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NATHANIEL GIST, FATHER OF SEQUOYAH

By Samurr C. WirriaMs

he founder of the Gist family, of Maryland, was Christopher
. or Guest, who migrated from England and settled in Mary-
d on the south side of the Patapsco River in 1682, but removed
691 to Baltimore county., He married Edith Cromwell, of the
ily of the great Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of Fngland.
son, Richard (1684-1741), was the father of Christopher
who is known in history as an explorer of the West in 1750
as a guide of young George Washington in the Ohio River
oion in 1753 to ascertain the strength of the French., His journal
he expedition is the foundation of much of the early history of

= West,

Christopher Gist II married Sarah Howard in Maryland, where
se sons were born to them. ‘The first of these was Richard,
m September 2, 1729, who was killed in the Battle of King's
ountain, 1780." The second was Nathaniel, our subject, who was
orn October 15, 1733; and the third was Thomas, who is said to
ve settled in Kentucky after the Revolutionary War, in which
was a training officer,

Nathaniel Gist bore the name of his father’s younger brother,
athaniel, and in confusion the uncle is credited by some with the
ventusres of the nephew among the Cherokee. Amnother brother
hristopher was William Gist.

Young Gist was evidently a visitor, for trade purposes, to the
Overhill Cherckee as early as 1753.  Manifestly, he was the son
eferred to by Christopher Gist in the following excerpt from the
owrnal that he kept in 1753 while on a tour to the waters of the
hio with Major George Washington: “A messenger came with

st,
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1%Richard Gist, a2 brother of Nathaniel, was at King's Mountain and fell
here within thirty steps of the British line, of which I am a yet-living wit-
less. He was a close neighbor of my father” Benjamin Sharp in Awmerican
ioneer, 11, 66. The father of Sharp lived near the site of the present Bristol,
Cenn,-Va, Richard Gist was in Col. William Campbeil's command, He seems
o have had a son named Nathaniel in honor of his brother. L. P. Summers,
nnals of Southwest Virginia (Abingdon, Va, 1929), 1117,
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letters from my son who has just returned from his people at tp, |

Cherokees and lay sick at the mouth of Conegocheague.””

In 1754, at the age of twenty, Nathaniel Gist was again amgoy,
the Overhill Cherokee. He and another young V irginian,
years older than he, Richard Pearis, were engaged in the trage t
those Tndians, Pearis operating from Long Island of the Holstop
(the present Kingsport) in partnership with Thomas Price®

The goods were supplied by Christopher Gist, who earlier had

been in the mercantile business in Balitmore. Having failed in Iy,
ness there, the elder Gist was now in Virginia endeavoring to pe.

coup his fortunes by supplying or hacking traders to the TIndipy -

tribes. Both Pearis and young Gist looked with longing eyes on
the fertile acres of Long Island, and as early as 1754 Pearis prefer-
red a claim to the island with Governor Dinwiddie, of Virginia. Ty
the spring of that year young Gist bore a message from Governgr
Dinwiddie to the Overhill Cherokee asking that they come to the
aid of Virginia in the great contest with the French for the pos-
session of the Mississippi Valley. In the summer of the same year
Pearis went back to Virginia. “Not having the wherewith to ap-
swer his credit, when Pearis came there, one Guest, his merchant,
and father to the Guest who was sent into the nation as messenger
from Virginia, seized on his leather and denied him any further
credit, which obliged him here and there to pick up what goods he
could get . . . . of inconsiderable value, which he packed in bags,
and brought two white men (who iled from Virginia for the press).
These he sent into Chota with a letter to OId Hop* desiring him
to give no credit to Guest or his linguister, Oliver; that they would
tell him nothing but lies, and that Guest had stole the governor's
letter from him, and he, himself, was the man to have hrought it,
This letter of Pearis to Old Hop was laughed at.”

In fact, Gist bore not only the governor’s letter, but also a mes-
sage from the Indians of the Six Nations in western New: York,
desiring the Cherokee “as mutual friends of the English to aid in
expelling the French.”

Pearis did not wish to confront young Gist in Chota, and avoided
that town, but went to another, where his Indian wife resided, “Old
Hop (the emperor) sent to have Pearis intercepted, and when he

2 William M. Darlington, Christopher Gist's Journals (Pittshurgh, 1893), 80
It is not improbable that Nathaniel accompanted his father on the tour of
1751.52. “My son had the misfortune to have his feet frost-bitten (January
7, 1752”. “My son hunted up the creel, March 1, 1752 [bid, 72, 76.

