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VIRGINIA RAILROAD*
By James W. Horrawp

otatoes, th ’ . _
8, the best part unde. The year after the beginning of operation of the South Caro-

a Railroad, the first of any considerable length in the United
tes, found certain progressive citizens of upper HKast Ten-
ee advocating the construction of a railroad through their
puntain-bound counties. The impetus for this early railroad
ovement seems to have come from Virginia where enterprising
ens of that state were advocating the building of a railroad
m Lynchburg to the Tennessee line, During the snmmer of
31 public meelings at Rogersville, Jonesboro, Blountville,
noxville, and Athens endorsed the idea of a railroad from
oxville to the Virginia line. By some far-sighted persons,
h as Solomon D. Jacobs, such a road was envisioned as a link
a line of railroads that would extend from the Fast to the
ssissippi River. Citizens of Rogersville were particnlarly
tive and as a result of a decision of a meeting in June there
s issned from the press in that town on July 4, 1831, the first
1e of a bi-weekly newspaper, the Railroad Advocate.

a public meeting at Abingdon, Virginia, Aungust 25-29,
81, delegates from several counties in southwest Virginia
d. upper Rast Tennessee memorialized the legislatures of
ginia and Tennessee to grant charters for railroads within
ir respective limits that would form a connection between
ichburg and Knoxville.? In December Tennessee’s legisla-
‘chartered a road to run from Knoxville to the Virginia

being intangible, it ig difficulf
d by Brownlow through 7Tpe
ng about 10,000 copies of ¢

published a tri-weckly which
> Weekly. Brownlow’s readers
nited States, with a majority
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This paer was read at a meeting of the Fast Tennessee Iistorical SBoeciety at
ville. It is based upon Mr, Holland’s Masters thesis, ‘‘ A History of Railroad
Tprise in East Tennessee, 1836-1860"7 (Univ, of Tenn., 1930) [Bd.}
Railroad Advocate, July 4, July 19, Aug. 2, Aug. 20, 1831, Mx. 8. J. Folmsbes,
Department of History of the University of Tenmessee, is maling a study of
id to internal improvements in Tennessee and informs me that a file of thig
T'is in the library of the Burean of Railway Feonomics, ‘Washington, . . He
kindly permitted me to use his notes from this paper. See also Knoaville Regis-
July 13, July 23, Aug. 3, 1831,
nowville Begister, Sept. 7, Sept. 14, Oct. 18, 1831,
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line, but made no provision for giving to it financial aid as S0rne
of its advocates had desired. Virginia’s legislature chartereg
the Lynchburg and New River Railroad; the company was or-
ganized and some stock subscribed; but when the legislatyr,
refnsed to subseribe to two-fifths of the stock the stockholders, :
on May 25, 1832, decided to abandon the enterprise. On June
14 the Bwilroad ddvocate of Rogersville made its last appear.
ance.?

A road from Knoxville to the Virginia line would be of lifile
value to Tennessceans unless it should connect with a road that
would give access to Eastern markets. The idea of such a roaqd
was dropped and attention was given to the possibility of the
securing of an outlet in another direction. Tnstead of with the
Hast, a connection was to be made with the South Atlantic sea-
board by an extension of the Charleston and Hamburg Rail-
road.* From this idea developed the daringly brilliant Louis-
ville, Cincinnati and Charleston projeet which held sway in the
minds of the western railroads enthusiasts until the dissolution
of the company in 1840.°

Meanwhile, MeMinn County had been actively engaged in rail-
road planning and construction. A charter had been obtained
for a railroad, called the Hiwassee, to be built from Knoxville to
the Greorgia line, there connecting with a Georgia-built railroad
to Atlanta, and from there fo the Atlantic. The company had -
been organized and considerable work done when the panic of
1837 temporarily suspended operations.®

New Years Day, 1847, saw the reorganization of the Hiwassee
Company, and fresh resolutions on the part of its officers to
constraet the railroad.” Roads from Nashville to Chattanooga -
and from Memphis to Chattancoga were also being planned.
Virginians, too, were eontemplating again the construction of a
railroad to the Tennessee line at Bristol. Thus there would be -
wanting only a line of railroad from Knoxville to Bristol in a
geries of roads from the Southwest to the East.

SKnoxvitls Begister, Oct. 19, Dee. 7, 1831, May 16, 1832; Railroad Advocate, Jun.
12, Apr. 19, June 14, 1832; Privafe dots of Tennessee, 1831, p. 157,

1l nozwille Register, Aug, 1, 1832,

80, B. Phillips, History of Transportation in the Eastern Cotion Belt {New York,
1808), and T. J. Jervey, Robert ¥. Hayne and His Times (New York, 1809).

