Source Set 3 Cultural Misunderstanding

Essential Question:

What do these sources reveal about the
relationship between the British and
Cherokee in the 1700’s?

1.  Determine if your sources are primary or secondary.

2.  Read the Timberlake excerpt. What is his overall opinion of
the Cherokee? Cite one example from the text to support your
answer.

3. Look at the Timberlake map. Identify any locations
mentioned in the excerpt on the map. What is the purpose of
Timberlake’s map? (Look at the key)

4. Read the Bertram excerpt. How is his description of the
Cherokee similar or different to Timberlake. Cite one example
from the text to support your answer.

5. Be prepared to share your answer to the essential question.



Excerpts from

The Memoirs of Lieut. Henry Timberlake

ExcerpT 1 1761-1762

Within four or five miles of the nation, the Slave Catcher
[an old Cherokee with whose party of ten or twelve Indians
Timberlake traveled for two days] sent his wife forward by
land, partly to prepare a dinner, and partly to let me have
her place in his canoe, seeing me in pain, and unaccustomed
to such hard labour, which seat I kept till about two o’clock,
when we arrived at his house, opposite the mouth of Tellequo
river, compleating a twenty-two days course of continual fa-
tigues, hardships, and anxieties.

Our entertainment from these people was as good as the
country could afford, consisting of roast, boiled, and fried
meats of several kinds, and very good Indian bread, baked in
a very curious manner. After making a fire on the hearth-
stone, about the size of a large dish, they sweep the embers
off, laying a loaf smooth on it; this they cover with a sort of
deep dish, and renew the fire upon the whole, under which
the bread bakes to as great perfection as in any European oven.

We crossed the river next morning, with some Indians
that had been visiting in that neighbourhood, and went to
Tommotly, taking Fort Loudon in the way, to examine the
ruins.

We were received at Tommotly in a very kind manner by
Ostenaco, the commander in chief, who told me, he had al-

ready given me up for lost, as the gang I parted with at the
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Gieat Island had returned about ten days before, and that my
servant was then actually preparing for his return, with news
ol my death,

Alter smoaking and talking some time, I delivered a let-
ter from Colonel Stephen, and another from Captain M’Neil,
with some presents from each, which were gratefully accepted
by Ostenaco and his consort. He gave me a general invitation
to his house, while I resided in the country; and my compan-
ions found no difficulty in getting the same entertainment,
among an hospitable, tho’ savage people, who always pay a
great regard to any one taken notice of by their chiefs.

Some days after, the headmen of cach town were as-
sembled in the town-house of Chote, the metropolis of the
country, to hear the articles of peace read, whither the inter-
preter and [ accompanied Ostenaco.

The town-house, in which are transacted all public busi-
ness and diversions, is raised with wood, and covered over
with carth, and has all the appearance of a small mountain at
a little distance. It is built in the form of a sugar loaf, and
large enough to contain 500 persons, but extremely dark,
having, besides the door, which is so narrow that but one at a
time can pass, and that after much winding and turning, but
one small aperture to let the smoak out, which is so ill con-
trived, that most of it settles in the roof of the house. Within
it has the appearance of an ancient amphitheatre, the scats
being raised one above another, leaving an area in the middle,
in the center of which stands the fire; the seats of the head
warriors are nearest it.

They all seemed highly satisfied with the articles. The
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A Draught of the
CHEROEKEE COTUNTRY,
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Timberlake, Henry. A draught of the Cherokee Country: on the west side of the Twenty Four Mountains, commonly

called Over the Hills. 1762. Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville. TSLA. Web. June 23, 2016. <

http://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p15138coll23/id/352/rec/3>
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alter one another, with rackets or hurls in onc hand. These
champions likewise were well dressed, painted, and orna-
mented with silver bracelets, gorgets [large shell, stone, or
metal ornaments worn around the neck] and wampum, neatly
ornamented with moccasins and high waving plumes in their
diadems: they immediately formed themselves in a semicir-
cular rank also, in front of the girls, when these changed their
order, and formed a single rank parallel to the men, raising
their voices in responses to the tunes of the young champi-
ons, the semicircles continually moving round. There was
something singular and diverting in their step and motions,
and I imagine not to be learned to exactness but with great
attention and perseverance. The step, if it can be so termed,
was performed after the following manner; first, the motion
began at one end of the semicircle, gently rising up and down
upon their toes and heels alternately, when the first was up
on tip-toe, the next began to raise the heel, and by the time
the first rested again on the heel, the second was on tip-toe,
thus from one end of the rank to the other, so that some
were always up and some down, alternately and regularly,
without the least baulk or confusion; and they at the same
time, and in the same motion, moved on obliquely or side-
ways, so that the circle performed a double or complex mo-
tion in its progression, and at stated times exhibited a grand
or universal movement, instantly and unexpectedly to the
spectators, by each rank turning to right and left, taking each
others places: the movements were managed with inconceiv-
able alertness and address, and accompanied with an instan-

taneous and universal elevation of the voice, and shrill whoop.
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