8 Dineviddie Papers (Richmond, 1883), 1, 266-68.

*0ld Hop was the emperor of the Cherokee.
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as brought in there were high words passed between Pearis and
st. Old Hop told Pearis to be quiet, and asked him why he had
- his way and passed the town, and whether the governor had
1t any message to his woman, and said he could compare him to
othing but a young buck in rutting time who ran hither and thither
ter a doe.”
This quarrel between the two young Virginians in the woods of
ie. Tennessee country was thus reported by trader Ludovick Grant
Covernor Glen, of South Carolina, and in results it was of con-
equence. It contributed to the loss of the much needed manpower
‘the Cherokee to Virginians and the British regulars under General
addock in meeting the menace of the French and their Indians
“the upper reaches of the Ohio. Tt brought a prompt reprimand
earis from Governor Dinwiddie: “If it had not been for the un-
sonable and disagreeable difference between you and Gist, T am
ully of opinion they (the Cherokee) would according to former

omise have sent some of their warriors before now to join our
BRI

9

orces.
‘More blamable for the defeat of General Braddock and the death of
.t officer than this private dispute was the adverse attitude of
vernor Glen, in the view of CGovernor Dinwiddie, who wrote to
avernor Dobbs, of North Carolina, on July 28, 1755: “If Mr. Glen,
sreeable to promise, had prevailed over a number of Cherokee and
atawba warriors to join our forces we should not in all probability
ve been defeated, as they would have attacked the Indians in
eir bush way of fighting, which the regulars are strangers 10;
that gentleman had a meeting with those two nations
Indians at the very time they should have joined our forces. He
ad all along, I think, done everything contrary to his duty and the
cervice of the expedition.”® Dinwiddie the same day addressed a sharp
fetter to Glen, much in the same tone.”
‘Nathaniel Gist returned from Chota to Virginia in time to take
part in Braddock’s campaign, serving as lieutenant in his father’s
ompany of Washington’s regiment—the Seventeenth Company of
angers—and he was in the disastrous defeat and rout of the colonial
nid regular forces under Braddock.® Indeed, young Gist had been
ent out from the army camp as bearer of the messages to the

ng Gist in Chota, and avoide
his Indian wife resided. ©
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P S Ibid,, 72, 76.

5 Dingwiddie Papers, TV 76, 77.
% Ibid., 1234,

1 Ibid., 125, 225.
8 A brother of Nathaniel took part along with the father, Capt. Christopher

rokee, ' :
ist. Nathaniel was lieutenant at the time.
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him or recommended him to Dinwiddie for the mission,®

In the following year, 1756, Gist served in his father's company
In ranging for the protection of the frontiers of Virginia agaings the
marauding Freach Indians unleashed and made bloodthirsty 1y their
defeat of Braddock’s army,

The estimate of so just 2 man as Colonel Adarm Stephen of the
Gist-Pearis broil before the Cherokee is preserved in a letter ¢
Colonel Washington, of date Novetnber 7, 1 755: “Pearis’ pretensiong
to bring in 200 Cherokees appears to ice from g rationg]
person to be only a trick to procure forgiveness and recover fha
governor’s countenance, after so many charges have Deen lodgeq
against him by Mr. Gist, By a particular and intimate acquaintance
of Pearis’ it has been acknowledged that he was the principal cayge
of our not having the Cherokees last spring, ™10

In the sketch of Christopher Gist in Dictionary of  Americgy

Biography the statement ig made that “in 1750, he went to the

locality,” -
The journey of the son i here attributed to the father.  That
the father renmined at the north during the period of the gon's
stay among the Overhill Cherokee is clearly traceable in the Din e
s and in the Letters 4o Washington, _
kept busy in collecting supplies for pedition of Bra
No record has been found by the writer of the presen
of the elder Gist in Fast Tennessee. It is also manifest that:N
thaniel Gist was not in the decade of 1754-1764 an Indian ‘agent
among the Cherokee. That trihe was under South Carolina’s ‘tn
agement until Indian affajrg passed to direct British control-—fi
hief agent at the south In 1757 the you,

warriors " abortive campaign
Shawnese, 1756, i nce in him, Writing to W,
ington, Oct, 28,1 is said: “The Warrior proposed sending a runner to
the nation with one of ye guns, and fikewise tg acquaint them what s
vided for them; he makes no doubt of 5 great number coming in,
Capt. Pearis 1o dress the runner as wel as possible and send 2
with him, which is the Warrior's desire” Ibid, 339,