8J. W. Holland, ‘‘The Eagt 'ennessee and Georgia Railroad,’’ East Tennessee
Historical Sociely, Publications, No. 3 (1931), 89-107.

7' Memorial of the Hiwassee Railroad Company,”’ Senate Jowrnal Appendiz,
1847-48, p. 107. All references to journals and acts are to those of Tennessee.
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1t was to the building of such a railroad that the upper East
ninesseeans now seriously applied themselves. Rogersville,
inessee, was the seene of the first convention in the interest
the project. At this meeting, held in May, 1847, a resolution
ras passed inviting all of the counties of Hast Tennessee to send
gates to a convention to be held at Greeneville on July 5 of
game year. Iollowing a precedent set by the promoters of
Lounisville, Cincinnati and Charleston, the president of the
nvention appointed a committee of correspondence whose duty
was to write letters of invitation to citizens of the various
1ties.”
Another preliminary convention was held, June 12, at Jones-
oro. At this time there was appointed a committee to collect
rle . ~ gommercial statistics and to report the findings to another con-
“ion and Hamburg Rail ition to be held at the same place about two weeks later. At
second Jonesboro convention delegates were appointed to
usia ; . — _ aitend the convention at Greeneville, and a resolution was
usiasts until the dlssoluhon ” lopted to the effect that ‘“‘this meeting adopt the plan of a
ilroad as of all others best suited to our section of the state.””?

['he convention which met at Greeneville comprised delegates
om ten counties in Hast Tennessee and three coumnties in
rginia.’® In this convention, two faetions fought for supre-
acy. One of these, the conservative, advocated river improve-
nts, especially of the Holston and French Broad; the other,
‘progressive element, held that nothing short of a railroad
uld meet the transportation needs of upper Fast Tennessee
id western Virginia. Three days of discussion followed, but
decision was reached. Then a compromise resolution was
dopted. This contained a recommendation to the legislature
of an appropriation of $250,000 to be expended in the improve-
ent of the Holston River from Knoxville to Kingsport, and of
e French Broad to the mouth of the Nolichucky. Also, the
solutions asked that Tennessee and Virginia should give
“cordial and favorable consideration’’ to the building of a rail-
oad from Knoxville to Charlotteville, Virginia, or that Tennes-
alone should build a MeAdam road ‘‘graded suitably for a
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i 8First dnnual Report of the President and Directors to the Stockholders of the
Hast Tennessee and Virginta Rail Boad Company (Jonesboro, 1850), 4. Hereafter
teferred to as Report, 1850.

8Ibid,, 3. R S
16Knemville Register, May 27, 1858. ’
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railroad’’ from Knoxville ““to the Virginia road now in Progress,
to run through East Tennessee between the Holston and Noli-
chucky Rivers—thus to unite Georgia, Alabama, South -O'a,rolina,
and Tennegsee with Virginia and the North.””*! The secretary
of the convention furnighed a copy of these resolutions to thy
Tennessee legislature, and they were introduced into the Senate

by Major Britain, representing the counties of Greene and |

Hawking.*2

The Bast Tennessee and Virginia Railroad Company was in.

corporated by the General Assembly on J anuary 27, 1848, Ip
the charter, the purpose of the organization of the company was
stated 1o be the establishment of a line of railroad communics. :
tion between Knoxville and the state of Virginia, through Fast -
Tennessee, east of Bay’s Mountain, between the Holston and
Nolichucky rivers.'s

The capital stock of the company was sef at 60,000 shares af
twenty-five dellars per share, and the books of the company
were to be opened for subscription on the first Monday in April,
1848. Fifty cents was to be paid on each share at the time of
subscription. On the first Monday in May, the board of com-
missioners was to meet in Jonesboro to ascertain the total mim-
ber of shares subseribed. If five hundred, or more, had heen
subscribed the company would be considered formed, under the
control of the board of commissioners. This board was then
empowered to survey the route, and to make estimates of cost,
but could not establish a permanent location until after the
election of the first board of directors.lt :

Before the company might be fully organized and a board of
directors elected 25,000 shares of stock must have been sub-
seribed. Tf this amount were not obtained on or before January
1, 1850, the charter would be annulled. The company was ex-
pressly forbidden fo carry on any banking operations. The
charter gave to the company the right to own as many slaves
as might be necessary for the building of the road and the keep-
ing of it in repair. No provision was made for any state subsidy
for the road.®s

11Report, 1850, pp. 4.5,
128enate Jowrnal, 1847-48, p. 64.
i3Adets, 1847-48, p. 195,

141bid,, 195-8.

