: “With high regards for
our friends, a decent respect for honorable enemies, and the lowest contempt for the
leaders of the Rebellion, this Journal, with whatever of talents its editor can muster,
launches upon the troubled sea of life.” In no uncertain terms, Brownlow had set the
course for his resurrected paper.

Parson Brownlow began his tour of northern cities at a fortunate moment for the
Union when support for its preservation was in relative disarray. As armed clashes
broke out a year earfier many northerners assumed that hostilities would end within
a few months. A year later, they could not predict an end 1o the war. During the
past year Federal troops had suffered defeats at the hands of defiant southern Reb-
els. Prominent military officers had deserted the army to join the southern cause.
Voluntary enlistments in the military had given way to consctipted personnel. Peace
Demaocrats had begun agitating for an end to the war even if such action required the
dissolution of the Union, Brownlow stepped into this milieu as one who had clashed
with the Confederacy on its home ground and observed Rebel injustice first hand
as it was mered out to Fast Tennessee Unionists. His underlying message was one of
hope and resolve, and his speaking tour successfully spread this message across the
northesn states.
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