1 Dinwiddie Papers, 11, 669, 671,

was instrumental in bringii_lg‘
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athaniel Gist was delegated assistant under Atkin to take
¢ of two hundred Cherokee then in Virginia to aid that colony
the recovery of ground and prestige lost in 1755. No doubt
. designation of Gist was due to his acquaintance with these In-
s, but the service was not rendered by him in Fast Tennessee.
s said to have led those Indian auxiliaries in the successful cam-
gn of General Forbes in 1758. :
t is interesting to see the estimate placed by Colonel Woashington
‘the value of Cherokee auxiliaries from the l'ennessee country.
September, 1756, he wrote Governor Dinwiddie: “Those Indians
b are coming should be shown all possible respect and the great-
ai: are taken ‘of them. It is a critical time, they are very humos-
principal caus te, and their assistance very necessary. One false step might
' us afl that, and even turn them against us.”
And in June, 1758, when preparations were in progress for Gener-
Forbes’ expedition against Fort Duquesne, Washington wrote Gen-
1 Forbes: “Indians | conceive to be the best if not enly troops
to cope with the Indians [of the French} in such grounds....
ey are to us of the utmost importance. I suggest the idea of
nding a proper person immediately to the Cherokee nation, who
y not only heal the differences which now subsists, but get a
arly traceable in the Dingviddy ly of them to join the army in their march, and no person who
the jnterest of our impostant cause at heart would hesitate a
joment to engage in such a service, on the event of which our all,
2 manner, depends.”
Two days before, Forhes had written to the great English states-
an, Willlam Pitt, of the Cherokee, then with him and his regulars:
If they leave us we shall lose the best part of our strength as all
orthern Indians, mostly our enemies, were kept in awe hy the
esence of so many Cherokees,”™*
Summers, in his History of Southwest Virginia, gives a olimpse
Nathanie] Gist and Daniel Boone in 1760: “About the same time
aniel Boome, accompanied by several hunters, visited the Holston
nd camped the first night in  what is now known as Taylor’s valley.
f the succeeding day they hunted down the South Fork of Hol-
ton and traveled thence to what was thereafter known as Wolf
Hill (Abingdon). Boone and his companion. .. .disagreed and
eparated, Boone taking the Tndian trail to the Long Island, and
Nathaniel Gist, his companion, following the Indian trail to Cum-
berland Gap.”
‘12 June 17, 1758, Gertrude S. Kimball (ed.), Cor-res,bondence of William Pitt
New York, 1906), I, 279.
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—

Relying, in part, upon this datum, Albert V.
ough investigator and most competent historian
Sequoyah”, advances the contention that, aft
Gist went 1o the Cherokee towns on the Little

Goodpasture, 4 thor.
, in his “Paternity of
er this huntin

. Lowr
in-lav
g trip, assoc
titled,
i 960~ - jangu
b ic i . . the it
Goodpasture reinforces the argument b S that j, Arka
Gist’s petition to the legislature of Virginia asking confirmatiog of . place
his title to Long Tsland of the Holston from the Cherokee he rep- intell;
resented that he had obtained it in 1761, thus evidencing his < west
presence among the Indiang in that

vear. It is difficult to fofjony - Se
this thesis. There was flagrant and hotly waged war between the - -~ recko

Cherokee and the whites of Virginia and the Carolinas in 1760-61, < horn
leading up to and including the massacre of the garrison of Fort Tama
Loudoun on the T.ittle Tennessee, Ty all the conununications ang . ney
publicity incident to thoge fatefuy] happenings the presence of Gigt is - diffic
nowhere indicated, In point of fact, he was in active service with
i 1S, as one of its captains, and. Hwhi
hose Indians.® e regiment . Th
unrder Colonel Steph 18011 opposite the Long Tsland-
and did not proceed further, peace having been made,

If Gist obtained from the Indians a cession of Long Island it mtist ;
have been when they came in to treat for peace at Fort Robigson that

and not in thejr country helow. Henry Timberlake and T4 cthe 7
Sumter, of the command, did volunteey

el  Soutt
Stephen not being willing o command '
but nowhere from records
likely, that Gist went
prevailing,

+three

does it appea

I, and it is altogether .  Cher
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While dissenting from the proposition that Sequoyah was begot _iayvyf

or horn in 1760-61, this writer is in accord with Goodpasture it Gist,
belief that Captain Gist was the father

of that greatest of red Ten
nesseans.  The probabilities point to the period of the early -m K
as being the time of Sequoyah’s birth. - s s0n ¢
A valuable document ; i i

to the poet, John Howard Payne, whil
time, in 1835,

among the Cherokee !5

8 Chronicles o
14 Th

€ the latter was, for quiite o]