167bid., 198-205.
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he first board of commigsioners failed to open the books of

_company for subscription, and the books were not opened

he second board until after the passage of an aet, in Feb-

vy, 1849, by the Virginia legislature, binding that state to

ubscription of three-fifths of the stock required in the con-

ction of the Virginia and Tennessec Railroad—the railroad

hich the Hast Tennessee and Virginia was to meet at the

onnessee-Virginia line.'®

his act seems to have aroused the people of upper Bast

Tennessee from their lethargy, and to have led them to attempt

‘galvation of the charter of their railroad. Legal authorities

consulted regarding the advisability of a tardy opening of

¢ books for subscription. They were of the opinion that such
action would not render the charter invalid. Aeccordingly,
gecond board of commissioners was organized on January 3,
49 (some eight months late under the charter) at the court
hotise in Joneshoro. From eight to ten thousand dollars were
eribed on that day. Subseriptions were taken also in
reene, Carter, Jefferson, and Knox counties. It was extremely
oubtful, however, whether the amount required by the charter
otild be obtained within the time Hmit prescribed. Therefore
commmissioners waived the initial payment of fifty cents per
AT¢ .17

n August of 1849, a Knoxville newspaper printed an announce-
ont that a convention of citizens interested in the Kast Tennes-
see and Virginia Railroad, or in the improvement of the Holston
and French Broad rivers, wonld meet at Greeneville on Septem-
er 10.2%  The Greeneville convention formally accepted the
harter, subseribed $5,000, and in an maduly optimistic moment
oted to ask the state legislature to subseribe $1,500,000 to the
ilroad and to appropriate $250,000 for the improvement of
ha French Broad and Holston. T. A. R. Nelson, J. W. Dead-
ick, and 8. B. Cunningham were appointed a publicity com-
mittee whose duty it was to advertise the project throughout the
state. Hach delegate pledged himself to ‘‘nse all honorable and
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16Report, 1850, p. 5.
171bid., 5-6.

18Brownlow’s Knozville Whig, Aug. 11, 1849. The announcement was signed by
amnel B. Cunningham, §. J. W. Lincky, John Blair, L. C. Hoss, A. E. Jackson, N,
Gammon, and T. A, R. Nelson,
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fair meang’’ to secure subscriptions sufficient to save the char..
ter.t®

After diligent efforts to gain the necessary amount of sub.
seriptions, however, there were less than $200,000 subscribed by
the first of November. Furthermore, indications were not lack-
ing in the General Assembly that if the required amount of stock
were not subseribed by January 1, 1850, there would be no
extension of time.2° TUnder these very trying circumstances,
gsomeone recalled the feat of the six McMinn County railroad
promoters who had saved the charter of the Hiwassee railroad
by a subscription (not bone fide) of some $280,000.** Adopting
the same plan, thirty men banded themselves together ag the
“Washington County Railroad Company,’’ on October 26, 1849,
and, after a compact had been signed by all of the members, one
of them was appointed to subscribe for the remainder of the
stock to any amount not exceeding $500,000.22 A. K. Jackson
was elected to the presidency of this joint stock company. The
name of the company was afterward changed to the ‘‘Hast
Tennessee Rail Road Company,”’ but it was popularly known
ag the ““Iast Tennessee Stock Company.’’28

The General Assembly, on November 6, 1849, surprised the
Hast Tennessee and Virginia promoters by granting an extension
of time to be allowed for the subscription of $625,000 in stock
from January 1, 1850 to Janunary 1, 1852.2* By the time of the
passage of this act, however, the joint stock company had been
organized and had subscribed for the required amount of stock.
The stockholders met at Greeneville on November 21, 1849 and
elected fifteen directors who in turn elected Dr. Samuel Blair
Cunningham to the presidency of the company.*® With this

19Greeneville Spy, in ibid., Sept. 20, 1840,

20Report, 1850, p. 6.

21J. B. Killebrew and J. M. Safiovd, Introduction fo the Resources of Tennessee
(Nashville, 1874), 311, Bee Holland, op. c¢if., 91-2,

22Repori, 1850, p. 8.

23K nozville Register, May 27, 1858,

24 Aots, 1849-50, p. 19.

25The directors were: A. E. Jackson, Dr, Samuel Blair Cunningham, J, T.
Broyles, J. &, Rhea, J. B. Hamilton, J. J. James, James A. Scruggs, William P.
Reeves, J. C. Mitchell, Jacob Klepper, G. W, Telford, William K. Blair, William G.
Gammon, Samuel Rhea, and John Liyle. Knoaville Regisier, May 27, 18568. Dr. Cun+
ningham, in addition to being a most energetic railroad builder, was a physieian of
the first order. It is said that his medical reputation exiended to the European
clinics. See 8. R. Miller, ‘*Pioneer Physicians of East Tennesgee,’’ in P, M. Hamer,
ed., The Centenntal History of the Tennessee State Medical Association {Nashville,
1936}, 237-8.
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East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad

1 of directors, the company was relieved of the problem
ganization, and was initiated into the vastly more perplex-
problems contingent upon the construction of a railroad
ough a section which was, in the main, antagonistic toward
h an enterprise.
he newly elected directors did not have long to wait before
encountered trouble, and the first controversy arose with-
he ranks of the stockholders. Certain of these objected, in
ancertain terms, to the control which the “Tast Tennessee
ok Company”’ had exercised in the election of the directors,
ting to the fact that a by-law had been adopted which ex-
pted the company from payment of fifty cents per share at
ime of subscription. When we consider the fact that all
the fifteen directors were members of the joint stock company,
furthermore, that Samuel B. Cunningham, president; H. 8.
thes, treasurer; and William G. Gammon, secretary, were
so members of that company, the complaint seems reason-.
26
On the other hand, however, it seems that the individual stock-
olders could ill-afford to complain of the joint stock company’s
ote upon grounds of non-payment of the initial payment on the
k, in view of the fact that neither had many of the individual
ckholders paid such instalment, the payment of it having been
ived. It was accordingly suggested by some of the proponents
the joint stock company that the company should not be al-
ed to vote until it had paid the fifty cents per share instal-
ent, provided that the individual stockholders paid the instal-
nt on the stock held by them. In July, at a meeting of stock-
lders in Greeneville to pass upon this suggestion, they ‘“dis-
Jaimed any such right.’’ Tn other words, they did not care to
v the instalment for the privilege of debarring the joint sfock
ompany from voting.2” Thus the thirty men constituting the
pany were left in command of the destinies of the Hast
nnessee and Virginia Railroad.
- One of the first acts of the board of direciors was to petition
he legislature to ratify the proceedings of the commissioners,
vhich had been somewhat irregular, and to declare the charter
valid.?® In accordance with this request, the General Asgembly

itio

26 Ibid.
TReport, 1850, p. 8.
28K nogville Register, May 27, 1858,
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passed an act in which it was stated that, although there haq
been ‘‘defects and irregularities in the proceedings of the dif.
ferent boards of commissioners,’” the required amonnt of stogk
had been subseribed and the suabseription was ‘“declared to be
a full compliance with the requirements of the charter,’’29
Captain Lloyd Tilghman was appointed chief engineer, with
instructions to get his associates and instruments and to come
to Jonesboro. He and his assistants left N ew York on March 9,
and arrived in Jonesboro on March 26, Assuming that he came
to Jonesboro directly and with reasonable haste, the fact that
seventeen days were required for the journey emphasizes the
need for the railvoad which he had come to construet, along
with other railroads to be linked together to form a conneectior
between New York and the Southwest,s0 '
Fortunately the press of Bast Tennessee showed a pronoumnced
inclination to support the project. The maiden number of the
Rail Road Jowrnal, under the auspices of Sammuel Greer and
James 1. Sparks, editors and proprietors, made its debut iy
Joneshoro on April 6, 1850. According to its weekly repeated
testimony it was ¢ Devoted to Internal Imaprovements, Agrieyl
ture, Education, Mechanic Arts, News, and General Intelligence
—Neuiral in Polities and Religion.”” The latter it may have
been, but its neutrality did not extend to the matter of railroad
construction, especially that of the Fast Tennessee and Virginia
which was continuously referred to as ““our Rail Road,’’ as
witness the following :#
1f it was an earthquake, [a Tnmor was eurrent that one
had oceurred in East Tennessee] it ig designed to rouse
up the counties below to the importance of taking stock
in the East Ten. & Va. R. Road, Come gentlemen of
Jelferson, Grainger, Sevier and Claiborne attend to
your part of the Railroad and see that sufficient stock
is taken in it to build your share, or the repetition of
this warning may leave you neither room for Railroads
or standing ground!
In the same issne, the following straightforward statement of
editorial policy appeared: ¢ The great object of the Journal
will be to advocate the cause of the K. T. & Va. R. B. and this

29dets, 1849-50, pp. 401-2,
30Report, 1850, p. 11,

31Rasl Road Jowrnal (Jonesbora), Oct. 26, 1850,
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411 engage our attention antil the work is nnder full way.’”**

o Greeneville Spy turned its espionage to the advantage
o Bast Tennessee and Virginia Railroad at every oppor-
nity.?® The redoubtable ¢ Parson’”” Brownlow, too, gave his
ment blessing to that road and to the Hast Tennessee and
rgia (successor of the Hiwassee) and made them benefici-
of editorial benedictions in Brownlow’s Knozville Whg,
the while denouncing the Knoxville Register as an “anti-rail-
377 gheet.5*  Also the Knozville Plebeian seems modestly to
gponsored the caunse of the East Tennessee and Virginia.®®