The dictation was by M e
7 Oklahoma, I, 121,
e fact is well documented, Order ! nolo
Country, at Stalnaker’s, Sept. 20, 1761, . . 49, y! t teg')
cles of the Scotch-Trish in Firginia, 11, 169 ; . ] , 4l : flea wrg
Samuel C, Williams, Robinson on the i : :
Soe., Publz'cations, No. 4 (1932), 22.32. - tradit]

6 Payne Papers, Ayreg Co!lection, Newberry Library, Chicago. :
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y, & mixed-blood cousin of Sequoyah, Mike Waters, a brother-
. and The Bark, the last named a warrior who was a close
jate of Sequoyah in his youth. This manuscript sketch is en-
Jed, “The Life of George Gist”—not Guess or Guest. In Payne’s
suage it states: “I was informed that in 1835, the year T made
inquiry, Gist’s age was about 60. He left the nation with the
ansas emigrants from it about eleven years ago.” This would
. the date of Sequoyah’s birth, approximately, in 1775. Another
iligent observer who saw Sequoyah before his removal to the
is in practical accord.'®
equoyah’s syllabary was completed in 1821, and his age then
coned to have been ‘“‘about 40”. His oldest child, Teesey, was
in 1789. Sequoyah died in the town of Sap Fernando,
mautipas, Mexico, in August, 1843, after a long and trying jour-
westward in quest of a lost band of his countrymen. It is
ficult to conceive of such a task being undertaken by a man eighty-
ee years of age, who had from childhood been a cripple from
te swelling” of the knee joint.
That Nathaniel Gist was the father of Sequoyah is consonant
h all of many probabilities; that a wandering German peddler
m Ceorgia was such, in 1770, as is claimed and stated by Hoster
his Sequoyah, is unbelievable. Tt may be that, to shield Gist,
t story was advanced, even by his mother and her family. Guess,
peddler, has not been traced in the archives of Georgia or
uth Carolina. It would be a remarkable coincidence had there
n two men by the name of Gist or Guest among the Overhill
erokees in the same half decade, when very few white men were
be found there. '
John Mason Brown, of the Louisville bar, one of the greatest
svers of Kentucky in his day, was a descendant of Nathaniel
t, and in a letter preserved in the Bureau of Fthnology, at
ashington, he stated that Sequoyah had visited the Gist family
Kentucky and was recognized by the descendants as a natural
v of Gist.™ Mrs. Mary Cary {Gratz) Morton, a granddaughter
the Gist still living, states that the family tradition is that

1at Sequoyah was begotten
:d with Goodpasture it
th‘at greatest of red e
pertod of the early 1770

cetch of Sequoyah dictated
he ]‘atter was, for quite:
e dictation was by Majo

18 Rmmet Starr, the Cherokee historian, says that Sequoyah died at the
-of seventy-five. History of the Cherekees (Oklahoma City, 1921}, 45 A
vhood friend of Seguoyah, Charles Hicks, one-time chief of the nation, was
orn 1767—not 1760.

17 James Mooney, in his “Myths of the Cherokee”, in Bureau of Am, Fth-
ogy, Nineteenth Annual Report, 109-11, points out_as a weakness in this
fatement of Prown the fact that he called Sequoyah a Baptist preacher, whereas
‘was not even a Christian. There were Baptist ministers among the Cherokee
d it may be that one of these accompanied the delegation, and that the fam’ly
radition became confused on this non-essential point.

march towards the Ch

s erole
?Er., 3Z7, 49.; Challley, Chroni
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olston”, in Fast Tenn, Hist
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Sequoyah once visited Lexington looking up his Gist relativeg s
This visit may have been in 1828, as Sequoyah was g0INg to or 1,
turning from Washington as one of the Cherokee delegatio fo.
treat with the authorities in the capital city.

The mother of Sequoyah, Wut-teh of the Paint clan, was a mep,.
ber of one of the leading Cherokee families, and not, therefnre, like.
Iy to consort with a strolling peddler. The “Life” in the Payne
manuscripts states: '

“The family of Gist, on the Indian side {the mother’s), was o
high rank in the nation. The fambus John Watts was one of .
them.*  Two of his uncles were men of great distinction; one of
the two was named Tahlonteeske (the overthrower)® and the other -
Kahn-yah-tah-hee (the first to kill). Kahn-yah-tah-hee was the
principal chief of old FEchota (Chota as known to the English)

[

the ancient town of refuge over which he presided. He was called
the Beloved Chief of All the People. It was his exclusive duty and
delight to be a peace-preserver,®

_

18 Letters of Judge S. M. Wilson of Lexington, Ky, the Kentucky historian,
to the writer respecting an interview with Mrs. Morton.