forom the time of Tilghman’s arrival at Jonesboro until
stember 1, 1850, he and his asgistants made some 476 miles
experimental surveys. Thereupon the stockholders, by reso-
on, requested the directorate to put under contract any part
he road which they believed ‘gompatible with the interest
the Stockholders, and within the means they may be able
collect and command, affer receiving the report of the Chief
gineer, locating said road.”” The directors took advantage
this manifest interest on the part of the stockholders in the
nediate beginning of operations by calling for an instalment
one dollar per share to be paid in forty days.®®
It was planned that the work be started at or near McBee’s
"erry rather than at either of the termini. This decision was
wmade in view of the fact that it would be necessary to wait at
16 terminus for the Virginia and MTennessee and at the other
the FWast Tennessee and Georgia, which at that time had no
unds to build the road further than Blair’s Ferry (Loudon).
Also the company had pledged to expend money, as far as prac-
:able, where it was raised.”®
The contract for the first section of forty miles was taken by
B. Ferguson. One-half of the contract price was to be paid
tock of the company, and the other half, in eash. Where
¢ optimistic directors expected to get the latter is problemat-
41,38
‘32Tbid.
3aGreeneville Spy, in bid.,, April 27, 1850; Greeneville Spy, Apr. 17, 1851
“34 Brownlow’s Knoxville Whig, July 21, Aug. 11, Sept. 29, 1849; May 26, 1855;
r(lill 3, 18568, Any statement by Brownlow about the Regisler mmst be ta]_ien ad-‘
¥ 5%%0%@113 Plebeian, in Reil Road Journal (Jonesboro), Oct. 26, 1850, K
' 38Report, 1850, p. 12.

- 877bid, 13; Knowville Register, May 27, 1858.
38Kinowville Register, May 27, 1858,
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State aid had been refused to the East Teunessee and Vi,
ginia,?® and Knoxville, the largest city on the route of the
embryonic railroad wag sadly remiss in support of it, mora] or
financial. President Cunningham and Chief Engineer Tilgh.
man had gone to that city to enlist aid. Although their coming
had been advertised well, the people of Knoxville and Knoex
County did not even turn out to hear the railroad officialg
speak, much less subscribe for any stock.** Grainger, a county
which the railroad was not to touch, had subseribed more than
Knox County through which the road would run for some fifteey
miles and whose county seat was to be the more important of -
the termini, 1

It was thought, however that if the counties through which the
railroad was to pass (excepting Knox) should grade it ang
prepare it for the rails, state aid would be forthcoming more
certainly than if the directors merely waited for a new session
of the legislature without exerting themselves in their own he.
half. As Cunningham said, in 1850 ;42

Having graded the road out of our own private means,
Tennessee will present a monstrous anomaly, when com-
pared with any or all other sister States, should she
persist in such a miserable novereal policy—alike hum-
bling to State pride, and in opposition to the interests
of the State, should she refuse her help.

Doubtless, had the subseribers paid their subseriptions
promptly when called for, the company should have had little
difficuity in effecting the above plan. However, they did not,
and Cunningham complained :48

The want of punctuality on the part of subscribers, is a
grievous drawback which must ever be kept in view, and
compel any Directory who expect to meet their engage-
ments, to act slowly and with caution, . . . The want of
punctuality may be traced to the loose manner of doing
business in our country-—always employing credit,

Every day, except Sunday, from October 21 to N ovember 25,
four energetic apostles of the railroad were scheduled to address

88Greencvilie Spy, in Reil Road Journal {Jonesboro), April 13, 1850,
20Eail Road Jowrnal (Jonesbore), Sept. 28, 1850.

41K nozville Plebeian, in ibid., Oct. 26, 1850,

42Beport, 1859, p, 13.

43Ibid., 15.
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issued in two equal mstalments, sabject to like requirementg +
By the end of 1851, three miles of the road had been gradeq
and $15,000 had been collected, apparently by a process closely -
analogous to the extraction of teeth, from the subseribers. The
stockholders had met in anuual convention on November 29
1851, and had made a considerable revision in the directorate,
Cunningham, however, had been, for the third time, elected
president, and Gammon had been re-elected secretary ang

treasurer.®

During the following year, the General Assembly passed a
general act for the aid of railroad L
$8,000 for each mile of road constructed. The bonds igsued
under this act were to mature in forty years, and the recipient
companies were required to pay interest semi-annually.’0

The directors, having calculated that the financial condition
of the company was such as would warrant the igsuance of the
first $100,000 of state bonds for bridge construetion, sent A. E.
Jackson to Nashville to attempt to secure them.* He was gne
cessful, and immediately proceeded to New York to market
them.”” There he was eminently snecessful, succeeding in dig-
posing of one-half of the bonds at a premium of eight per cent,
The remaining bonds were afterward sold at the same figure,
Fuorthermore, the citizens of Washington County, on August 14,
1852, voted a subscription of $50,000 in the stock of the company.
The financial affairs of the Bast Tennessee and Virginia were:
decidedly on the increase. Before the end of the year almost:
the entire road had been pat under contract.5

The annual meeting of the stockholders convened at Greene
ville on November 25, 1852. At this meeting the board of diree-:
tors was retained intact, and again Cunningham was chosen to

Tilghman, chief engi \ \
replaced temporarily by Robert C. Morris who took eharge o
the western end of the road. In February of the following year
Montgomery Lynch was appointed chief engineer. Under his

484cts, 1851-52, pp, 76-7.

9K nozville Register, May 27, 1858.
50dets, 1851-52, ch. (LI,

51K nozville Register, May 27, 1858,
52Greengville Spy, July &5, 1852,
53HKinoxville Register, May 27, 1858,
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licable to common carriers, would be calle

d “an act of God.”

was the epidemic of cholera in Knoxville. From the first
o fourth of September there were, in the small city of Knox-
gome thirty deaths from. this dread disease. Of the epi-
¢, the Kingston Gageteer had the following to say: ‘‘Knox-
is nearly abandoned, there being scarcely help enough to
ut and bury the dead—public houses cloged and Newspaper
d except Fxtras published by W. G. Brownlow

says if he dies it will be at Tis post.”’™ For the entire period
ted in Knoxville, and

le, no year since the drawing of state bonds had presented

many difficulties to the Hast Tennessee and Virginia. Dur-

the year two directors, James T, Broyles and Joseph Shan-
ced by D. Kennedy and R. H.

not allow to be sold for less than par value. Thus he was
ronted by a situation similar to that in which J. G. M.

Ramsey had been placed in 1849.6¢¢  Clunningham, however,

“B4Ibid,

: 55 American Statesman (Knoxville), July 6, 1853.
568eptember 9, 1854, R

© 5TKingston Gazetteer, Sept. 30, 1854,

53 Rnogville Register, May 27, 1858,

- 59Ibid.

60J. G. M. Ramsey, Autohiography, 26-8. See Holand, op. eit., 101.
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succeeded in contraeting for iron for the remainder of the roaq
to be paid for in state bonds at par.® Probably this contraet
called for a price to be paid for the rails which would be enough
in excess of the market price. Thus would the letter, if not the
spirit, of the law be observed.

On July 4, 1855, at the time of the Kuoxville ““Jubiloe’’ to.
celebrate the corpletion of the Kast Tennessee and Georgia,ﬁ
tracklaying was started in Knoxville on the Hast Tennessee ang
Virginia.** By the end of the year 1855, the track had been lajg
from Knoxville to McBee’s Ferry despite the fact that during
the year the company met many reverses, Harly in the year the
work progressed satisfactorily,®® hut the winter was an especial.
ly severe one and consequently little construction work could be
done. Prices, too, were at a high level and the outlay for equip--
ments far exceeded $10,000 per mile. State bonds, still under
par, could not be sold. Stockholders were so delinquent in pay.
ment of instalments that it hecame necessary for the board to.
issue first mortgage bonds, after the state lien, to the amonn
of $100,000 and these could be sold only at a liberal discount
The directors finally were foreced to horrow money on thei
personal eredit for use in building the railroad.*

Nevertheless, under the indomitable leadership of Dr. Cun
ningham, the work went on steadily albeit slowly because of th
many obstacles to be overcome. On HFebruary 23, 1856, the firs
trip was made on the East Tennessee and Virginia from Knox
ville to New Market, a distance of twenty-four miles, Accord
ing to Fleming, editor of the Knozville Begister, “‘an immens:
assemblage of old Jefferson’s ‘fair women and brave men’’
were on hand to meet the train at New Market. John Netherland
and Horace Maynard delivered addresses. Then, ‘‘having tar-
ried long enough for the denjzens to examine the wonderful
proportions of the ‘Tron horse’ and to note his ‘flesh-marks,’
the train returned to Knoxville.”’® John Goforth about this
time was made supervisor of the railroad.ss _'

Less than five months later the cars were ranning to Russell:
ville, a distance of about lifty miles from Knoxville. A celebra-

S1Knozville Register, May 27, 1858.
62Brownlow’s Hnowville Whig, May 26, 1855,
63Loudon Free Press, Feh. 14, 1855,

M Enozville Register, May 27, 1858.