19 Hjs father, John Watts, Sr.,, is said to have heen of the garrison at For
Loudouan, but this statement is believed to be erroneous. The father was among
the Overhill Cherokee before that fort was constructed, and, no doubt, as 3
trader. He was skilled enough in the use of the Cherokee language to act as
an interpreter in the making of the treaty of Augusta; Ga, in 1763, N. C. Col,
Ree, X1, 179: Calendar of the Tennessee and King’s Moumtain Papers of ths :
Draper Collection of Menuscripts (Madison, Wis.), 81.

20 The name appears variantly in the records: Talohtuski, in the Treaty of
the Holston, 1791; Taluntiski, in Mooney, op. cif., 533; Tollunteeskee in ibid.,
85, 136. In the Cherokee treaty of 1805, he received secretly a grant of two
tracts of land, a square mile each, probably including the site of the present -
town of Rockwood, Tenn, where he rpesided until his removal to Arkansas
at the head of a large band of his cotntrymen, inclading seventy warriors, in K
1809, He became principal chief of the Western Cherokee, and at his death he
was succeeded by his brother John Jolly (Ahuluaegi) the adopted father of
the celebrated Sam Frouston. Jolly tived on Jolly's Island in Tennessee River
at the mouth of the Hiwassee, Young Houston lived therc as a member of -
his family for about three years, In 1818 TJolly moved to Arkansas. Fouston -
on his self-exile from Tennessee visited his “Indian Tather” in the West,
Jolly wrote to President Jacksen, Dec. 23, 1829: “My son, the Raven [Houstor],
came to me last spring, |, . . My heart embraced him when he arrived at:my °
wigwam. He rested with me ag my own son”. The first captital of the Chiero-
kee in Indian Territory bore the name of “Talonteeskee” in honor of: the
uncle of Sequoyah, S

“ Commonly called by the English and white settlers “The Tassel” - The
name appears as Kay-eta-eh in the treaty of 1777 at the Long Island of_ Fhﬂ
Holston, He seems to have succeeded The Standing Turkey in the position
of ruling chief, Oconostota being the Head Warrior, The Tassel was P“tﬁfo"'
ward by the latter to be the principal speaker for the Cherokes at that treaty
of 1777. He visited Philadelphia in 1787 to make a charge of trespass by.the
whites on the lands of hig people, and there met and made a favorable
pression on Benjamin Franklin, For a farther account of this chief;
Samuel C. Williams, HWilliam Tatham, Wataugan (Nashville,
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oking up his Gist relative
Sequoyah was going to or
f the Cherckee dele
al city.

yring some public assembly there was an onset of the whites—
ithstanding it was a time of profound peace—and all the In-
ans fled excepting Kahn-yah-tah-hee and another chief of whom
re was some distrust in the nation® They were both in the
re where the ceremonial had been gone through, Kahn-yah-tah-
arose from his seat, and with a white flag waving, met the
cauders as they broke into the square. Both chiefs were mur-
ed brutally on the spot.””

A pumber of white men among the Overhill Cherckee as traders
. at Sycamore Shoals of Watauga in March, 1775, when Rich-
Henderson and associates purchased of the Cherokee large por-
of Kentucky and Tennessee. Nathaniel (Gist was present.
t'rom the Cherokee country Gist in 1775 made a visit to West
ida, returning from the Mobile region when the Revolution in
south was passing into the active stage. He journeyed north-
£d in company with Henry Stuart, deputy agent under the Brit-
‘the better known Colonel John Stuart being his brother and
uperintendent of Indian affairs for the Southern Indian tribes.
‘veaching the Tennessee river the party took water carriage to-
ds the site of Chattanooga., Dragging Canoe had been south to
nfer with the Stuarts and, having returned, was now patiently
aiting the arrival of Henry Stuart at the Tennessee. Stuart wrote
brother John that the party “met at the Tenassy some white peo-
who had come down the river in order to settle on the Missis-
hi’—evidently in the Natchez district. He wrote of Captain Gist
he was “well acquainted with the new settlements” on the
Vatauga and Nolachucky rivers and had informed young Stuart
hat “the settlers were very numerous’.

n reaching the Cherokee towns the part played by Captain Gist
as, to say the least, equivocal and it Jed to deep resentment on the
irt of the Wataugans when they learned of it.* He was, indeed,
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Ywood, Hist. of Tenn. (Nashville, 1891}, 181; Williams, The Lost State of
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in close quarters. As a trader he must have had money Owing {5
him from the Indians and he must have feli that his claim to the
fertile Long Island should be conserved, if at all practicable, Gist
knew of the plan of the younger warriors under the influence of
Dragging Canoe to attack the white settlers on the Holston, y,.
tauga and Nolachucky. :

There was a- group of tories in the Brown settlement o the
Nolachucky. Captain Gist, as Henry Stuart narrates, “offered ty
umdertake to give them notice if he could get four white men that.
knew the woods and some Indians” to accompany him. One of
these white traders was Jarret Williams, “The very night hefore.
they were to set out the four that were chosen to go ran away; they
were all Virginians, which was likely to prove fatal to the white:
people who remained. All the white people in the nation thought
that the only security they could now have for their safety was fy.
go with the Indians.”

Jarret Williams, a Wataugan from Virginia, when he reache
the Watauga settlement, gave information “that Alexander Camero
informed that he had concluded to send Captain Nathaniel Gurest,
Williams Faulin, Isaac Williams and himself with the Indiang #il:

they came to the Nolachucky ; that they were to stop and Guest -

and the other white men, above mentioned, were to go to see if ther
were any king’s men among the inhahitants and, if they found any,

they were to take them off to the Indians or have a white signal
in their hands or otherwise to distinguish them. When this was’,
done they were to fall on the inhabitants and kill or drive away all;

they possibly could”

Henry Stuart had endeavored to perstade or compel the settlers
in what is now upper East Tennessee to move off of their lands to
West Florida, promising that the Cherokee would permit their safe
passage down the rivers. Tn one of his written messages to the set-
tlers he thus referred to Captain Gist: “Captain Guest has heen all
over West Florida and from what we know of that country we ven
ture to recommend it io you as a very fit country for your D 1
people.”’?¢ e

Dr. P. M. Hamer states that Gist was at the time in the pay of
Cameron, assistant British agent to the Cherokee, and that “for the-
purpose of protecting loyalists and women and children he aécom

5 Deposition: of Jarret Williams, in James G, M. Ramsey, Aunals of  Ten
s¢¢ (Philadelphia, 1853), 149, * .

20 Philip M. Hamer {ed.), “Correspondence of Henry Stuart and Alexander
Cameron with the Wataugans,” in Miss, Valley Hist. Rew., XVIT (1930);:4!
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st have had money owing i
ave felt that his claim to
'e(?, if at all practicable. Gis
rriors under the influence
settlers on the Holston, Wi

ied the Indians in their attack upon the Wataugans™.”"  Gist,
¢ast, did not leave the Indians for his home in Virginia. But
Jater claim or explanation was, 10 doubt, that the projected
to leave the redmen and go to the tories on the Nolachucky
n order to get away to Virginia, and that the plary failed when
vhite traders escaped from the Tndian towns, and that his only
ty was to go forward with the warriors. As we shall see, his
ination was satisfactory to such a patriot as Major Evan Shelby
he was supported by a white ¢rader to the Cherokee, Isaac
as. 'Too, as we shall later see, in the following year Gist
chosen to go ran : io to the Cherolee reminding them that he had on this occas.ion,

away; th 76, warned them, before they went to war against the whites,

1:; %)ro.ve fatal to the whi st the step.

ia‘i ef;? tt}]f;rng;(;?v thoug hen, after the attacks on the upper country settlers at Island
yowas at Watauga, and in Carter’s Valley, 0 the latter part of the

Colonel William Christian began his retaliatory cam-

s instructions f#rom Governor Pat-

“giving up to justice all

ng on the

he Brown settlement on ¢
Stuart narrates, “offered:
uld get four white men th
to accompany him. One-
ms. “The very night befq

¢ year,
gn against the Cherokee, hi
Henry were to insist upon the Indians
sons amongst them who had been concerned in bringi
ent war, particularly Stewart, Cameron and Gist”.
When Christian, on the march towards the Cherokee towns, reach-
the French Broad river, Gist came in from the Indian side under
flag of truce to the camp of the colonel. He reported that one
ssand of the Cherokee from the Carolina side of the mountains
joined the Overhills, who would not give battle until the
ps crossed the Little TPennessee. Christian wrote to Governor
ity (October 15, 1770} “ judge the flag was only an excuse
him to get with me, I believe he is sorry for what he has
T did intend to put him in iroms, but the manner of his
ing T helieve will prevent me. The officers tell me that the
ip is in great confusion about him; some, think that there are
1y favorable cireumstances attending him; many are for killing
—of the last the greatest part. 1 spoke but little to him and
't know whether he wants to go back or not.”