851bid., Feb. 28, 18586,

66 Greeneville Democrat, June 22, 1859.
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th inder

61 egsﬁiﬁiﬁhﬁg E:]?)e tl“oa 1 was held at Russellville at which ‘“the peoplc.a were connted
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e Knoxville ““Jubilee’’ ¢

t Tenn);;eg ai; b(l;}ee ' uld begin there and procced toward Russellville.” hus Lhe

on the Bast Te corgia, {rginia and Tennessce Railroad could be used to transport rails
¢ Kast Tennegsee an -om, the Fast.®®

95, the track had been laj

spite the fact that durig, aring the fall of 1856, the Virginia and Tennessee was built

Bristol.™ The Kast Tennessee and (Georgia had been com-

ses. i .
he wijftaélivzz E.],Jn_e g;ef;f hle loted to Knoxville in June of the preceding year.™ This placed
onstruction work colztld % ¢ Bast Tennessee and Virginia in a peculiar, and a very un-
| and the outlay for equi = leasant, position. It was the only uncompi\?ted link in a great
State bonds, still u%ldlp- ibination of railroads designed to be a highway joining the
vere so de]inq:lent in ae_;' rtheast and the Southwest. Natl_lrally the Hast Tennessee
ecessary for the boarg f"' id Virginia Railroad, under such circumstances, was the butt
state lien, to the g 2 { many unpleasant remarks; the more rapid constrmetion of
: moung 1e road was urged on every hand; and, all in all, the company

aly at a liberal &i ! . .
" borrow moijy %11?0;)]131;1; ad a most miserable time from the fall of 1856 until the time

railroad.5+ its completion.?®

Very early in 1857, there remained a gap of some seventy

¢ leadershi .
beit slo“?ll;%eziu};g .oi? ?1?* miles in the road. It was expected that by fall the line would
bruary 23, 1856, the first e extende('i to Joneshoro.™ ‘ '

and Virginia from Knox. The panic of 1857 added to -the never-ending succession of
enty-four miles.  Accord- bstacles to the suceess of the railroad. The ‘‘hard times’’ were
e Register, “‘an immense - eflected in changes in.the pe}‘somlel of the company. In May,
omen and brave men’ 7 Montgomery Lyneh, chief engineer, resigned. William G. Gra:m—
farket. John Netherland . won relinquished the officsa ‘of. gecretary and treasurer which
ses. Then, “havine tar : . e had held since the orgamzajslon of the company. A. H. Jack-
- examine the Wongerful.f'- on and Joseph Henderson resigned fronc_t the directorate. Liynch
> note his ‘flesh-marks.’ ; was succeeded by C. A. Mee e}nd J. A. Aiken; Gammon, by Jobn
fTohn Goforth about thi’s;-_ Keys;™ Jackson by B. Davis. A. A. Broyles was elected. to
ad.%6 i eplace Henderson, but he refused to shoulder the tempestuous
were running to Rusgell ' aties of a director, and there remained a vacancy in the board
m Knoxville, A celobra 87Enozwille Register, Aug. 7, 1856,

687hid., July 17, 1856.

69 Lynchburg Virginion, in ibid., Aug. 21, 1856.

T0IDhid,

71K noxville Register, June 28, 1855.

12Lynchburg Virginian, in ibid., Sept. 11, Sept. 25, 1856; Daily Gazetie (Nagh-
ville), in ébid., Apr. 30, 1857,

73K noxville Register, Feb. 12, 1857,

T4[bid., May 21, 1857.
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until the next meeting of the stockholders. William Brazletqy,

ex

was appointed snperintendent of the lower end of the road. s grg

At a special meeting of the stockholders, in the latter part o - 0
the year, the board was authorized to issue $300,000 in seconq - and
mortgage bonds, These were to be used as collaferal security vac;
in the raising of $100,000 to aid in the completion of the grag. ning
ing."® des)

The work progressed steadily, though slowly, and by June, Bra
1857, there were seventy-eight miles in operation. On the nort). unt
eastern end of the line trains were running from Bristol to 5 int
station on the west side of the Watauga River, twenty mileg T
away. At the other end, they were running from Knoxville to maé
Bull’s Gap, a distance of fifty-eight miles,?” to ¢

Although the Kast Tennessee and Virginia was used chiefly Gay
for local traffic, it was possible at this time to make a through run
trip from Knoxville to Bristol using the railroads to its full coml

extent. This was accomplished by transterring the passengers
to a stage at Bull’s Gap, and driving this along the right-of-way
of the railroad to the point on the Watauga where the track
started again, at which point the passengers again boarded the
train. The last portion of the road to be completed was the
Bull’s Gap section, and so was a part of the staging until the
completion of the railroad. Of this section, John McGaughey
~ later said: ““ .. .. and perhaps the traveler who was compelied
to encounter the mud holes, in going from one point to the other
will never forget Bull’s Gap.”’"

Due to this unfortunate feature the hybrid railroad-stage
coach line lost many through passengers. Travelers from New
Orleans and the Southwest, wishing to avoid the staging, went
by rail to Vicksburg, and from there by steamer to Memphis, -
- taking the railroad from that point to New York, via Louisville
and Cincinnati.”