‘wo of the soldiers wnder Colonel Christian left accounts of this
dent. Benjamin Sharp stated that the bordermen “were so €X-
rated at him that almost every one that mentioned his name
ould threaten his life, yet Christian conveyed him through the
tlements unmolested, and he went to the headquarters of Wash-
gton, where I presume the former friendship was renewed. He

e ———

*7 Ihid., 18. See also Philip M. Hamer, “The Wataugans and the Cherokee
ans in 17767, in East Tenn. Hist, Soc., Prblications, No. 3 (1931}, 126,
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off and he becamne very p
Gist went to Virginia and promptly laid a memoria] before:
governor and the council of state, The order entered by the ey
cil December 17, 1776, was as follows: E
“Captain Nathanie] Cist having presented 2 mentorial to the gq
ernor lamenting the suspicions which he fell under with severay
his countrymen, as having :
by aiding and abetting the
and desiring his excellency ar
the same, as 2

§ country and was acting' in that character
he was suspected of encouraging the Indian hq

It no doubt gratified General Washington to have the rec
of an old friend thus cleared; and on Janvary 171, 1777, Gist
appointed colonel of g regiment in the continental 1i
made colonel was sent
bringing the Cherokee
Henry, Long Teland. Ar
by an Indian messenger,
be found in the maniisc

A number of the frie ce
Colonel Christian, came to the island ‘to treat in
ging Canoe sullenly held back.?® (3
some of the chiefs w

sent a secand message to.

—_—
28 H. R. McIlwaine (ed.), Offirial Letters of the Governors of th
Virginig (Richmond, 1926-), 1, 78, 184, 186, :
* Between the date of the attempted treaty in April, 1777, and tha
resumption of negotiations in June, Oconostota and a party of Chefok
i i1l Christian g Williamsburg 10 visit Gov. Henry:
i Christian well pleased
infa. This, no doubt, - ai




ciety's Publications Nathawiel Gist, Father of Sequoyah 51

Canoe urging him to come in, but without success. The treaty
aded, Gist sitting in council “on business from General Wash-
' He was influential in bringing the results desired by Vir-
and North Carolina. Colonel Christian as one of Virginia’s
missioners in an address to the Indians said:

t otir last meeting in April at this place, a letter from our great
jor, General Washington, was delivered to his brother, Ocono-
by one of his war captains and our friend, Colonel Gist. By
fetter you were invited to send some of your young men to
general’s camp. You know the pains and trouble he (Gist) has
“at and how careful he has been to you in bringing about a
y peace; and he has long been a friend to your nation.”

‘he Tassel (Kahn-yah-tah-hee), uncle of the Indian comsort of
. replied:

Jere is my friend and brother (pointing to Colonel Gist) whom
k upon as one of my own people. He is going to leave me
travel into a far country, but I hope he'll return, Here is one
y people, the Pidgeon, that will accompany him, but I do not
sw of many more that will. He was once over the great water®®
e he could not see which way he was going; but this journey
be all by tand and he will think nothing of the fatigue.”

t the end of the treaty negotiated at Fort Patrick Henry in
iy, above the signatures, appears this “memorandum before sign-

stated that “when Gist
4 very suspicious ligh
udice against him soon s,

laid a memorial befof .
> order entered by the

nted a memorial to the
< fell under with sevefa;f
mical part against Ame
n their late hostile cond
cil would make inquiry'”
to his acquittal or con
sidered the several dep
the governor and which |
and  moreover exani
Iby and Isaac Thomas, up
f opi‘nion that Captain .
ng in that character
ouraging the Indian K

ngton to have the recq
Anuary 11, 1777, Gist
ntinental line. The e
ton to use his influence

The Tassel yesterday objected against giving up the Great (Long)
nd opposite to Fort Henry to any person or country whatever
pt Colonel Gist, for whom and themselves it was reserved by
Cherokees. The Raven did the same this day in behalf of the
dians and desired that Colonel Gist sit down upon it when he
leased, as it belongs to him, and them, to hold good talks on.”
Colonel Gist aided while on the treaty ground in celebrating the
t July 4 anniversary ever held in Tennessee. An entry on the
rnal shows:

July 4 the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence was
hserved. 'T'he soldiers belonging to the garrison were paraded and
red two rounds, each in six platoons, and for the 13th one general
lley. The great guns were also fired. . . T'he young warriors
en closed the entertainment with a dance.” :

‘Colonel Gist took with him to Virginia seventeen Cheroke war-
ors who were embodied in his command, the regiment being as-

ordance with a promi
treat in April, but D
hen went to Chota .
returned with them
h adjournment had
test of the commission
second message to Dra

the Governorg of the Stai‘

April, 1777, and that of
1 a2 party of Cheroke
g to visit Gov. Henry. T
istian well pleased with
1. This, no doubt, aided

89 With Henry Timberlake in 1761, Samuel C. Williams, Memoirs of Lieut.
enry Timberlake (Johnson City, 1927), passint,
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signed to its first duty on the east shore of that state.  Gigt,
1778, was an advocate of a fuller use of Indians in the Ame

ylva:j
he campaigned in South Carolina. When Charleston was captuy

by the British, he was made a prisoner of war. He was reg;
January 1, 1781

In 1793 he removed from Virginia to Kentucky, where for sé
ices rendered as a solider he had received a grant of seven thousgs,
acres of the finest blue grass land. :

A valuable sidelight is thrown upon the problem dealt with
this paper by the narration of General James Taylor, of Kentuel
found in the Draper collection :

“When T was moving out to Kentucky in the spring of ‘g3
left my company some distance before we reached Redstone {ng
Brownsville). T understood Colonel Cist had arrived with a lar
number of slaves and was encamped about a half mile above
creek from which the old fort had talken its name. 1 called
Colonel Gist at his encampment. I found him sitting under
markee which, no doubt, had protected him and his brother offj
from the storms of many a cold and dreary night. He was 2 ve
erable looking man, T should think near 6o years of age; stoy
framed and about six feet high and of a dark complexion.
was the first time I had seen him, but, ;
to him, he informed mie he was well acquainted with my father an
had served, I think, in the Virginia legislature or in the state ¢
vention together, and perhaps in hoth,

“While I was with him a good looking youth, who appeare
me about 16 or 17 years of age, came to the markee and was i
vited in. He was dressed in home-spun clothes, quite neat #
was a fine, tall, well-looking youth. He appeared to wish to S
something to the colonel, At length he inquired if he had any bt
ness with him or wanted to say anything to him: and the colong]
inquired his name, ‘My name is Gist, sir’, said the young lad. ‘Ay
said the colonel, ‘and who is your father’? ‘“Why, sir’, says he,;
am told you are my father’. ‘Al, indeed’, says the colonel, ‘and w
is your mother? Betsy—OQh, very likely it may be so then ;I w
well acquainted with a girl of that name some years ago wheh:
commanded Redstone fort’. The young man appeared somewh
embarrassed and the colonel appeared somewhat stumped, and I co

South Car
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The Tennessee Cists were ifrom the neighborhood of the Mogs
vian town of Salem, North Carolina, and evidently descendantg
William Gist, brother of Christopher Gist, who for a time lived
the nearby Yadkin River. Benjamin Gist was one of the fiys jus
tices of Washington county, 1777, and it was, perhaps, thi‘oug.-
visits to him that Nathaniel Gist became acquainted with the W,
tauga settlers. Joshua Gist, son of Benjamin, was a member of t
constitutional convention of the State of Franklin and one of th
two assistant judges of that lost state. Benjamin, and almogt o
tainly Joshua, was under Sevier in the Battle of King's Mounta;
These Gists were early settlers of Sevier county.® '

Where, it may well be asked, are there descendants of the mythica]
Guess of Georgia? If there was such a person, where cap the;
be found in his line, any, not to say such, evidences of transmitte
force and ability? :

_— ;
51 There was a William Gist in the Tennessee country who petitioned -
1788 for the recognition of the state of Eranklin, He was probably a son
Captain  Benjamin Gist and named for his grandfather, The elder William:
removed from the Dan River region of North Carolina in the early part:
1766, Adelaide 1.. Frieg (ed.), Records of the Moravians in North Caralin
(Raleigh, 1922-), 1, - Born in 1711, 'he married Violetta Howard, siste
of Sarah Howard who became the wife of Christopher Gist; so that, Ber
jamin Gist and our subject were double cousins, The names of four Gists
pear in the tax list of Greene county for the year 1783 :