The original estimate of the cost of the entire railroad was
$835,853. With this in mind, it is interesting to review the cost
of the railroad until 1857. The whole cost of the road and equip- -
ment had been $2,153,748.47; of which $1,054,390.25 had been -

78Ibid., May 27, 1858,
761bid.

77Ibid,, June 11, 1857,
781bid,, May 27, 1858,
T81bid., May 6, 1858,
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facetionsly remarked: ¢“Of course it will be expected (thOug rying times
we have received no information to that effect) that eve nd Virginis
young man will be charged dowble fare unless he take a lady yer countle;
with him, or makes an honest effort to do so.”’%? nd which s
The last rail was laid with impressive ceremony, after whie
there was an address by John MeGaughey. This address ;
interesting, quite apart from any connection with the Hag omplement
Tennessee and Virginia Railroad, for its bombastic phrase sreatly the
ology and its confusing number and variety of historical ally
sions. The following passage from this classic of the mixe
metaphor is typical of the whole: ¢ ... and you, Mr. President
Company, Directors, Hngineers and Coniractors must feel thy
the Rubicon which took longer than the siege of Troy, is crossed
And our fellow citizens in upper East Tennessee after a bondag
of 88 years, since the germ of a civil community was first plante
upon the banks of the beantiful Watauga, have comparatively,
speaking, crossed the Jordan to till the land, that can now b
made to flow with milk and honey.’’%°
The Greeneville Convention, held on June 3, 1858, unlike th
Knoxville celebration in 1855 staged in honor of the completio
of the Hast Tennessee and Georgia, seems to have been an wn
qualified success.”* And so, while the deservedly happy presi
dent and his aides are imbibing lemonade and listening to th
“‘Knoxville Military Brass Band’’ and to extravagant speeche
in their honor, we conclude our study of them and of the Fag
Tennessee and Virginia Railroad, their handiwork.
This one hundred and thirty mile railroad was built under
more adverse conditions than was any other early railroad in
Tast Tennessee, and possibly under as unfavorable finaneial
conditions as were enconntered by any railroad which was ul:
timately constructed. Wriends of the road were told that ““the
acorns had yet to grow the trees to make the ties,’” and yet seven:
years and forty-five days after the breaking of the ground the
last rail was laid. These seven years were filled with discour-
agements, difficnlties and near-disasters, which ever threatened
to bring the project to an abrupt and premature end. It was
largely due to the perseverance and never-failing energy of Dr.
Cunningham that the company was guided safely through these

88K nogville Regisier, May 13, 1858, ; 93‘::;1313& 1
901bid.,, May 27, 1858, : %3Knom1]:?t'i
91Ibid., June 10, 1858, Bee Holland, op. eit., 104-5, : :
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i i f the Hagt Tennessee
.- times. Certainly the completlon 0 _
l'Péi;o*inia may be counted a trinmph, and-on('a wel.l deser;%(lié
cm;ntless difficulties which seemed at tlie time msup(_a(ri e
d which seem, even in retrospect, to have bheen formida

'1?1?9 'completed Fast Tennessee and Virginia Railroad was a

g ' i d increased
t of the Hast Tennessee and (eorgia an :
rﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ traffic and general usefulg:ﬁis qf the 1}?’5‘?91 .ofﬂ;;isﬁ
o aroads formed indispensable links in a chain
:gawliligch congtituted a direct air-line from Wa‘s]?mgtgn 20
itanooga, connecting af the 1atter.01ty W.lth ra‘llroads .1(:)1
Atf;mta Naghville, Memphis and Mobile; which railroads, tl
on sonnected at Atlanta with lines to Pensag;la,, i}lgv;:‘ a{
ar J Qavannah; and at Memphis, Wi
harleston, Montgomery and b e oot
! i leans.?? Accordingly the
nes to Vicksburg and New Or_ coordne Y L Ton:
W L] . . - g aS
gee and Virginia was ha,lle‘d by Union 15

gsp;isans as the savior of the Union. 'I‘he.follmfm:glhgi apopggge;i
: oxville newspaper: ‘The c_omple‘.mon 0 s route
otamKeIT'lely the union of Knoxville with Bristol, !mt' the bulldl’r’lg
sether of the North and the South with a b0]'1d indissoluble.”™
hat the railroad did mot have this efffaot is, of course, 111n1-
rsally known. The extreme strategic importance of the mg
ailroad formed by this road and the Hast Tenne_ssee an
rgia during the gtruggle that followed, however, is not 8o
nerally recognized. But that is another story.

. 92W, B. Dodd, Ewpansion and Conflict (New York, 1915), 191. A map, based on

loyd’s map of 1860, of railroads in operation that year.
bsEKnomville Register, May 20, 1858,




